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tea party anarchists in the House or in
the Senate who ignore the fact that
President Obama was overwhelmingly
reelected a few months ago.

These fanatics really point to dis-
approval for ObamaCare as justifica-
tion for taking the Federal Govern-
ment and our economy hostage to their
demands. What they fail to mention to
the American people and to the Senate
and to the House is that 59 percent of
Americans either support the law or
wish it were even more far-reaching
and transformative of our health care
delivery system, according to a CNN
poll. The vast majority of Americans—
including those who disapprove of the
health care law—want Congress to
work to improve it, not to tear it down.
And according to a new CNBC poll,
Americans overwhelmingly  oppose
defunding ObamaCare, especially if it
means shutting down the government
to do so.

So the facts are that the vast major-
ity of the American people are satisfied
with ObamaCare. The simple fact re-
mains that ObamaCare is the law of
the land and it will remain the law of
the land as long as Barack Obama is
President of the United States and as
long as I am the Senate majority lead-
er. The latest gamble by Republicans
in the House of Representatives—made
with the backing of their radical allies
in the Senate—only postpones the inev-
itable.

This week the Senate will act as
quickly as tea party Republicans will
allow. Once the Senate has acted,
House Republicans will face a choice—
whether to pass a clean continuing res-
olution or shut down the Federal Gov-
ernment. So the question is, Are ex-
tremist Republicans really willing to
shut down the government? Time will
only tell. But the world looks to Amer-
ica for leadership. Is this lack of re-
spect for the rule of law truly the ex-
ample we wish to set for others? Are
Republicans so intent on undermining
both President Obama and his signa-
ture health care law that they are will-
ing to inflict severe damage to our
economy in the process? America will
know exactly whom to blame—Repub-
lican fanatics in the House and the
Senate.

I urge those Republicans to listen to
the more reasonable Republicans in the
Senate. I have read some of their com-
mentary on what is contemplated and
how dumb they think it is. I repeat,
one Republican Senator said: It is the
dumbest idea I have ever heard. Two
dozen Senate Republicans have spoken
against this foolhardy plan to drive the
economy off a cliff—two dozen. This
“Thelma and Louise’ style is not get-
ting the attention of the American peo-
ple in a positive tone. If Democrats do
not bow to every demand they have,
they want to go right over the cliff. We
are not going to go with them.

I am glad to see more and more of my
moderate Republican colleagues step-
ping up to speak sense to an extremist
element of their own party.
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Maureen Dowd wrote in the New
York Times on Saturday:

Speaker John Boehner, trapped under the
thumb of Tea Party anarchists, called Fri-
day’s vote to defund Obamacare and invite a
government shutdown, ‘‘a victory for com-
mon sense.”

She said:

More like a triumph of nonsense [not com-
mon sense].

So a few reasonable Republicans are
wise enough to know that risking the
Nation’s economic recovery for the
sake of a Pyrrhic ideological victory
would be another step toward a death
knell for the Republican Party.

Mr. President, every one of these
Senators whose comments I read to ev-
eryone listening, plus the 20 or so oth-
ers whose comments I did not mention
specifically, are conservative people,
conservative Republicans, they are just
not radical.

So I say to House and Senate Repub-
licans who continue to deny a reality
and risk America’s economy: Listen to
the chorus all around you. Listen to
what they are saying. Your conserv-
ative Senate colleagues have urged you
off this reckless course. The Nation’s
largest business group, the chamber of
commerce, has urged you off this reck-
less course. American families, who are
weary both of these foolish partisan
fights and of these difficult economic
times, have urged you off this reckless
course. And on behalf of Democrats,
who long for the days when we legis-
lated through cooperation—we did it
instead of hostage-taking—I personally
urge you off this reckless course.

What remains to be seen is whether
my Republican colleagues on both sides
of the Capitol are wise enough to lis-
ten.

Mr. President, we have a number of
people we are trying to get approved,
confirming nominations. They have
been approved by everyone, as far as I
know, and I will again, unless my
friend from Texas objects to these peo-
ple getting confirmed—does my friend
object?

Mr. CRUZ. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, T am happy to discuss it with the
majority leader, but at this point, yes,
I object.

Mr. REID. Fine. I will make my re-
quest, and the Senator can grab his
reservation, and we will talk about it.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to executive session to
consider the following nominations:
Calendar Nos. 338, 339, 341, and 343; that
the nominations be confirmed en bloc;
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table; that
there be no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in
order to any of the nominations; that
any related statements be printed in
the Record; that President Obama be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action and the Senate then resume leg-
islative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. CRUZ. I object.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There is objection.

Objection is heard.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to executive
session to consider the following nomi-
nations—I stated the request earlier. I
would re-engage in that and ask unani-
mous consent that be the case.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Ann Miller Ravel, of California, to be a
Member of the Federal Election Commission
for a term expiring April 30, 2017.

Lee E. Goodman, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the Federal Election Commission for a
term expiring April 30, 2015.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Evan Ryan, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (Educational and Cultural
Affairs).

BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Kenneth R. Weinstein, of the District of
Columbia, to be a Member of the Broad-
casting Board of Governors for a term expir-
ing August 13, 2014.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume legislative session.

MAKING CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014—
MOTION TO PROCEED—Continued

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES
SERGEANT JAMAR AVERY HICKS AND SERGEANT
FIRST CLASS RICARDO YOUNG

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, ear-
lier this month we marked the 12th an-
niversary of the terrorist attacks on
the Twin Towers and the Pentagon
that killed more than 3,000 people.
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