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visits to Chicago. Quentin never missed a
chance to weigh in on what is now known as
Obamacare.

Dr. Young is Chairman of Health and Medi-
cine Policy Research Group, a group that he
founded in 1980 to promote social justice and
challenge inequities in health and health care.
He is also the national coordinator of Physi-
cians for a National Health Program. He
served as chairman for the Department of In-
ternal Medicine at Cook County Hospital in
Chicago during the 1970’s and early 1980’s,
where he established the Department of Occu-
pational Medicine. In 1998, Dr. Young served
as President of the American Public Health
Association, and in 1997 he was inducted as
a Master of the American College of Physi-
cians. In 2010, Dr. Young was appointed by II-
linois Governor Pat Quinn as the lllinois’ Pub-
lic Health Advocate.

A renaissance man, Quentin Young is a
great supporter of the arts and hosted his own
radio show on WBEZ—Chicago area’s PBS
station. | am honored to call him a treasured
friend and to be among the legions of people,
young and old, who have relied on him as a
mentor and for whom he is a leader and ex-
ample of how to live a meaningful and spirited
life. His work is making the world a healthier
and better place. Happy Birthday, Dr. Quentin
Young.

———
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Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ambassador Victoria Nuland,
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who was sworn in this afternoon as the State
Department’'s Assistant Secretary for Europe
and Eurasia. Assistant Secretary Nuland, a
career member of the Senior Foreign Service,
has served with distinction under Democratic
and Republican Presidents, most recently as
State Department Spokesperson, as U.S. Am-
bassador to NATO, and as the former Vice
President’s Principal Deputy National Security
Advisor. Throughout her career, Ambassador
Nuland has demonstrated a fervent commit-
ment to strengthening the transatlantic part-
nership, a relationship based on shared devo-
tion to democratic principles and values. As
Ranking Member of the House Subcommittee
on Europe, Eurasia, and Emerging Threats, |
look forward to working with Assistant Sec-
retary Nuland to strengthen America’s ties with
Europe, as we work together to advance our
mutual interests around the world.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE EASTERN
PARTNERSHIP

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 18, 2013

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the people of Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine.
These six countries are members of the Euro-
pean Union’s Eastern Partnership, an initiative
that aims to promote democratic values, rule
of law, and economic opportunity in Eastern
Europe.

Participation in the Eastern Partnership is
strictly voluntary, in line with the long-standing
international principle that sovereign states
have the right to make their own decisions
and choose their own alliances.
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Each of these six countries, to one degree
or another, has made clear their interest in
closer relations with the European Union and
has chosen—again voluntarily—to participate
in the Eastern Partnership.

Three of the Eastern Partnership coun-
tries—Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine—are
poised to make historic strides in their rela-
tions with the European Union by initialing or
signing Association Agreements at this No-
vember's Eastern Partnership Summit in
Vilnius, Lithuania. These Association Agree-
ments, which include deep and comprehen-
sive free trade provisions, will accelerate the
process of political reform in each country and
create conditions for extraordinary economic
growth.

These Association Agreements pose no
threat to other countries. Indeed, | believe that
the greater geographic neighborhood and peo-
ples of the Eastern Partnership countries
would benefit from these countries’ integration
into the European economy. For this reason,
| cannot understand nor do | condone threats
of trade embargoes, energy price hikes, gas
supply cutoffs, and other forms of intimidation
that might dissuade Georgia, Moldova, and
Ukraine from a path they have voluntarily cho-
sen.

Mr. Speaker, | call on any government en-
gaged in such coercive practices to respect
each country’s right under international law to
define and conduct its own relations.

| call on the Administration to stand with the
people of Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine at
this important moment in Europe’s history.
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