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Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, in 

honor of Throwback Thursday, I would 
like to read to my colleagues the words 
of then-Senator Barack Obama during 
the debate on March 16, 2006, about 
raising the debt limit: 

The fact that we are here today to debate 
raising America’s debt limit is a sign of lead-
ership failure. It is a sign that the U.S. Gov-
ernment can’t pay its own bills. It is a sign 
that we now depend on ongoing financial as-
sistance from foreign countries to finance 
our government’s reckless fiscal policies. 

Increasing America’s debt weakens us do-
mestically and internationally. Leadership 
means that the buck stops here. Instead, 
Washington is shifting the burden of bad 
choices today onto the backs of our children 
and grandchildren. America has a debt prob-
lem and a failure of leadership. Americans 
deserve better. 

I therefore intend to oppose the effort to 
increase America’s debt limit. 

That was spoken by Senator Barack 
Obama on March 16, 2006. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a $17 trillion 
debt today under the leadership of 
President Obama. I would say today is 
the day to come together as reasonable 
people to resolve this crisis. 

f 

SHUTDOWN EFFECTS IN EL PASO 

(Mr. O’ROURKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, the 
government shutdown continues to 
harm the communities I represent and 
the more than 43,000 Federal employees 
in El Paso who dedicated their careers 
to public service. 

The Federal district court in El Paso 
is one of the busiest in the country. It 
handles a large volume of immigration 
and drug cases, among many others. I 
recently heard from Maureen Franco, a 
Federal public defender, regarding the 
shutdown’s impact in El Paso. 

In the U.S. Attorneys Office there, 
the prosecutors and public defenders 
are working, but not getting paid. In 
addition, their staffs have been fur-
loughed. The result: prosecutors 
brought only 35 cases on Monday. On 
Tuesday and Wednesday, only nine peo-
ple were brought into court. When our 
government works, the average is 55 a 
day. 

The same number of people are being 
arrested, but the shutdown means we 
are not prosecuting them in a timely 
manner. It is likely that these individ-
uals are remaining in detention at tax-
payer expense, costing us more than if 
the government were open. Justice is 
not being served, nor are the American 
people. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to end the 
shutdown. Please allow an up-or-down 
vote. It will pass this House on a bipar-
tisan basis. It will be signed into law 
by the President. We can reopen the 
government today. 

f 

PASS A FARM BILL 

(Mrs. NOEM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, for 21⁄2 
years, I have come to this House floor 
and talked about the importance of a 
farm bill and the need to have a farm 
bill for our national security interests. 
Our producers in this country make 
sure the people that live in this coun-
try have the opportunity to partake in 
an affordable and safe food supply, not 
relying on another country to feed us, 
or they truly would control us. 

We don’t have a farm bill today, but 
the Speaker has assured me we will go 
to conference soon and get one done. 
But let me tell you about a tragedy 
that happened in South Dakota last 
week. 

This picture beside me would be very 
sad if it just reflected one situation in 
South Dakota, but western South Da-
kota is littered with tens of thousands 
of dead cows, horses, and sheep that 
were killed by a tragic blizzard that hit 
South Dakota just last week. 

The stories we have heard of losses to 
families are tragic. One mother visited 
with us and told us about driving her 
kids to school every day, and it looks 
like she is driving down a road covered 
with dead cattle filling the ditches. 

We have a farm bill because we need 
to make sure that there are disaster 
programs to cover situations like this. 
The livestock programs that I authored 
that are included in the farm bill that 
needs to be signed into law would help 
protect some of these families and keep 
them in business in the future. 

f 

WE HAVE WORK TO DO 

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, it is 
day 10 of the unnecessary and harmful 
government shutdown and a week away 
from when we reach the debt ceiling 
and risk an economic shutdown. It is 
time to end this dysfunction. 

Across this country, people are out of 
work and wondering, When will this 
shutdown end? Will the United States 
default on its debt? And, importantly, 
Why can’t our elected Representatives 
resolve this? 

We can resolve this, and we can do it 
today. A majority of the House and 
Senate and our President support com-
promise legislation to reopen the gov-
ernment. The Speaker should schedule 
a vote now. And the majority of Ameri-
cans—our constituents—are opposed to 
letting a debate about the Affordable 
Care Act excuse Congress from ful-
filling its basic obligation to pay the 
Nation’s bills. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, let’s get 
the government open, make sure we 
don’t cause the Nation to default, and 
sit down and face the challenges to-
gether. We have work to do to build the 
economy and to begin to rebuild and 
restore our Nation’s confidence in this 
United States House of Representa-
tives. 

GET OUR FISCAL HOUSE IN ORDER 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
so interesting to hear my colleagues 
talk about how they want a clean CR. 
Just so that everyone realizes, Mr. 
Speaker, what they are saying is give 
us the money—no strings attached, no 
accountability. 

What we continue to say to our col-
leagues is we want an accountable 
CR—accountable to the U.S. taxpayer, 
who is footing the bill for this govern-
ment. It is not Federal money that we 
appropriate or that we spend. It is tax-
payer money coming out of the pockets 
of hardworking men and women. 

As I read emails from my district in 
Tennessee, what I hear repeatedly is, 
number one, We cannot afford the $17 
trillion in debt. It really scares us. It 
frightens us for the future of our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

We cannot continue to monetize $75 
billion worth of debt each month. We 
have to get our fiscal house in order. 
That is what we seek to do. 

f 

VOTE ON A CLEAN CR 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
while Republicans are trying to de-
stroy the Affordable Care Act, the 
American people are embracing it—and 
have been for the past 3 years. Even my 
district, which is rightly upset over not 
being included in the exchanges like 
other Americans, has benefited. 

Let me tell you a story I heard from 
one of our doctors. 

According to one doctor, the preven-
tive care without copays and 26-year- 
olds being able to stay on their par-
ents’ insurance has helped keep her 
practice afloat. The up-to-35 percent 
tax credit for small businesses and the 
rebate from insurance companies that 
didn’t meet their medical loss ratio al-
lowed her to relieve her employees of 
their portion of the health insurance 
premiums. This, and many other ways, 
is how the Affordable Care Act is work-
ing in my community. 

Like a few other places in the law, 
fixes may be needed, like for the terri-
tories. The President and Democrats 
will address them, but in a rational 
manner. 

So I am calling on my Republican 
colleagues to end the hostage-taking of 
this Congress, of our Federal employ-
ees, of our economy, and the good faith 
and credit of our Nation. Don’t fight 
us. Join us. Support the Affordable 
Care Act—a good law that is expanding 
access to affordable health care for all 
of us. When some of us benefit, all of us 
benefit. 

Let’s vote on a clean CR, open up our 
government, and lift the debt ceiling 
today. 
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