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So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS 

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to the podium today in recogni-
tion of the passing of my predecessor 
and one of the Members of this body. 
Joining me at the podium are two 
members of the Minnesota delegation. 
Representative ERIK PAULSEN of Min-
nesota’s Third Congressional District 
was a longtime friend of former United 
States House of Representatives Mem-
ber and Senator, Rod Grams. Also join-
ing me at the podium is United States 
Representative RICK NOLAN of Min-
nesota’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, which was also part of the terri-
tory represented by former Representa-
tive Rod Grams. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to a former Member of both this 
House and the United States Senate 
from the State of Minnesota, Rep-
resentative and Senator Rod Grams. 
Rod peacefully passed away late Tues-
day evening after a lengthy battle with 
cancer. He was only 65 years old. 

Rod Grams was a very humble man of 
principle. He grew up on a family farm 
in Crown, in eastern Minnesota, where 
he received his ‘‘eternal crown.’’ It was 
the same farm that his father grew up 
on. It is the farm where Rod acquired 
his diligent, hardworking, Minnesota- 
grown work ethic. 

Rod Grams worked in broadcasting 
for nearly 25 years in Minnesota. He 
earned a reputation as a positive com-
municator who understood how to 
speak with his fellow Minnesotans. He 
then built his own business and real-
ized the happiness and challenges of 
creating jobs and making a go of his 
American Dream. 

Rod lived life to the fullest, and he 
showed others how to do the same. He 
successfully navigated the real world, 
which shaped his views before serving 

as Minnesota’s Sixth Congressional 
District Representative and then the 
entire State of Minnesota in the United 
States Senate. 

Rod Grams was dedicated to main-
taining personal liberty and doing ev-
erything within his power to protect 
Americans against the constantly 
growing size and scope of the Federal 
Government’s intrusion into the lives 
of real Americans that he represented 
at this great Capitol. With his keen eye 
and long-term vision, Minnesotans had 
a dedicated advocate here in the Halls 
of the United States Congress. 

It was an honor for me and my hus-
band, Marcus, to know Rod Grams for 
decades. He was a leader, an example, 
but, more importantly, he was my 
friend. My heart goes out to his wife, 
Christine, to his four beautiful chil-
dren, and to the light of his life, his 
grandchildren. 

While Rod Grams will be greatly 
missed here in this body, we take com-
fort in the fact that he contributed so 
much by way of his service to the great 
State of Minnesota and to our country. 
We all benefit from Rod Grams’s monu-
mental legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask now that the 
House of Representatives observe a mo-
ment of silence to honor the incredible 
life of former United States Senator 
Rod Grams. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RADEL). Will all Members please rise. 

f 

REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleague from Minnesota 
for organizing this delegation, along 
with Congressman KLINE, who has 
joined us as well, and acknowledge the 
passing and remember a wonderful 
servant from Minnesota, Congressman 
and U.S. Senator Rod Grams, who lost 
a very courageous battle to cancer re-
cently. He passed away peacefully with 
his wife, Christine, by his side. 

I actually got to know Rod Grams 
first. Our families went to church to-
gether. I was just a young student, but 
I always remembered Rod Grams not 
only as a successful small businessman, 
but someone who was a famous anchor-
man on Channel 9 KMSP. That is where 
he got his start in politics. He left the 
news and actually ran for Congress 
back in 1992 and then the United States 
Senate in 1994. 

The one thing I will always remem-
ber about Rod Grams is that he always 
maintained his small-town, rural Min-
nesota values. He embodied those val-
ues. He shared those values. He always 
lived them to the fullest, and we re-
member his service to our State. 

f 

REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS 
(Mr. KLINE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleagues for being down here to re-
member somebody who was, in many 
ways, bigger than life: big, tall Rod 
Grams. 

He wanted to do something for his 
State and his country, and he did. He 
came to the House of Representatives 
to serve one term. While he was here in 
his freshman term, he ran for the 
United States Senate and won. 

Rod had a lot of things he worked on, 
but one of them was the child tax cred-
it. It was a long, tough slog that he 
brought all the way across the finish 
line, and that is just who Rod was. He 
didn’t quit. He knew what he was 
about. He was an independent thinker. 
He was unafraid to take a stand and 
speak up for his State and his country. 

We will miss him. 
f 
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REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS 

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers of the House, I am proud to say 
that Rod was a constituent of mine in 
the last years of his life, running a 
small town radio station at which he 
did just a wonderfully good job. 

He was always so thoughtful and so 
dedicated to public service and so high-
ly regarded by all who knew him. He 
was a wonderful public servant. He con-
tributed much to the well-being of Min-
nesota and to this Nation and to the ci-
vility of this Chamber, itself. His con-
tributions are enormous, and his pres-
ence will be forever apparent here, and 
we will miss him greatly. 

We extend our deepest, heartfelt 
sympathies to the family and to all of 
those who had the good fortune to 
know and work with Rod Grams. 

f 

REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I join my 
colleagues here to simply pay great 
tribute and honor to a dedicated public 
servant—a person who loved his coun-
try, who put it all on the line for the 
betterment of his neighbors and fellow 
Americans. Rod Grams is a proud son 
of Minnesota, and he will be deeply 
missed. 

f 

YERTLE THE TURTLE 

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, as we enter day 10 of this reckless 
and irresponsible government shut-
down, I once again turn to Dr. Seuss, 
the well-known author, best known for 
being able to communicate well to 
children. 
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