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following my remarks, the Senator
from Vermont, Mr. SANDERS, be recog-
nized.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, so ordered.

————
TRIBUTE TO CHRIS CARR

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I rise
not to talk about ObamaCare, not to
talk about a shutdown, not to talk
about the debate we have been going
through the last couple of days but,
rather, I rise to talk about a man by
the name of Chris Carr, who is my chief
of staff and has been my chief of staff
since I have been in the Senate.

Chris will be leaving my office on No-
vember 1 to become the commissioner
of economic development in the State
of Georgia. It is a tremendous oppor-
tunity for him and my State. While it
is a loss for me personally, it is a con-
tinuation of economic development in
my State, where my fingerprint still
lies because he will be replacing my
former State director, Chris
Cummiskey, who has been the commis-
sioner of economic development in the
State of Georgia, which means I will
still have that fingerprint there.

Chris is a very special person who de-
serves a tribute on the floor of the Sen-
ate for all he has done for me, not just
as a Member of the Senate or as my
chief of staff but as a deep and abiding
personal friend.

Chris joined me in 2003 when I an-
nounced I was going to run to replace
Zell Miller, who retired as a Senator
from Georgia. Before that, Chris had
been an attorney at Alston & Bird for
what he always refers to as a 15-minute
brief time of period. But he went on
from there to be an adviser to the
Georgia Public Policy Foundation, and
a dear friend of ours by the name of T.
Rogers Wade, who, by the way, was the
executive director for Herman Tal-
madge and chief of staff years ago in
the Senate.

Chris joined me in 2003 for a great ad-
venture—my race for the Senate. He
guided us through a primary a lot of
people said I couldn’t win and a lot of
people said I would never win without
a runoff. My two opponents were a
former Congressmen from the State of
Georgia and Herman Cain, who every-
body knows later ran for President of
the United States.

Georgia is a primary State that re-
quires 50 percent plus 1 in terms of
votes. So we had to get 50 percent plus
1 in a Republican primary. We did that
without a runoff because of Chris’s
leadership, his dynamics, and his hard
work in how he guided that campaign.

We won the general election by 58.8
percent. I brought Chris to Wash-
ington, DC, to be my chief of staff in
my office, and he has done a phe-
nomenal job. He has traveled with me
to Africa—as the Presiding Officer
knows because he has been with us on
some of these trips. He has guided me
through difficult times in my journey
from the Foreign Relations Committee
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to the Finance Committee to the Com-
merce Committee. He has been a great
guiding hand.

Most important, he brought together
a staff that has been loyal, dedicated,
and gotten the job done for the people
of the State of Georgia.

Chris is a great Georgian. He is what
we refer to in our State as a ‘‘double
dawg.” He graduated with his under-
graduate degree from the University of
Georgia—which I might add beat LSU
very handily last Saturday—and then
went to law school at the University of
Georgia to get his second degree, a
bachelor of law degree from the Univer-
sity of Georgia.

After that he went on, as I said, to
Austin & Bird, and then to the Public
Policy Foundation, but he has been
with me ever since—almost a decade.
During that period of time, he has
served me as chief of staff. My deputy
chief of staff, Joan Kirchner, will be re-
placing him as chief of staff, so we will
have a continuity of service in our of-
fice.

I know I would not be where I am
today if it weren’t for Chris Carr. I
know the State of Georgia is going to
go places it never thought it would go
because of his guiding leadership as
commissioner of economic develop-
ment.

So for a brief minute on the floor of
the Senate, I wish to pay tribute to a
friend, a chief of staff, a leader, some-
one who has had a positive influence on
my life but, most importantly has had
a positive influence on his country, the
United States America.

I am thankful to Chris Carr for his
support and thankful for all he has
done for my State, my country, and
our office.

I yield back my time and defer to the
Senator from Vermont.

Mr. SANDERS. I thank the Senator
from Georgia for yielding, and I ask
unanimous consent to address the Sen-
ate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from Vermont.

————
CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, in
Vermont and all across this country
there is huge frustration with what is
going on in Washington. It is clear to
me that with the middle class of this
country disappearing, with millions of
Americans working longer hours for
lower wages, with poverty today at an
alltime high in terms of the number of
people living in poverty, with young
people graduating college deeply in
debt and others not having the re-
sources to go to college, with real un-
employment at close to 14 percent,
youth unemployment higher than that,
minority unemployment very high, an
infrastructure that is collapsing, with
the IPCC, the scientists all over the
world who are studying global warming
and telling us we have a planetary cri-

October 2, 2013

sis that must be addressed by cutting
greenhouse gas emissions, what people
are seeing is that we have all these
problems affecting them, their Kkids,
and the planet, and in the Congress we
cannot even get a budget passed.

People are angry in Vermont and
across the country and they are frus-
trated. I know many people are saying
a plague on everybody; you people are
all terrible.

I just hope we can go a little bit be-
yond that and try to understand, in
fact, what is happening and what the
cause of this terrible government shut-
down is and why 800,000 decent people
who happen to work for the Federal
Government are not at work, are not
earning a paycheck, and are scared to
death about how they are going to pro-
vide for their families or take care of
other basic needs.

How did it happen? I think, very sim-
ply, what we should understand is that
the Senate passed a conservative budg-
et—continuing resolution—until No-
vember 15. It was much lower than I
had wanted. In fact, it is a Republican
budget. It includes this terrible seques-
tration—something I strongly op-
posed—that was passed as a com-
promise gesture, and it was sent to the
House.

Here is the most important point
people need to understand in terms of
what is going on in Congress: Right
now, according to a very knowledge-
able source, the House of Representa-
tives has the votes to pass a clean con-
tinuing resolution, the bill that was
passed in the Senate. They have the
votes. It is not a question of the Speak-
er coming forward and saying: Gee, I
just don’t have the votes. They have
the votes.

The political problem is that the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives has chosen to be the Speaker of
the Republican Party, not of the whole
House of Representatives. What is hap-
pening is he has 30 or 40 extreme right-
wing people who are absolutely insist-
ent that they want to repeal or defund
the Affordable Care Act, or
ObamaCare. The only way they will
support any budget is if there is lan-
guage in it that defunds ObamacCare.

The reason we cannot support that
language is not just because
ObamaCare was passed close to 4 years
ago and signed by the President and it
is the law of the land, it is not just be-
cause the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
that it was constitutional, it is not just
because there was an election held last
year in November in which this was
perhaps the major issue and the Presi-
dent won reelection by b5 million
votes—and in the Senate the Repub-
licans lost two seats and in the House
they lost some seats—the real reason
we cannot accept that language is that
we would begin to accept a terrible
precedent.

What the precedent would be is that
it doesn’t matter what happens in an
election. It doesn’t matter what hap-
pens in terms of the normal legislative
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