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other legitimate government require-
ments for recognizing such efforts are
clearly defined. Would you agree?

Mr. PRYOR. Yes, I would agree with
that characterization.

Mr. SESSIONS. I thank Senator
PRYOR for his work on this issue.

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak as if in morning business
for up to 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUMENTHAL). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JESSE OWENS

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise to
honor the memory of Jesse Owens, an
Olympic recordbreaker and pioneer on
the track and off the track, who was
born 100 years ago tomorrow.

Born in Alabama as the youngest of
10 children, James Cleveland Owens
moved with his family to Cleveland,
OH, at the age of 9. Leaving the South
during the great migration of those
several decades between 1910 and 1970,
Jesse’s family came north seeking eco-
nomic opportunity and greater per-
sonal freedom. His father left his work
as a sharecropper in the South—some-
thing difficult to do because so often
the landowner held those sharecroppers
by holding real or imagined debt over
their heads—and found a job in the
steel industry in Cleveland, OH.

James Cleveland Owens enrolled in
Bolton Elementary School on the east
side of Cleveland. Because of his strong
southern accent, when the teacher
asked his name and he said J.C., the
teacher misheard it and started calling
him Jesse—a name that stuck.

While in junior high, he met Charles
Riley, who taught physical education
and coached the track team. Charles
Riley nurtured Jesse’s obvious talent,
helping him to grow stronger athlet-
ically and to set long-term goals that
served him well as he went on to Cleve-
land East Technical School.

In 1927, my hometown of Mansfield,
OH started hosting the storied Mans-
field Relays—maybe the biggest in the
country—a sporting event that drew
athletes from six States and Canada. I
remember in the 1960s my family
hosting many of the athletes who came
to our town to compete.

Obviously prior to my parents doing
that, among these many promising
athletes none shone brighter than the
sprinter from an hour up north. At the
Mansfield Relays, Jesse Owens sharp-
ened his focus and won the 1932 and 1933
relays for Hast Tech, setting records
that lasted into my childhood in the
1960s and 1970s.

He later went on to attend the Ohio
State University, where he was known
as the Buckeye Bullet, winning a
record eight individual NCAA cham-
pionships. The story goes that at the
Big 10 track meet 1 year in Ann Arbor,
MI, while competing in a 45-minute pe-
riod, Jesse Owens set 3 world records.

We are used to seeing college ath-
letes who are revered today. But in his
day, Owens could not live on campus
due to a lack of housing for Black stu-
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dents, and he could not stay at the
same hotels when his track team trav-
eled or eat at the same restaurants as
the White players on the team who
traveled with him. But he achieved
global fame and heroism status because
of what he did in the 1936 Olympics in
Berlin.

While a hateful regime in Germany
hoped to use the Olympics to promote
the Aryan race and promulgate a
wrongheaded, dangerous, and inher-
ently racist belief in the superiority of
that race, Jesse Owens turned this the-
ory on its head. He won four gold med-
als in Berlin, and he set world records
in three events while tying for a world
record in a fourth event. He showed
that talent and sportsmanship tran-
scend race, and he embarrassed an evil
dictator who hoped to manipulate the
Olympic Games to further his political
agenda.

Interestingly, Adolph Hitler refused
to shake hands with Jesse Owens when
he won one of those events. The Inter-
national Olympic Committee told the
German Government that Hitler must
either shake hands with all the winners
or none of the winners. The story goes
that Hitler refused to come back and
observe the Olympics—again, a testa-
ment to the heroism, courage, and dis-
cipline of James Cleveland ‘‘Jesse”
Owens.

Despite these achievements—and the
Rose Garden and Oval Office greetings
that today’s Olympians are accustomed
to—Jesse Owens never received con-
gratulations or recognition by Presi-
dent Roosevelt or President Truman. It
was only during the presidency of
Dwight Eisenhower, beginning to be a
different time in race relations in this
country, that a President of the United
States actually recognized Jesse
Owens’ achievements.

He was, by most measures, the best
athlete in the world, but he returned to
the United States of America a Black
man in the 1930s to face economic chal-
lenges and racial discrimination that
are far too familiar to far too many
Americans. But he continued to travel
and inspire athletes and fans across the
globe. I had the honor of meeting Jesse
Owens when he was the speaker at my
brother Bob’s high school graduation
in 1965, when I was 12 years old.

Jesse Owens worked alongside the
State Department to promote good will
in Asia, and worked in 1950 to promote
democracy abroad as part of a Cold
War effort.

Think about that. A Black man who
is the best athlete in the world, was a
hero to large numbers of Americans—
Black and White—in 1936, standing up
in many ways against the Fascist ma-
chine of Adolph Hitler, not being recog-
nized by a President of the United
States who was winning a war against
Hitler ultimately. Yet he went out 5
yvears later after that war to promote
democracy abroad as part of a Cold
War effort, still proud of his country,
still knowing our country had work to
do.
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In 1973 he was appointed to the board
of directors of the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee, where he worked to ensure the
best training and conditions for U.S.
athletes. He lent his skill and his tal-
ents to various charitable groups, nota-
bly the Boys Club of America.

In 1976 Jesse Owens finally received
the Presidential recognition he de-
served. He was presented with the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom from Presi-
dent Ford.

Jesse Owens was a pioneer. Despite
facing adversity, he had the strength of
mind and the discipline, common to al-
most all great athletes, to become the
most elite of athletes. Despite being
treated differently and shamefully
from other athletes of his stature, he
went on to shatter records. Despite the
darkest of days globally, he did his
part, standing up to fascism, dispelling
racism, and promoting unity.

Tomorrow we celebrate the 100th
birthday of a hero to all Americans,
James Cleveland ‘‘Jesse’” Owens.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business until 7
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that I be permitted to proceed as
in morning business for up to 25 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

SYRIA

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, the de-
cision on whether to authorize the
President of the United States to use
the military might of our great Nation
against another country is the most
significant vote a Senator can cast.
The Constitution vests this responsi-
bility in Congress—a duty that rests
heavily on the shoulders of each and
every Member.

We are now engaged in a serious de-
bate about what the appropriate re-
sponse should be to the horrific use of
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