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employers. Their ability to offer qual-
ity jobs is taking its toll on our invest-
ment. 

Only last week Investor’s Business 
Daily reported that due to ObamaCare 
at least 258 employers cut work hours 
or jobs so far. Meanwhile, according to 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 71 per-
cent of small businesses say the law 
makes it harder to hire workers. 

According to the July Fed Beige 
Book, the health care law has been 
cited as a job market concern. They 
quote from that report: ‘‘Several re-
tailers reported that the Affordable 
Care Act would lead to more part-time 
and temporary versus full-time hir-
ing.’’ 

The President’s health care law is 
smothering employers in bureaucratic 
redtape, uncertainty, and taxes. Al-
ready more than 20,000 pages of regula-
tions have come from the 2,700-page 
law. The time and cost of complying 
with these regulations places a serious 
burden on the ability to spend time and 
energy creating new jobs. Time and 
money that would be spent opening a 
new store, increasing hours, upgrading 
equipment, which would create more 
jobs, is instead being spent on lawyers 
and consultants who have to help small 
businesses interpret all of the regula-
tions, all the requirements, and all the 
mandates created by this administra-
tion’s health care law. 

Poll after poll has shown that 
ObamaCare is extremely unpopular 
among a majority of Americans. Ac-
cording to a recent CNN poll conducted 
by ORC International, nearly 60 per-
cent of Americans said they oppose the 
Democratic signature law. I would 
hope the President would begin to be 
honest with the American people about 
what this law truly means for jobs and 
our economy, and I would hope he 
would begin to listen to Americans. If 
he does, he will find what most of us 
have discovered a long time ago; that 
is, the American people don’t want this 
and American employers and small 
businesses believe it will lead to fewer 
jobs and lower take-home pay for the 
people they employ. 

I hope in the days ahead, as we focus 
on the economy—and if the President 
is sincere about his pivot back to the 
economy, he will take into consider-
ation what really ails the economy; 
that is, excessive taxes, regulations, 
redtape, bureaucracy, mandates and re-
quirements, many of which are associ-
ated with his signature achievement, 
which is the ObamaCare health care 
legislation. 

What the country does not need right 
now is another tax increase. What the 
country needs right now is policies 
that will expand and grow the econ-
omy, that will reform our Tax Code in 
a way that lowers rates and makes us 
more competitive in the global mar-
ketplace and unleashes American en-
ergy in a way that gives us a competi-
tive advantage over our foreign com-
petitors. We can do all of that. All the 
President has to do is sign off, for ex-

ample, on the Keystone Pipeline, which 
would create thousands of jobs imme-
diately and many more once it is fully 
built and working. 

It would also mean we do away with 
the onerous, burdensome requirements 
of the ObamaCare legislation and re-
place it with policies that make sense, 
that actually focus on what will give 
Americans more access to affordable 
health care in this country. 

We need to reduce spending here in 
Washington, DC, and quit looking at 
every problem as an opportunity to 
raise taxes. That seems to be the 
Democratic solution for everything. 
Their budget proposed a $1 trillion tax 
increase. The leader of the Democrats 
here in the Senate has said tax reform 
has to include $1 trillion in new taxes. 
It is not revenue that is the problem 
here in Washington, it is spending. If 
we look at revenues, they are up $284 
billion in the first 11 months of this 
year. We don’t have a revenue problem, 
we have a spending problem. We don’t 
need another tax increase, we need 
policies that will lower the rates, that 
will get rid of the redtape and the regu-
lations that are strangling our econ-
omy and allow our small businesses to 
create jobs that will make lives better 
for middle-class Americans and im-
prove the take-home pay for every 
family in the country. 

The job-killing mandates in 
ObamaCare are harmful to our econ-
omy, they are harmful to jobs, and it is 
time we delay or repeal it and replace 
it with commonsense alternatives. We 
believe that discussion needs to occur, 
and I hope the President will allow it 
to occur. It is time to focus on com-
prehensive, revenue neutral tax reform 
of our broken tax system, repeal the 
mandates in Obamacare, and get rid of 
a lot of the government redtape and 
regulations that are making it more 
difficult and more expensive for em-
ployers in this country—for small busi-
nesses—to grow jobs. 

Those are the types of things that 
will get the economy unleashed, that 
will expand and grow the economy and 
create more jobs for ordinary working- 
class Americans who are out of work 
and will raise the take-home pay for 
families in this country, which would 
allow the quality of life and the stand-
ard of living to improve for every 
American family. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia. 
f 

NAVY YARD TRAGEDY 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, before I 
make my remarks, I would like to join 
Senator THUNE and others on the Sen-
ate floor who have expressed their com-
passion and their sympathy for the sur-
vivors and the victims of yesterday’s 
terrible tragedy at the Washington 
Navy Yard. Yesterday was but another 
grim reminder of the dangerous society 
we live in, the danger that can con-
front all of us, and the need for all of 

us to be aware and do everything we 
can to make sure our environment is 
secure and safe. 

To those who were injured, those who 
sacrificed their lives, those whose 
loved ones were hit, may God bless 
their souls and may God bless them in 
their recovery during this period while 
dealing with this terrible tragedy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOHN D. KNOX, 
JR. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, tonight 
in Marietta, GA, my hometown, there 
will be a celebration I cannot attend. 
There will be a celebration to honor 50 
years of medical service to our commu-
nity by Dr. John D. Knox, Jr. I hate it 
that I can’t be there because he has 
been an important part of my life, but 
I would like to take a minute on the 
floor of the Senate to pay tribute to 
Dr. Knox and all those physicians who 
deliver health care to our people, our 
citizens in our States, our districts, 
and our country. 

As I pondered what I would say about 
John Knox on the floor this morning, I 
was sitting in my office looking at the 
plaques and certificates all of us re-
ceive for various works we have done in 
public life, and it occurred to me, when 
you go into a doctor’s office you will 
see a diploma and you might see a Nor-
man Rockwell painting, but really the 
trophies and tributes to doctors are 
people walking around with two feet in 
our communities who have survived a 
terrible injury or a terrible disease and 
who are living a normal life because a 
physician, with his or her training, 
brought them back to life or cured a 
terrible problem. 

Dr. John Knox has done that for 50 
years in my community—50 years as an 
orthopedic specialist and orthopedic 
surgeon with Resurgens Orthopaedics, 
which is one of the largest orthopedic 
practices in the Southeast. In fact, one 
of those great trophies to John D. 
Knox, Jr., is my son Kevin, who in 1989 
went through the windshield of a pick-
up truck on a rural road in south Geor-
gia. He had a double compound fracture 
of his lower right leg. He landed in a 
ditch full of dirty water and lay there 
for 2 hours before help came. Fortu-
nately, he didn’t sever an artery, but 
he was in bad shape. 

I got the call at 4 a.m. that no parent 
ever wants to get—the call that para-
medics had my son, that they were on 
the interstate and did I want them to 
take him to Augusta Medical College 
or to Atlanta, GA, for treatment be-
cause nobody in rural Georgia had the 
facility to treat his injuries. I imme-
diately asked them to bring him to 
Marietta, GA, to Kennestone Hospital, 
and to immediately call John D. Knox 
and ask him if he would meet my son 
at the emergency room. The next 6 
weeks my son had four surgeries, all 
performed by John D. Knox. He had an-
tibiotic therapy to make sure his bone 
marrow did not get infected from lying 
in the ditch. For 8 months he got psy-
chiatric and psychological help and 
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