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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 1978 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1977

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now have
a second-degree amendment at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the amendment.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 1978 to
amendment No. 1977.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘3 days” and in-
sert ‘2 days”’.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
cloture motion at the desk. I ask the
clerk to report it, if the Chair so ad-
vises.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on H.J. Res. 59, a
joint resolution making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2014, and for other
purposes.

Harry Reid, Barbara A. Mikulski, Joe
Donnelly, Richard J. Durbin, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Michael F. Bennet, Pat-
rick J. Leahy, Heidi Heitkamp, Debbie
Stabenow, Charles E. Schumer, Mark
R. Warner, Martin Heinrich, Tim
Kaine, Tammy Baldwin, Tom Harkin,
Christopher A. Coons, Angus S. King,
Jr.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory
quorum required under rule XXII be
waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PROTECTING STUDENT ATHLETES
FROM CONCUSSIONS ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Fri-
day night in Illinois and all over the
country thousands of high school stu-
dents will take to the football field.

They will put on helmets, they will
put on pads, but unfortunately some of
them will still get hurt.

Almost half the concussions in high
school sports occur in football.
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But it is not just football.

Injuries are a part of all sports, but
as we learn more about the long-term
effects of concussions and how fre-
quently they are ignored, it is clear we
have to step up our game to confront
this health risk.

The National Federation of State
High School Associations estimates
about 140,000 students who play high
school sports have concussions every
year.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control, the number of children age 19
and younger being treated in ERs for
traumatic brain injuries went from
153,373 in 2001 to 248,418 in 2009—a 60
percent increase.

Some students stay in the game not
recognizing the risks of playing hurt—
especially when they have had a con-
cussion.

Many athletes do not know the signs
and symptoms of concussion, which
may cause many concussions to go un-
detected.

A 2010 Government Accountability
Office study found many sports-related
concussions go unreported.

Athletes who continue to play while
concussed are at risk for catastrophic
injury if they sustain another concus-
sion before recovering from the first
one.

This second injury can cause symp-
toms that can last for months and can
even be fatal.

Youth athletes are at the greatest
risk from sports-related concussions
because their brains are still devel-
oping and are more susceptible to in-
jury.

According to the American Academy
of Neurology, athletes of high school
age and younger with a concussion
should be managed more conserv-
atively when it comes to returning to
play because they take longer to re-
cover than college athletes.

Michael Schostok played football in
Mundelein, IL.

He experienced a concussion on the
football field. Immediately after tak-
ing a hit to his head, he stumbled off
the field.

He was disoriented and explained to
his coach that he was in severe pain,
especially when looking into the sun.

But his coach urged him to continue
playing and he remained on the field
for the rest of the game.

Two days after the game, Michael
was unable to look at a computer
screen without severe pain and suffered
from blurred vision and slow decision-
making.

Three days after the game, he went
to a doctor and was diagnosed with a
concussion.

Michael was lucky that he did not
suffer another concussion while he con-
tinued to play.

Unfortunately this situation is not
unusual.

According to the Center for Injury
Research and Policy in Columbus, OH,
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more than 40 percent of young athletes
return to play before they are fully re-
covered.

Since 2009, States have started imple-
menting legislation guiding return-to-
play procedures for student athletes
who have sustained a concussion.

As of August 2013, 49 States and the
District of Columbia have successfully
passed some form of legislation with
varying concussion safety measures.

Illinois has been a leader on this
issue and passed legislation in 2011, rec-
ognizing the dangers associated with
concussion.

In Illinois, a student athlete who is
suspected of sustaining a concussion or
head injury in a practice or game is im-
mediately removed from the game
until he or she is cleared by a health
care professional.

This is a great step forward for Illi-
nois, and I commend the Illinois High
School Association for its work pro-
tecting student athletes.

This week I will introduce the Pro-
tecting Student Athletes from Concus-
sions Act, which would support the
progress made by States such as Illi-
nois.

The bill would, for the first time, set
minimum State requirements for the
prevention and treatment of concus-
sions.

The legislation requires schools to
post information about concussions on
school grounds and on school websites
and adopt a ‘““‘when in doubt, sit it out”
policy.

This policy requires that a student
suspected of sustaining a concussion be
removed from participation in the ac-
tivity and prohibited from returning to
play that day.

They can return to play in future
events after being evaluated and
cleared by a qualified health care pro-
fessional.

The ‘“when in doubt, sit it out” pol-
icy is recommended by the American
College of Sports Medicine and the
American Academy of Neurology,
which recommends that an athlete sus-
pected of a concussion should not re-
turn to play the day of their injury—
under any circumstance.

Concussions are not always easily di-
agnosed, and symptoms that might in-
dicate concussion don’t always mani-
fest themselves immediately.

Athletes don’t want to let down the
team or the coach and are often eager
to return to the game.

So helping athletes, school officials,
coaches, and parents recognize the
signs and symptoms of concussion can
make all the difference in putting a
player’s safety above winning.

This legislation will ensure that
school districts have concussion man-
agement plans that educate students,
parents, and school personnel about
how to recognize and respond to con-
cussions.

And it asks schools to adopt the ‘‘sit
it out” policy to be sure athletes are



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-26T10:51:40-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




