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that we reform the way Washington
spends money, and I want a better and
more responsible America for my chil-
dren and your children.

Madam Speaker, I hate the bickering
that has consumed this institution. I
dislike the fighting. But even more, 1
dislike the $17 trillion in debt that’s
preventing American exceptionalism.

It is unacceptable that last year our
country spent a trillion more than we
had. It is unacceptable that our Presi-
dent does not want to talk about how
we get out of the red or the fact that
ObamaCare will add another $1.3 tril-
lion to our deficit.

We had historic spending reforms in
this House and have begun the process
to reprioritize how Washington spends
your tax dollars. I will continue my ef-
forts to get our fiscal house back in
order. I will continue to advocate that
we return to a constitutional appro-
priations process and begin passing all
of our spending bills.

One of the most important powers
the Constitution outlines is in article
I. It is for Congress to control Federal
spending. We must get back to that
system of checks and balances that our
forefathers designed and the Constitu-
tion demands.

——
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I
want to apologize to the people of
southern Ohio in Pike County at the
uranium enrichment facility for not
being able to be with them today. We
did not anticipate that our schedule
would be completely disrupted by the
shenanigans here due to the GOP shut-
down of our departments of govern-
ment, which is so unnecessary and so
absolutely discourteous to the people
of this country.

Initially, when this happened, the
calls that came into our office were
calls of dismay and shock and upset
about the inability of this Congress to
reach agreement because of a very
reckless faction on that other—major-
ity’s side of the aisle.

The calls have changed. Now we’re
getting calls from people who’ve gone
to apply for Social Security benefits
and there’s nobody there to take their
application. Now we’re getting calls
from veterans who are returning from
theater and there is nobody there to
process their benefit claims.

We have over 800,000 people fur-
loughed from the Federal Government.
Guess what? One of my communities
had sent officers for training at one of
the FBI academies, and they’re riding
back home right now because that
training was not available.

Madam Speaker, our responsibility is
to provide a stable government that
gives confidence to the people of this
country, advances economic growth,
and meets our responsibilities. All Re-
publicans have to do is send a clean
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continuing resolution to the floor and
this could end.

———

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I did not plan to take the
floor today, but I was receiving a call
this afternoon from Felecia Shelor,
who runs the Poor Farmers Market in
Meadows of Dan. She was calling both
on her behalf and on behalf of her
friends who run Mabry Mill, an estab-
lishment just off the Blue Ridge Park-
way.

She told me that they were having
similar problems to what we’ve read
about with Mt. Vernon being closed
down, even though it’s not run by the
Federal Government and isn’t owned
by the Federal Government. Mabry
Mill is not a Federal facility, but it’s
just off the Parkway. We know in
North Carolina there was a facility
where they blocked the parking. We
don’t have the ability to do the regular
things, but we can block the parking of
businesses.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is a trag-
edy. Sixty-some employees in the var-
ious businesses there may be affected
negatively by the actions of the park
service. I call your attention to this. I
ask you if you’re in the neighborhood,
go to the Blue Ridge Parkway, travel
down it, go to Mabry Mill, shop the
stores nearby. They need you to show
that they’re not going to allow the
government to play cheap tricks, as
one park ranger said they were doing
in an article in the Washington Times
today:

We’ve been told to make life as difficult for
people as we can. It’s disgusting.

That’s what an angry park ranger
said.

Everyone, Madam Speaker, in this
country should be angry, and they
should go out to the Parkway.

————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, it’s very clear to The Wall Street
Journal, it’s clear to the Chamber of
Commerce, it’s clear to USA Today,
and it’s clear to the American public
that the Republican right wing, the
Tea Party, has shut down the govern-
ment.

Now I find out that we’re going
home. Speaker BOEHNER has decided
that Congress will go home tomorrow.
How can we possibly g0 home? There
are people who are not being paid, peo-
ple here who are not being paid. The
police were not paid that work here
every day. Across this country, people
are not receiving what they paid for,
and we’re going home. I'm embarrassed
about this.
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We should stay here. If they can’t
agree to accept the fact that they lost
the vote on the health care law again
and again, if they can’t agree to that,
can they at least agree to work on
jobs? There’s plenty of work to do in
this country, and we have no right to
go home until we get this job done.

——
O 1830
OBAMACARE

(Mr. MARINO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MARINO. Madam Speaker, my
colleague who just spoke failed to tell
the American people that we’re going
home tomorrow after we get our morn-
ing work done to hug our children, see
our spouses, and we’re going to be back
here Monday.

So with that said, several years ago,
before ObamaCare was implemented, or
right after it was, the media asked the
other side of the House, What’s in it?
And the other side of the House re-
sponded, Well, we don’t know. We have
to pass it to see what’s in it. To see
what the language says, the people are
going to have to read it.

So now we are reading it. Big busi-
ness is reading it; they don’t like it.
Unions are reading it; they don’t like
it. Most Americans don’t like it.

So what does that mean? When
ObamaCare was passed, it was supposed
to cost $900 billion and some change
and cover 60 million people for 10 years.
The latest numbers today, it may cover
24,000 people at a cost of just shy of $2
trillion. Every year, this country is
spending $1 trillion more than we bring
in. Who’s going to pay for it? Where are
we going to get the money? Borrow it
from the Chinese? Or put it on the
backs of the hardworking middle class
taxpayers? It has to stop.

———

LET’S TALK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the subject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker,
today is a historic day. It is the fourth
day of the Democrats’ government
shutdown. There is a profound dif-
ference of opinion on not just
ObamaCare but on the size and role of
government in our lives. The future
course of our country and what we look
like hangs in the balance. Will we con-
tinue down the path of a bigger govern-
ment that takes more of our hard-
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