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consent resolution that several of us
are putting together now. I would love
for my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to simply allow the District of Co-
lumbia to use their own money—even if
the Federal money doesn’t come for-
ward, to use their own money raised by
their own taxpayers to keep their own
government operating, because they
are under a special provision to us and
have been for many years. People argue
whether that is right. That is not the
point of this. Whether it is right is of
no consequence. It is the law. If we can
give them some relief, it would be very
helpful to the thousands of people who
need a signal from us that just because
we can’t get our budget straight, just
because our budget is in deficit doesn’t
mean we can’t honor the fact that the
DC budget is in surplus, $1 billion in
the bank. It has been balanced for 18
years, and 75 percent of their budget
comes from their own taxpayers. We
should allow them to use their money
to stay open.

I hope we avoid a shutdown. It
doesn’t look we are going to. It could
be 1 day, it could be 2 days, it could be
3 weeks, it could be 4 months. Who
knows how long it is going to be. I hope
it doesn’t happen, and I hope it is a
very short period of time. But what-
ever it is, there is no reason in the
world for the District of Columbia—as
Mayor Gray said: We have balanced our
budget for 18 consecutive years. We
have well over $1 billion in the bank.
Yet we cannot spend our own money to
provide our residents with services
they have paid for unless we get per-
mission from a Congress that can’t
even agree to pay its own bills.

If we can’t agree how to pay our bills,
I think it is unfortunate. We should.
But this is a big city. It is an impor-
tant city. It is the Capital of the Na-
tion. They should be able to operate to-
morrow morning.

I am hoping in the next hours we can
find a way. All it takes is a unanimous
consent. I know tensions are running
high. We can be angry at each other or
frustrated, but we should not be angry
with the District. They have done
nothing wrong. They have balanced
their budget. They need to be able to
operate. Many people all over the Na-
tion depend on the District govern-
ment. So let’s not shut them down
while we are shutting ourselves down.

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent there be a period of
morning business for debate only until
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12 midnight, with Senators permitted
to speak until for up to 10 minutes
each, and that at 12 midnight I be rec-
ognized.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. REID. Madam President, this is a
very serious time in the history of the
country. It is hard to comprehend, with
millions of people being affected to-
morrow—in 65 minutes, actually—Re-
publicans are still playing games.

As I indicated, speaking through the
Chair to the senior Senator from Illi-
nois a couple of hours ago, just take a
couple of examples. We have 15,000 peo-
ple a day who come to Lake Mead,
spending huge amounts of money to
help the economy. They come there to
boat, to fish, to recreate. Tomorrow
morning they can’t go.

We have a beautiful recreational area
just a short distance out of Las Vegas.
When you fly into Las Vegas, you can
see the beautiful red hills. It is called
Red Rock. Over 1 million people a year
come and visit. Not tomorrow. No. The
Republicans are shutting down places
like that all over America because they
don’t agree with government. Tomor-
row will be a bad day for government
and a day of celebration for the Repub-
lican-dominated House led by the tea
party over there. We hear the next
gambit of the House is to request a
conference on the CR.

We like to resolve issues. In the Sen-
ate Chamber tonight is PATTY MURRAY,
chairman of the Budget Committee.
She worked so hard to pass a budget in
this body. We worked until 5 in the
morning to get it passed. We voted on
over 100 amendments. We passed a
budget. We passed a budget because it
was the right thing to do and the Re-
publicans said we should pass a budg-
et—and we did. Senator MURRAY has
for more than 6 months requested a
conference on the budget 18 times.

So we like to resolve issues. But we
will not go to conference with a gun to
our head. The first thing the House has
to do is pass a clean 6-week CR. They
have that before them. They can do it
right now. If they do that, then we will
agree to work with Republicans on
funding for the government for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year.

I propose that the House pass our
clean CR, and we will sit down and dis-
cuss funding for the balance of the
yvear. That is it. This deal they are
pulling out—they have a rule over
there that says they want to go to con-
ference on the CR. That closes the gov-
ernment. They want to close the gov-
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ernment. This is all a subterfuge to
satisfy the tea party-driven Repub-
licans. This very strange agenda is so
hurtful to the American people.

So I want everyone to hear what we
just said. We will not go to conference
until we get a clean CR. If the govern-
ment closes, what benefit do we have
from that? In 2 weeks the government
is not only going to close down—we are
going to lose the credit rating because
they are talking now about not raising
the debt ceiling.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
sort of feel sorry for Speaker BOEHNER.
He has this hard-right tea party group
that is adamant about shutting the
government down. Many of them
talked about shutting the government
down in their 2010 campaigns. There
are clips where they go to the audi-
ence: We will shut the government
down if we win back the House. And
the audience of tea party faithful
cheers.

Here we are. Speaker BOEHNER, who
has not been able, not been strong
enough, frankly, to stand up to the tea
party, realizes he is in a real dilemma.
They want to shut the government
down and he knows that the American
people do not want that. CNN came out
with a poll today. What should we do,
end ObamaCare or keep the govern-
ment going? Sixty percent said, keep
the government going. Only 30 per-
cent—or 34 percent, I believe it was—
said end ObamaCare. The closer we get
to this fateful hour—and we are only
an hour away from a government shut-
down—the more people will understand
what the Republicans have done.

There is only one answer, and that is
for the House to pass the clean CR bill
that we have sent them, that they
have. They keep coming up with new
diversions. They send us a message
that says this. They send us a message
that says that. Some of it is related to
ObamaCare. Some of it is related to
contraception. Now they say we want
to go to conference. As the leader said,
we want to resolve issues. We would
like to get a nice omnibus for a whole
year, for the remainder of the fiscal
year. We realize we have to do that
with both Houses. But not with a gun
to everybody’s head. Let’s go to con-
ference? While they shut down the gov-
ernment and hurt millions of innocent
people? Speaker BOEHNER is not going
to get away with this subterfuge, as he
has not gotten away with the previous
ones. People will see through it.

It is a way to take the focus off what
they really are doing, shutting the gov-
ernment down and trying to get people
to follow the diversion. This time it is
let’s go to conference. Again, there is
nothing wrong with a conference, but
not, absolutely not when they are shut-
ting the government down in an hour.
All the talking in conference will not
help the Federal worker who is not get-
ting a paycheck, the highway construc-
tion worker whose job uses Federal
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