October 7, 2013

Over the years, UMF has become
known for its outstanding liberal arts
programs, which attract students not
only from Maine but also from all over
the nation.

Through the years, UMF has estab-
lished another noble tradition—that of
contributing to the entire region by
adding to its cultural life, teaching in
local classrooms, coaching youth ath-
letics, and helping youngsters learn ev-
erything from swimming to foreign
languages. From the Health and Fit-
ness Center to the Mantor Library, the
doors of UMF are open to the commu-
nity.

The combination of quality and value
results in graduation and freshman re-
tention rates that are significantly
higher than the national averages for
both public universities and private
colleges. UMF’s dedication to edu-
cating educators continues today, with
graduates receiving the Maine Teacher
of the Year Award in four of the last 6
years.

On that ‘‘rough, crude, and plenty
humble”’ foundation laid 150 years ago,
something magnificent has been built—
an ongoing commitment to excellence
and a spirit of service. On behalf of the
people of Maine, I congratulate the
University of Maine at Farmington for
150 years of outstanding contributions
to our State.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO ELIJAH EVANS

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor an exemplary young man
who has persevered through life’s chal-
lenges and devoted himself to bettering
the lives of children in foster care. As
a young boy, Elijah Evans was abused
by his family, forcing him to be re-
moved from their care and placed into
a foster care program. Quickly winning
the love of the nurse assigned to attend
to his wounds, Elijah was adopted by
Lynore Harding when he was 4 years
old. But after being adopted, Elijah did
not forget what it was like to live in
foster care, or about the more than
400,000 children who are in foster care
today.

In 2011, when Elijah was 13 years old,
he began raising money to give Christ-
mas gifts to foster children, knowing
that the Christmas season often leaves
these children with the longing feeling
of not being a part of a family. In that
year, he was able to raise $5,000 and
give Christmas gifts to 72 children.
Since then, Elijah has established his
own organization, No Use for Abuse,
and has continued Christmas of Hope,
which is going into its third year. He
hopes that he will be able to expand his
organization in the future to offer col-
lege scholarships to foster children
after they graduate from high school.

As a father, I know that every life is
incredibly precious. There is always
more we can do to increase adoptions,
but I'm deeply grateful for everything
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the Congressional Coalition on Adop-
tion Institute and the Angels in Adop-
tion do for children. Thankfully, with
their help over 50,000 foster children
were adopted into loving families last
year and given a chance to make a
positive difference like Elijah has. Eli-
jah’s actions are an extraordinary ex-
ample of what can be achieved through
love and respect for all mankind and a
passionate desire to serve others.

Elijah’s noble and thoughtful efforts
have not gone unnoticed. Aside from
positively affecting the lives of so
many foster children, Elijah will be
recognized for his service by the Con-
gressional Coalition on Adoption Insti-
tute at its annual Angels in Adoption
awards gala on October 9, 2013. This
award honors groups and individuals
who have made extraordinary contribu-
tions on behalf of children still in need
of families, and honorees include such
individuals as First Lady Laura Bush,
Sean and Leigh Anne Tuohy, and Mu-
hammad Ali.

Lastly, I would like to express my
appreciation to Lynore Harding for
welcoming Elijah to be a part of her
loving family and to offer my sincere
congratulations and appreciation to
Elijah for remembering the experience
of being a foster child and for being a
positive role model for the children
who have not yet been as fortunate.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mr.
LEAHY) announced that on today, Oc-
tober 7, 2013, he had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, previously signed
by the Speaker of the House:

H.R. 3095. An act to ensure that any new or
revised requirement providing for the screen-
ing, testing, or treatment of individuals op-
erating commercial motor vehicles for sleep
disorders is adopted pursuant to a rule-
making proceeding, and for other purposes.

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill and joint resolu-
tions were read the second time, and
placed on the calendar:

H.R. 3223. An act to provide for the com-
pensation of furloughed Federal employees.

S7271

H.J. Res. 75. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for the Special Sup-
plemental Nutrition Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children for fiscal year 2014, and
for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 85. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for fiscal year
2014, and for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. CARPER for the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

*Beth F. Cobert, of California, to be Dep-
uty Director for Management, Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, and Ms. COLLINS):

S. 1568. A Dbill to make technical correc-
tions to the Pay Our Military Act to include
midshipmen at the United States Merchant
Marine Academy, who are appointed as mid-
shipmen in the Navy Reserve; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 539
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 539, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to foster more ef-
fective implementation and coordina-
tion of clinical care for people with
pre-diabetes and diabetes.
S. 862
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 862, a bill to amend section 5000A
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide an additional religious exemp-
tion from the individual health cov-
erage mandate.
S. 1300
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1300, a bill to amend the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 to pro-
vide for the conduct of stewardship end
result contracting projects.
S. 1332
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1332, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure more timely access to home
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