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through his quick thinking and swift action,
Colby simply headed to Social Studies class
as he would on any other day without saying
a word of the incident. It was only after
Colby’s parents, Clay and Teri, heard their son
recount the day’s events at dinner that Colby’s
great story, and the need to recognize his ac-
tions, was brought to light.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to represent
future leaders like Colby in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | ap-
plaud his lifesaving effort today. | invite my
colleagues in the House to join me in con-
gratulating Colby, thanking him for a job well
done, and wishing him a bright future.
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Joseph R.
Pluenneke. Joseph is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
261, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Joseph has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Joseph has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jo-
seph has become a member of the Order of
the Arrow and led his troop as Patrol Leader.
Joseph has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project. Joseph com-
pleted much needed improvements to the
White Tail Trail at the Parkville Nature Sanc-
tuary in Parkville, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Joseph R. Pluenneke for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

RECOGNIZING JENNIFER VAUPEL
HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues in the House to join me in
recognizing Washington, DC physician assist-
ant Jennifer Vaupel, who practices at Bread
for the City. We commend Mrs. Vaupel for the
valuable health care services she provides to
medically underserved populations in DC. She
should be honored for her compassion and
the quality medical services she provides to
these vulnerable patients.

Mrs. Vaupel has served as a physician as-
sistant for almost six years at Bread for the
City, which is a premier safety-net service or-
ganization in DC Bread for the City has been
providing comprehensive support services—
food, clothing, medical care, and legal and so-
cial services—to the city’s low-income popu-
lation for nearly 40 years.

As the sole full-time physician assistant
working at this nonprofit, Mrs. Vaupel ensures
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patients receive the health care and other
services they need. Throughout her career in
health care, Mrs. Vaupel has gone above and
beyond what is required of her. She seeks to
understand the socioeconomic challenges her
patients endure, and, as a result, she is able
to ensure better health care outcomes for her
patients.

Because of Mrs. Vaupel's courageous work,
Bread for the City was awarded the pres-
tigious Caring for Communities Grant from the
Physician Assistant Foundation. This $5,000
annual award was presented to Bread for the
City in May 2013, in recognition of the manner
in which the nonprofit has used physician as-
sistants in providing care to people with dis-
abilities or for those without the ability to pay
for medical services. The award also recog-
nizes the numerous educational experiences
Bread for the City has given physician assist-
ants and students in physician assistant pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the successful and compas-
sionate work of Mrs. Vaupel. Mrs. Vaupel im-
proves the quality of life for many residents of
Washington, DC, as exemplified by the award-
ing of the Physician Assistant Foundation
grant to Bread for the City. Her work not only
directly helps her patients, but it also sets a
wonderful humanitarian example for us all.

———
CONGRATULATING FLORIDA
INTERNATIONAL  UNIVERSITY’S

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION ON
THEIR RECOGNITION AS AN “EX-
AMPLE OF EXCELENCIA”
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Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Florida International University’s
College of Education for their recognition by
Excelencia in Education as an “Example of
Excelencia” for the College’s “Creating Latino
Access to a Valuable Education” or CLAVE
program. CLAVE is a truly outstanding pro-
gram that aims to increase the number of
graduate degrees awarded to Hispanic Amer-
ican teachers and administrators by providing
scholarships to complete masters and doctoral
degrees.

It brings me great pride to represent a uni-
versity that not only leads the nation in award-
ing bachelor's and master's degrees to His-
panic students but is also deeply invested in
its surrounding community.

After receiving a $2.8 million grant from the
U.S. Department of Education, CLAVE was
created as a collaborative effort between the
College of Education and Miami-Dade County
Public Schools (MDCPS). The program targets
low performing urban schools within the
school district as a way to enhance the profes-
sional development of teachers working in
challenging academic environments and ulti-
mately enhance the performance of the stu-
dents they serve. CLAVE selects teachers that
come from schools where more than 50 per-
cent of the student population is Hispanic and
less than half of the faculty holds Master’s de-
grees.

The financial support offered by CLAVE
doesn’t only expand the educational opportuni-
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ties of Hispanic Americans through direct
scholarships. This program also provides the
College with resources to expand its institu-
tional capacity by improving its Student Sup-
port Services, enhancing its mentoring support
at the graduate level, strengthening academic
quality, expanding technological infrastructure,
and targeting the professional development of
faculty.

While this project focuses on expanding
educational opportunities for Hispanic Ameri-
cans, all students attending the College of
Education benefit as do the MDCPS students
who will gain better trained teachers. The re-
sults of the pre/post test that is used to meas-
ure changes in students’ performance result-
ing from improved knowledge and skills of par-
ticipating teachers and administrators in the
program prove the benefits of CLAVE.

CLAVE is a vehicle to enhance access for
Hispanic-Americans to post-baccalaureate de-
grees, and like FIU President Mark B. Rosen-
berg said, “it is a great example of FIU’s com-
mitment to Miami-Dade’s public schools, its
teachers and its students.”

Mr. Speaker, FIU and its College of Edu-
cation are truly “Examples in Excelencia”, and
more universities should follow suit.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF WORCESTER
TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL AND
PRINCIPAL SHEILA HARRITY
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in recognizing the
incredible accomplishments of Worcester
Technical High School under the leadership of
Principal Sheila Harrity.

Worcester Technical High School, located in
my hometown of Worcester, Massachusetts, is
on the cutting edge of career and technical
education. Recognizing the importance of cou-
pling academic rigor with hands-on experi-
ence, Worcester Tech has developed a cur-
riculum to ensure students graduate college-
and-career ready. With a focus on robust
STEM education, faculty members at Worces-
ter Tech are preparing students for careers in
highly technological industries. In recognition
of this academic excellence and improved stu-
dent achievement, Worcester Tech was re-
cently named a 2013 National Blue Ribbon
School by the U.S. Department of Education.

Worcester Tech is a well-respected institu-
tion in our city, and students of the school
have demonstrated their commitment to giving
back to Worcester by completing various com-
munity service projects that range from land
maintenance and water testing to constructing
a low-income LEED certified house. The
school has also partnered with institutions of
higher learning to advance their knowledge.
For example, Worcester Tech recently
partnered with Worcester Polytechnic Institute
to construct a modular, zero-energy home and
compete in a Solar Decathlon in Datong,
China.

Additionally, Worcester Technical High
School is leader in robotics education. The
school is home to the nationally recognized
Robotics and Automation Technology Team
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