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them here: Are you willing to com-
promise? Are you interested in actu-
ally running the government? Are you
going to score your term based on
whether you deliver for the American
people rather than how many Twitter
followers you have or how many times
you showed up on the TV news that
week?

If this government shuts down to-
night, it is just because of a temper
tantrum or, put another way, a really,
really bad play, the third act of which
has gone on way, way too long.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). The majority leader.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

DARREL THOMPSON

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this is not
the time for me to stand and speak
about the loss of a staff member whom
I feel so strongly about.

The man I am talking about is Darrel
Thompson, who, as most people know,
has been with me for 10 years. He was
Obama’s campaign manager when he
ran for the Senate, and he is a wonder-
ful man. I am sorry it is not appro-
priate for me to take Senate time now.

———

MAKING CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS FOR MILITARY PAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to H.R. 3210, which was received from
the House in the last 24 hours. I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read three times, passed, and the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3210) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———————

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

Mr. REID. The order now before this
body is that we have morning business
until 4 o’clock today. I ask unanimous
consent to extend that until 6 p.m.
under the provisions of the previous
order and that I be recognized after
that time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The Republican leader.
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PROTECTING MILITARY PAY

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
unanimous consent request the major-
ity leader just propounded was one a
number of my colleagues were about to
ask that dealt with a military pay
issue, and a number of them are here
on the floor. I ask unanimous consent
to engage in a colloquy on the issue of
protecting military pay.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Texas.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as the
Republican leader noted, there are a
number of Members here on the floor
who have come en masse from a meet-
ing we just held following the tabling
of the latest House proposal that would
keep the Federal Government oper-
ating and make sure all of our uni-
formed military would continue to get
paid, together with the other oper-
ations of the Federal Government. It is
clear that it was under the pressure of
the knowledge that we were coming to
the floor to ask for unanimous consent
and the knowledge of how, frankly, un-
tenable it would be to object to that
that the majority leader has quite
skillfully come to the floor to try to
preempt this issue. The truth is that
none of us should be under any illusion
that the majority leader has done any-
thing other than make it more likely
that we will have a shutdown of the
Federal Government tonight.

The House has sent over several rea-
sonable proposals which would keep
the Federal Government operating and
which would also make sure our troops
would be paid—not just uniformed
military but other government per-
sonnel performing important jobs.
Rather than calling us in yesterday
after the House acted—we know that
perhaps the majority leader and other
Members enjoyed watching a little bit
of professional football yesterday—
they waited until this afternoon to cut
the legs out from under the House pro-
posal and make it much more likely
that the government will shut down.

The House worked late into the night
this weekend to draft a compromise
proposal that would fund the govern-
ment and avert a shutdown. The House
Members sent the proposal over to the
Senate, and the majority leader did
nothing until today—no emergency
session, no bipartisan negotiations.

There is a report in Politico that
President Obama was suggesting call-
ing the leadership in both of the
Houses—Republicans and Democrats
alike—to the White House to have a
meeting to say: What can we do to
solve this impasse? If the story is to be
believed, it was HARRY REID who shut
that down, just as he is going to be re-
sponsible for shutting down the Fed-
eral Government by the actions he
took earlier today.

So the question is, Who is really
being unreasonable? Who is really
being stubborn? Who is really seeking
to gain partisan advantage over the
best interests of the country?
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Of course, we know the President has
been eager to negotiate with the Presi-
dent of Iran about a very serious issue:
Iran’s nuclear aspirations, but he will
not talk to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives or the Republican
leader of the Senate. He will not talk
to them, but he will negotiate with the
Iranian President.

He seems absolutely allergic to doing
his job. He can give a heck of a speech.
He is a skillful orator. But when it
comes to actually doing his job, he is
missing in action. He will not nego-
tiate over a government shutdown, and
he will not negotiate over raising the
debt limit.

In the past, President Obama has
urged Republicans to offer just a little
bit of compromise when he likes to be
the voice of reason. But now he himself
refuses to engage in any sort of nego-
tiation and refuses to offer any kind of
compromise whatsoever.

Is it possible the President of the
United States thinks his own health
care law is perfect in every way? Sev-
enty-nine Members of this body voted
against the medical device tax. The
House could pass that piece of legisla-
tion and send it over here and attach it
to the continuing resolution. The
President himself has repeatedly de-
layed different provisions of the health
care law, including the employer man-
date. What we would like to do is get
the same break for the rest of the
American people as he gave businesses.

The bill that was passed by the House
of Representatives would have delayed
ObamaCare for 1 year, and it would
also have repealed the medical device
tax, which is already killing jobs and
hammering medical innovation.

Now we are being told that those sort
of very same proposals, which mirror
the same proposals the President has
unilaterally taken or which are sup-
ported by a bipartisan majority of the
Senate—they are called an act of extre-
mism.

What is more extreme, trying to ne-
gotiate through an impasse to resolve
this issue of the Federal Government
functioning or to refuse to negotiate,
to stonewall against any reasonable
proposal by the House and to make it
more likely that the Federal Govern-
ment will shut down tonight? I ask who
is being more unreasonable and more
stubborn?

We know the clock is ticking. The
American people are absolutely dis-
gusted. I share their frustration. I can
only hope cooler heads will prevail
among our friends on the other side of
the aisle.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
appreciate being part of the colloquy
with the Senator from Texas, and I was
listening to his comments.

I remember being asked by Senator
McCoONNELL and the House Speaker
JOHN BOEHNER to speak on behalf of
Republicans at the President’s health
care summit 3 years ago about the new
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