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majority. They do not only cut $20 bil-
lion—$20 billion, $20,000 million—$20
billion in cuts, when the average fam-
ily gets $4.45 per day. Cutting $20 bil-
lion was bad enough. That was not
good enough for those Members of the
House of Representatives who want to
see cuts twice as big. Many of those
Members of the House of Representa-
tives—or at least some of them—are
farmers themselves who get huge farm
subsidies. It begs the issue a little bit.

For some of my colleagues who have
seen the movie ‘‘Lincoln,” at one
point, President Lincoln—listening,
but perhaps not entirely hearing his
staff, who exhorted him to spend more
time in the White House, winning the
war, freeing the slaves, preserving the
Union—President Lincoln said: I need
to go out and get my public opinion
baths.

Well, I suggest that maybe more of
us—those particularly who are voting
to cut SNAP, to cut food stamps $40
billion—they may want to go out and
listen to what people—not dressed like
this, not working around here who get
good benefits and decent salaries, not
highly paid Congressmen and Senators,
not the lobbyists who they may brunch
with on Sunday when those Members
do not go back home—but go out and
talk to somebody at a labor union hall,
go out and talk to somebody in a shop-
ping mall, go out and talk to somebody
at a school, where children—I heard a
story today at my weekly coffee, where
a woman told us that her daughter,
who teaches in Columbus, has seen dur-
ing the school lunch program children
take some of the food and put it in
their pockets so they can take it home
for their brothers and sisters or for the
weekend or for their moms or dads.

In this still difficult economy—when
people receive $4.45 per day, on the av-
erage, for SNAP, for food stamps—peo-
ple in the House of Representatives
want to cut it nearly $40 billion.

It was not enough that 2 million
Americans could lose SNAP benefits. It
was not enough to them in the first bill
that more than 200,000 children could
lose access to the free and reduced-
price lunch program. They want to
make it harder, and they can say what-
ever they want. They can say: Well,
people—I don’t know. Do they get ad-
dicted to food stamps? Do they dig food
stamps because they don’t want to
work?

The fact is, as Chairwoman STABE-
NOW points out, the chair of the Agri-
culture Committee, in the mnext 10
years, 14 million Americans will leave
SNAP. Why is that? If we do not do
this, why will 14 million people leave
SNAP? Because they will get better-
paying jobs because they do not want
to be in SNAP. Most people who get
stamps would rather not. They would
rather have enough food on the table.
They would rather have enough pur-
chasing power to go to the grocery
store and buy food with their own
money that they have earned so they
can bring that food home and serve
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their children. That is what most peo-
ple want to do.

I spoke to a woman in Hamilton, OH,
some time ago who told me that early
in the month she would occasionally
take her 9-year-old son to McDonald’s
or to another fast food restaurant—
maybe once in the first week of the
month.

The second week, she could maybe
serve him a hamburger, she could serve
him meat. The third week of the
month, she began to scrape. This is a
woman who had a full-time job, volun-
teered, taught Sunday School, volun-
teered with the Cub Scouts for her son,
was a very devoted single mother. The
fourth week of the month, what typi-
cally happened was—she looked at me
with her blues and she said: You know,
I say to my son—I was sitting there
with my son that last week of the
month.

He said: Mom, how come you are not
eating?

She said: Well, I am just not hungry.

Well, she was hungry; she just had to
choose at the end of the month, does
the money go for my son or does it go
for me? Like most mothers and fathers,
she chose to do it for her child. That is
the backdrop.

If more of my colleagues would fol-
low the admonition of Abraham Lin-
coln and go out and get a public opin-
ion bath and listen to what real people
are saying—not people who dress like
this, not people who sit in Congress,
not lobbyists who may buy them lunch
and come to their fundraisers, but real-
ly listen to what people have to say
about what this means and understand,
as Presiding Officer knows from the
work he has done in his State of Con-
necticut, that most of the people get-
ting benefits are children. Eighty-five
percent of people receiving food assist-
ance are children or their parents or
people with disabilities or seniors.
Many of them have jobs, but their jobs
pay $9 an hour. Again, this is not some-
thing they do by choice in a great ma-
jority of cases; it is something they
feel they have to do. They are mothers
and fathers who get up in the morning
and try to give their children a better
future. These are millions of Ameri-
cans who head out every day looking
for work so they can pay their bills and
put food on the table.

As I said, almost 90 percent—80-some
percent of SNAP households are made
up of seniors and the disabled and fami-
lies with children. One out of six Amer-
icans worries about where their next
meal is coming from—one out of six
Americans. How many people in this
body have ever really thought that
way, have talked to people that way,
have tried to put themselves in the
place of the—that is 50, 60, 70 percent of
Americans—one out of six who worries
about where their next meal will come
from.

Then we have the body down the hall,
the House of Representatives, who
voted—$20 billion in cuts is not enough;
let’s do $40 billion. Maybe we will do
more than that.
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My colleagues in the Congress sug-
gest that SNAP participation has
grown too big. They bemoan the state
of our economy, the still-too-high un-
employment rate. We all do. I share
that concern. But we must do more to
help jump-start our economy. I will
work with anyone who seeks to do so.
We know how important these benefits
are to our brothers and sisters from
Cleveland to Cincinnati, from rural Ap-
palachia to farmlands in western Ohio,
all across this country. It is important
that we stand strong. We need a farm
bill. We need a farm bill that serves ag-
riculture. We need a farm bill that
serves rural development. We need a
farm bill that serves conservation and
the environment. We need a farm bill
that helps us provide energy. We need a
farm bill that provides nutrition assist-
ance.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

—————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.J. RES. 59

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
receives H.J. Res. 59 from the House,
the measure be placed on the calendar
with a motion to proceed not in order
until Monday, September 23.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

RESPONSIBLE HELIUM ADMINIS-
TRATION AND STORAGE ACT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the energy com-
mittee is discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 527 and the Senate
will proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of the bill, which the clerk will
report by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 527) to amend the Helium Act
to complete the privatization of the Federal
helium reserve in a competitive market fash-
ion that ensures stability in the helium mar-
kets while protecting the interests of Amer-
ican taxpayers, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1960

(Purpose: In the nature of a sub-
stitute)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the substitute
amendment, No. 1960, is agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 15
minutes of debate equally divided be-
tween the Senator from Oregon, Mr.
WYDEN, and the Senator from Texas,
Mr. CRUZ, or their designees.

The Senator from Oregon.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, as I said
this morning, Washington, DC, seems
to have an inexhaustible capacity to
manufacture false crises. I am here to
say that this is not one of them. If the
Congress does not act immediately to
pass the legislation Senator MUR-
KOWSKI and I advance today, scores of
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