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jumping up upon them to death to cheat! 
As it was one for all, 
and all for one! 
You go. . . I go! 
A band of brothers so willing to die and 

bleed! 
Who upon each other so relied, 
the need! 
For they were some of America’s greatest 

ones! 
Whose families are our Nation’s quiet heroes 

and heroines! 
As no new day is so promised to anyone! 
And on 9/11 as their day begun, 
just like all those others, had each one. . . 
For on this day of days they all stood Staten 

Island Strong! 
As each and everyone could so be counted on! 
Armed but with such Gotham Hearts, 
to which belonged! 
As why now up in Heaven they are Angels all 

among! 
To watch over us from dust to dawn! 
Rescue 5 and these Fire Fighters, 
up on a pedestal so belong! 
‘‘GO TOGETHER, STAY TOGETHER’’ 
Just like a Psalm! 
As you rushed up while others rushed down! 
As you rushed in while others rushed out! 
While, the face of death you stared down! 
With each new most heroic step, 
closer to Heaven your soul was swept! 
As you gave all, 
That Last Full Measure, 
would accept! 
So many heroes from that Island died that 

day! 
Standing Staten Island Strong in every way, 
as all of their fine lives they gave! 
Heroes come all in such shapes and sizes! 
But it’s what’s within their hearts which so 

comprises! 
Who they are! 
That which so lives on bright like a star! 
And for all of those families, 
Husbands and Wives who now so weep! 
And for all of those children without Mom’s 

and Dad’s, 
whose pain now mounts so ever deep! 
And all of those Brothers and Sisters, 
who in your arms your best friends can’t 

keep! 
Could we just as your loved ones such cour-

age speak? 
To a place where only hearts of courage beat! 
And be Stand Staten Island Strong, 
as once had all of these! 
And as you lay your heads down to rest, to 

sleep! 
In Staten Island there comes a gentle rain, 
so very deep. . . 
As it’s your loved ones tears, 
from up in Heaven to so ease. . . 
To so ease your pain as you weep. . . 
Until one fine day up Heaven you’ll all so 

meet. . . 
And you won’t have to cry no more! 
So hush little baby don’t you cry, 
one day up in Heaven you will look into your 

parent’s eyes! 
And you will hear them on the wind, 
and when you wake feel them again and 

again. . . 
And remember my child, 
on the day you were born, 
their greatest wish so formed. . . 
Was for you to have a happy life, 
to live on... 
So make your parents dreams come true, 
and somehow carry on. . . 
Goodness! 
Evil! 
Darkness! 
Light! 
Those brave hearts who evil must fight! 
Who bring their light! 
Were but all of those who fought that fight! 

Who Stood Staten Island Strong with all 
their might! 

And in the shadow of America’s Liberty. . . 
All in this The Empire State for all to 

see. . . 
But lies such a magnificent community. . . 
An island who out to all hearts now so 

speaks! 
That which stands even stronger this day in-

deed! 
All because of them, these! 
Who so showed us all how to so live and die, 
and how to grieve! 
As they Stood Staten Island Strong, 
for their families and what they believed! 
For We Will Never Forget, 
Never.., all of these! 
And The Greatest Strength, 
all within a heart so beats! 
All in this most heroic community, 
which sits in the shadow of Liberty! 
Amen! 
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HONORING AALIYAH COLE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 11, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Ms. Aaliyah Cole, a 
dedicated student, who is making a difference 
in her community. 

On a crisp winter day in December of 1994, 
Aaliyah Cole was born to Biven and Beatrice 
Cole. She grew quickly both physically and in-
tellectually. At the age of two, she was able to 
read children’s books on her own. In Sep-
tember of 1999, her little brother, Biven Cole 
Jr., was born. They grew together as siblings 
and companions. As a young girl she began to 
set her sights high on accomplishing things 
bigger than herself. She was motivated, deter-
mined, and driven to make a difference and 
dream big. 

Throughout her years in school, Aaliyah has 
maintained exceptional academic records 
backed by outstanding leadership roles and 
giving dynamic service to her community. In 
the second grade, she wanted to be the Val-
edictorian of her graduating class and she ac-
complished that. She has held three state offi-
cer positions—State President, State Sec-
retary, and State Treasurer-in the Technology 
Student Association and she is also the cur-
rent chairman of her high school yearbook 
committee. She received several leadership 
awards for her leadership abilities. 

Aaliyah has served her community, since 
she was a little girl, whether it was recycling 
plastics and aluminums, hosting voter registra-
tion drives, or visiting the community nursing 
home, she has always found urgency in mak-
ing a difference in the world and in people’s 
lives. 

In March of 2011, Aaliyah launched her very 
own organization by the name of Team 
M.A.W.M.A.C. (Make a Wave, Make a 
Change), an organization designed to raise 
awareness about the many things that plague 
communities around the world. With this orga-
nization, she held a Teens for Jeans drive 
which helped her school to collect 152 pairs of 
blue jeans to donate to homeless teens 
around the world. They also plan to cultivate 
her school flower beds on Earth Day this April, 
2013. 

Upon completing high school, Aaliyah plans 
to further pursue her dream of making a dif-

ference by attending either the University of 
Southern Mississippi or Xavier University of 
Louisiana. There she will pursue a degree in 
Biochemistry/Pre-Medicine, to later attend 
medical school and become a licensed Pedi-
atric Neurologist. She also plans to open her 
own private practice. During her career, she 
plans to help rebuild the Jefferson County 
community by renovating their schools and 
seek businesses to invest the area. She also 
dreams about creating a scholarship program 
that will give African American students in un-
derprivileged communities like her hometown 
greater funds to assist students with paying for 
college. 

Aaliyah likes to live by this motto: ‘‘When 
you have big dreams don’t listen to what no-
body says that is trying to turn you away. 
When you have big dreams, keep your eyes 
on the prize and don’t fall by the wayside; 
reach for the sky.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing a talented student, Ms. Aaliyah 
Cole, for her zeal in actively making a dif-
ference in her community. 
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HONORING THE WAY, THE TRUTH 
AND THE LIFE CHRISTIAN CEN-
TER, INC. 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 11, 2013 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation. 

Whereas, today we celebrate leadership, 
service and a ministry that for the past thirty 
one years has enhanced our district, our state, 
our country and the world; and 

Whereas, Apostle Ulysses Tuff and Pastor 
Deborah Tuff are today celebrating thirty one 
years as spiritual leaders and servants of God 
at the church of their founding, The Way, The 
Truth and The Life Christian Center; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man of God, Apostle Ulysses Tuff and this 
phenomenal virtuous woman of God, Pastor 
Deborah Tuff are instruments of God who give 
hope to the hopeless, feed the needy and em-
power our community by preaching the gos-
pel, teaching the gospel and living the gospel; 
and 

Whereas, the members of The Way, The 
Truth and The Life Christian Center continue 
to uplift and inspire others, through outreach 
ministries, The Giver of Life Mission School, 
The Giver of Life Christian Academy, The 
Giver of Life Institute of Ministerial Training, 
and The Giver of Life Ministerial Association; 
and 

Whereas, The Way, The Truth and The Life 
Christian Center has produced many spiritual 
warriors, people of compassion, people of 
great courage, fearless leaders and servants 
to all, but most of all visionaries who have 
shared not only with their Church, but with our 
district, our nation and the world; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize The Way, The 
Truth and The Life Christian Center, Inc., on 
their 31st Anniversary and for their distin-
guished leadership and service to humanity; 
now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, 
Jr. do hereby proclaim August 25, 2013 as 
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