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ObamaCare, delay ObamaCare, deny
preventive health. They tried that be-
fore. They tried it again. They were
not satisfied until they said: Now, let’s
also go after women—things as basic as
contraceptives—or else we will shut
the government down. That is what
they said.

They are obsessed with ObamaCare.
Now they have gotten their way. They
have shut down the government. As
BACHMANN said, “‘It’s exactly what we
wanted, and we got it.” But none of
their wacky ideas are any closer to be-
coming law. Instead of reading the
writing on the wall, House Republicans
have turned to a new bad idea, to cher-
ry-pick a few parts of government that
they like and reopen only those parts.

Credit for this idea goes, I am told, to
the junior Senator from Texas. He goes
over to the House and tells them what
they should do. He, along with people
like BACHMANN, are tea party, they are
anarchists. They are happy. Listen, I
have come here, and I have talked
about how happy they are in hurting
government. We now have them speak-
ing out openly. “It’s exactly what we
wanted, and we got it.”

But I do have a little bit of advice for
my Republican colleagues in the
House. When your latest brilliant idea
came from the same person who pro-
posed the ‘“‘dumbest idea ever’ accord-
ing to one of his own Senate Repub-
licans here, I would think it is a sign
you are on the wrong track. It is time
for Republicans to stop throwing one
crazy idea after another at the wall in
hopes that something sticks. Nothing
has stuck.

There has been a sensible plan to re-
open the government right in front of
House Republicans all along: A clean 6-
week resolution that opens government
today. We passed it in the Senate last
week. I Dbelieve reasonable Repub-
licans—I hope—are desperately looking
for a way out. That is what all of the
newspapers said today, all of the news
reports. Each day a couple more come
forward. I do not blame them for look-
ing for a way out.

These piecemeal bills are not a way
out. The Obama administration al-
ready promised to veto them. So they
obviously are not the answer. Reopen-
ing only parts of government that they
like is not a responsible solution. The
Senate already has a plan to reopen the
government while we work out our
budget differences—open the govern-
ment based on the resolution we passed
last week.

If Republicans really want to reopen
the government, they should just go
ahead and reopen the government.
They have had that power all along.
Once they do that, we will be happy to
appoint conferees, work out long-term
budget priorities with the House. Let’s
go to conference. We talked about it.
PATTY MURRAY has been here 18 times
to talk about it.

We should not be fighting over a 6-
week stopgap budget bill. We should be
working out our long-term fiscal
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issues. Americans are tired of this type
of knockdown, drag-out debt fight,
which costs our economy billions of
dollars. The way to put our Nation on
sound fiscal footing is to set sensible
policies through regular order in the
legislative process, not to extort con-
cessions through dangerous hostage
taking.

First, Republicans must reopen the
government. The next move is to go to
conference and set our minds on reach-
ing a reasonable compromise. Right
now, Republicans led by JOHN BOEHNER
are the only thing standing between
Congress and compromise. I would sug-
gest he stop taking advice from BACH-
MANN and CRUZ.

Unfortunately, it seems that some in
the Republican conference are simply
too mad at me personally, too obsessed
with getting me personally to back
down from doing what most of America
believes is right. The National Review
said yesterday that I was ‘‘the villain
of villains.” JOHN BOEHNER could re-
open the government if he wanted to,
but he is too obsessed with beating the
villain of villains, and obviously too
afraid of the tea party to do the right
thing for the country.

When I read this yesterday, I said:
Villain. Huh. Be careful of the words
you choose. Gee, no one likes to be
called a villain. So I looked it up in the
dictionary. Uncouth person. Well, I ac-
knowledge, I probably was not born in
a place that most people would like to
be born in. I was not raised the way
most people like to be raised. But I
would hope over the years that I am
not uncouth. I have tried my best to
become part of mainstream society.

The other definition is I am a scoun-
drel or a criminal. Well, T am not a
criminal. I am not a scoundrel. So they
better get a different definition for me.
In spite of being the villain of villains,
I have some advice and a suggestion. I
really do believe there are reasonable
Republicans in Congress. They have to,
as I said, do a gut check and under-
stand who they represent—understand
that America is waiting for them to do
the right thing. I know they believe in
public service. But they have to under-
stand why public service is important.
I urge them to think about 30 babies—
babies, little kids, who yesterday were
brought by their parents to Wash-
ington, DC, for hope—hope that their
little babies and children are not going
to die, that they can get lifesaving
treatment. They were turned away. So
I urge them to do the right thing. I
urge them to join us to reopen the Fed-
eral Government.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
if it was not clear earlier this week
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why Republicans were asking to delay
ObamaCare, it should be pretty clear to
everybody this morning. The rollout of
this thing made a trip to the DMV look
like a good time. The word of the day
was ‘‘glitch.” You could probably ex-
plain one or two of these glitches away,
maybe three, but not glitches in Ne-
braska, Maryland, Florida, Wisconsin,
Illinois, and in Kentucky—not glitches
all across the country.

Kentuckians who tried to log in yes-
terday got a message that read ‘‘server
error.” Let me translate that. It did
not work. I mean, if the plural of anec-
dote is data, it seems to me the plural
of glitch has to be systemic failure.
This is the law that Washington Demo-
crats were so adamant about unveiling
yesterday, they were willing to shut
down the government over it.

Instead of agreeing to a couple of
commonsense proposals related to this
law, they stuck to their absolutist po-
sition: 100 percent of ObamaCare when
and how they want it, no matter what.
This, of course, unless the President
thinks you are one of the chosen few
who deserve a special break.

So basically Washington Democrats
shut down the government because
they did not think middle-class Ameri-
cans deserve the same Kkind of treat-
ment as their employers, and because
they did not think Congress should
have to follow the same rules on
ObamaCare exchanges as everybody
else.

These were fair things to ask for.
They were reasonable. If the Demo-
crats who run Washington could have
brought themselves to that sensible po-
sition, they would have voted to keep
the government open. But in the end,
they got their shutdown, which they
apparently think will help them politi-
cally. They held on to their absolutist
position on ObamaCare regardless of
the consequences for American fami-
lies.

Two days into this thing they still
refuse to budge. The President reiter-
ated again yesterday he is not inter-
ested in talking. The majority leader
made it clear he is not interested in
talking either. He shot down just about
every attempt to engage in serious dis-
cussions with the House or with any
one else for that matter.

Look, this week Washington Demo-
crats had a choice: Defend basic prin-
ciples of fairness when it comes to
ObamaCare or shut down the govern-
ment. They chose the latter. It was the
wrong decision, in my view. It is time
for them to start finding solutions, to
start talking, and put the interests of
their constituents ahead of the inter-
ests of their party.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.
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