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RECOGNIZING THE 170TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF B’NAI B’RITH INTER-
NATIONAL 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2013 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the 170th Anniversary of B’nai B’rith 
International. I am proud to acknowledge the 
accomplishments of the oldest existing Jewish 
service agency and celebrate their achieve-
ments. 

On October 13, 1843, twelve German Jew-
ish immigrants convened to address the chal-
lenges of their growing community. Imme-
diately, they established a financial support 
system for families of the deceased, open a 
Jewish public library, and assisted flood vic-
tims in Baltimore. They also began to speak 
out against anti-Semitism. These early prior-
ities of advocacy, education, and community 
support can still be seen in B’nai B’rith’s work 
around the world today. 

B’nai B’rith is one of Israel’s strongest advo-
cates in the United States and Europe. Work-
ing with policymakers in the United States, the 
European Union, and the United Nations, 
B’nai B’rith has championed Israel’s right to 
defend itself, advanced the rights of Jewish 
refugees in the Middle East, and ensured that 
life insurance companies cannot refuse cov-
erage due to travelling to Israel. 

B’nai B’rith has also sustained the health 
and well-being of the aged through advocating 
for senior services, tirelessly working for af-
fordable access to medical care, and providing 
housing for seniors. In partnership with the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, B’nai B’rith is the largest Jewish spon-
sor of subsidized housing in the United States. 
Residents are accepted regardless of religion, 
race, or handicap. 

Following the Jewish tradition that every life 
is sacred, B’nai B’rith assists victims of natural 
disasters around the world. From the Great 
Chicago Fire of 1871 to the 2010 earthquake 
in Haiti, B’nai B’rith is on the front lines help-
ing those who need it most. 

This esteemed organization is a beacon to 
all who strive for a safer, healthier, more toler-
ant world. I welcome the opportunity to stand 
with B’nai B’rith International on the 170th an-
niversary of its establishment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF 
GEORGE BAKER 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2013 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Chief George Baker upon his retire-
ment from the Mashpee Fire Department. 

Chief Baker has spent the past thirty years 
serving the town of Mashpee through his in-

valuable service to the Mashpee Fire Depart-
ment, filling the role of Fire Chief for the past 
two decades. His many friends and colleagues 
describe him as a man truly dedicated to his 
service, always putting his fellow firemen and 
the Mashpee community first. Even on his last 
day at the Department, Chief Baker chose to 
wear a blue firefighter’s uniform instead of his 
usual white chief’s uniform to remember his 
earlier years of service, and he spent the day 
responding to emergency calls throughout the 
community. His dedication to helping others 
sets an example for us all to follow, and I 
know I speak for many when I say that his ac-
complishments have been invaluable to the 
town of Mashpee. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Chief George Baker upon his retirement from 
the Mashpee Fire Department. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in thanking Chief Baker for 
his many years of service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO UNITED STATES 
VETERANS INITIATIVE 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 11, 2013 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the United States Veterans Initiative 
upon its 20th anniversary. 

U.S. Vets is the nation’s largest nonprofit 
provider of comprehensive services such as 
housing, counseling, and career development 
to homeless and at-risk veterans. Since its 
founding, U.S. Vets has established 11 facili-
ties across the nation dedicated to providing 
vital services to over 20,000 veterans and 
their families. 

In 1992, the West Los Angeles Veteran Af-
fairs Medical Center discovered that 25% of its 
veterans were being discharged into home-
lessness. As a result, ‘‘The Genesis Com-
mittee’’ was formed under the guidance of 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Harry 
Pregerson, a Marine veteran of World War II, 
to address the dire need for veteran housing. 
‘‘The Genesis Committee’’ later became the 
first U.S. Vets Board of Directors. 

U.S. Vets opened its inaugural site, the 
Westside Residence Hall in Inglewood, Cali-
fornia, in 1993 with five veterans. Since then, 
U.S. Vets has risen to national prominence 
with locations in Houston, Texas; Las Vegas, 
Nevada; Phoenix, Arizona; Honolulu, Hawaii; 
and Washington, D.C. In 2000, U.S. Vets 
opened the largest transitional housing facility 
for homeless veterans in the nation, Villages 
at Cabrillo, a 26-acre project in Long Beach, 
California that houses over 550 veterans. 

To address the continually evolving needs 
of veterans, U.S. Vets has expanded their ef-
forts into specialized programming to provide 
services to veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan, 
female veterans, and the chronically mentally 
ill. 

The time, energy and care the United States 
Veterans Initiative has given to our veterans in 

need is truly extraordinary, and the nation as 
a whole has greatly benefitted from their dedi-
cated efforts. At this time, I ask all Members 
to join me in congratulating the United States 
Veterans Initiative upon its 20th anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA 
STATE COLLEGE 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, October 11, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 50th anniversary of 
Northwest Florida State College located in 
Niceville, Florida. Throughout the past 50 
years, its faculty and students have exhibited 
an assiduous dedication to excellence that has 
led to the college’s growth from its beginnings 
as a junior college with a makeshift campus to 
now a state college with seven campuses and 
centers and six bachelor’s degree programs. I 
am proud to congratulate them on this great 
achievement. 

Access to education is one of the most vital 
components for a successful society, and in 
the spring of 1963, the Florida Legislature, 
recognizing the opportunity to better serve the 
educational needs of the citizens in Northwest 
Florida, authorized the establishment of a jun-
ior college to be located in Okaloosa County. 
Originally named the Okaloosa-Walton Junior 
College, its doors opened for the first time to 
767 students in a temporary location in the 
City of Valparaiso, Florida on August 24, 
1964. In honor of the heroism of the Doolittle 
Raiders, the students chose ‘‘Raiders’’ as their 
college’s official mascot. 

Just a few years and an Act of Congress 
later, the permanent home for the college in 
Niceville was established. In 2004, the college 
name was officially changed to Okaloosa-Wal-
ton College in reflection of the new accredita-
tion to award bachelor’s degrees, and in 2008, 
it was changed to Northwest Florida State Col-
lege, upon the creation of the Florida College 
System. 

While its name and structure has evolved 
throughout its 50-year history, students have 
never stopped pouring through its doors. Stu-
dents of all ages made the college their alma- 
mater, whether high school students taking 
dual enrollment courses or adults simply inter-
ested in expanding their knowledge in a vari-
ety of areas. Fifty years; seven locations; nu-
merous state, regional, and national athletic ti-
tles; and more than 350,000 students later, 
Northwest Florida State College is recognized 
for its cultural enrichment and stellar edu-
cational opportunities provided to the North-
west Florida community. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, it is an honor for me to rise today 
to recognize the 50th anniversary of Northwest 
Florida State College. My wife Vicki and I join 
the citizens of Northwest Florida in congratu-
lating the faculty, students, and alumni of the 
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college on its golden anniversary. We wish 
them many more years of continued success. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SUR-
VIVOR BENEFITS CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION, 
2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 9, 2013 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to support H.J. Res. 91. 

This past Sunday four of our brave soldiers 
were killed in Afghanistan by a roadside 
bomb. Those four included an Army nurse 
from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, an Army 
criminal investigator from the 5th Military Po-
lice Battalion in Vicenza, Italy, and two Army 
Rangers from Company B, 3rd Battalion, 75th 
Ranger Regiment, at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
which borders my Congressional District, and 
which I feel a deep commitment to. 

And earlier this week I was shocked and an-
gered to learn that the Secretary of Defense 
and the President were withholding the Death 
Gratuity for the families of these fallen heroes. 

For those of you who do not know what that 
is, the Death Gratuity is a benefit payable to 
a designated beneficiary, in a lump sum of 
$100,000, for a death on active duty or inac-
tive duty training, and Burial Benefits which 
provide up to $10,500 to survivors to cover ex-
penses related to the burial of the service 
member. 

In order to prevent these kinds of delays in 
benefits, on September 29th, with my full sup-
port, the House passed H.R. 3210, the Pay 
Our Military Act. On September 30th the bill 
was passed by the Senate and signed into law 
by President Obama. 

Among other things, that bill was to ensure 
that during the shut down there would be 
funds available to provide pay and allowances 
to members of the Armed Forces, including re-
serve components, who are performing active 
service. 

The Congressional intent of the legislation 
was clear: to give the Department of Defense 
the authority to pay these very types benefits 
to the men and women of this great Nation 
who have sacrificed to preserve our freedoms. 
It is a shame that the President and Secretary 
of Defense are playing politics and not hon-
oring the Congressional intent of the bill al-
ready signed into law. 

What is even more shameful is that as the 
Commander in Chief, President Obama is not 
honoring that role. As the head of our Nation’s 
military, I find it incomprehensible that he has 
not ordered these benefits to be paid out no 
matter what. Congress has already approved 
these funds, but the buck stops with the Presi-
dent, literally. How can the leader of our mili-
tary turn his back on those he swore to lead? 

It is for that reason I speak in support of 
H.J. Res. 91. This bill will ensure death gratu-
ities and related survivor benefits will be paid 
out to those families who have given the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our nation. 

I hope both sides of the aisle show the 
president today that he cannot play politics at 
the expense of our fallen service men and 
women, and their families, and give these 
brave soldiers the respect they deserve. 

BORDER SECURITY AND ENFORCE-
MENT CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS RESOLUTION, 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 10, 2013 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I am deeply 
concerned that Republican-Majority has 
brought a bill (H.J. Res 79) to the floor that 
would provide funds solely for specific offices 
within the Department of Homeland Security. 
DHS deemed 86 percent of its employees es-
sential during this forced Republican govern-
ment shutdown; however, this bill only pro-
vides funds for: Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, National Protection and Programs 
Directorate’s office of Biometric Identity Man-
agement, Coast Guard, Customs and Border 
Protection, and Citizenship and Immigration 
Services. 

The bill does not provide critical funding for 
many of the other offices within the DHS that 
play a vital role in protecting our country. As 
the Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection, and 
Security Technologies, I advocate for funding 
of the offices and programs that protect our 
nation from cyber attacks and monitor our crit-
ical infrastructure. 

The consequences of accepting this piece-
meal bill are very severe, a very risky impedi-
ment to the daily duties and services that DHS 
provides for our country’s protection. Providing 
funds for the DHS, as a whole, is vital to our 
homeland security. Republicans continue to 
use this piecemeal approach; showing a reck-
less disdain for the Federal government and 
her dedicated employees, which fails to grasp 
the bigger picture, and have failed to bring an 
end to this government shutdown. We must, 
and cannot accept these extortion tactics. 

I urge my colleagues to reject this bill and 
vote for a clean CR, and to raise the debt limit 
now. 

f 

HONORING THE FLORIDA ATLAN-
TIC UNIVERSITY FOR OVER 40 
YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN OF-
FERING VALUABLE HIGHER EDU-
CATION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2013 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU) for their excellence in offering valuable 
educational opportunities to the residents of 
South Florida for more than 40 years. 

FAU first began operating in my district in 
1971 with the opening of the Commercial Bou-
levard campus in Fort Lauderdale. This cam-
pus saw high enrollment and immediate suc-
cess, and in 1987—just eleven years later— 
FAU began construction of the Reubin O’D. 
Askew Tower in downtown Fort Lauderdale. In 
1989, the Florida Legislature designated FAU 
as the lead state university serving Broward 
County. Shortly thereafter, another large cam-
pus was established in Davie. The latest addi-
tion to these FAU campuses is a state-of-the- 

art, 12-story Higher Education Complex, also 
located in downtown Fort Lauderdale. 

Throughout its history in Broward County, 
FAU has worked in close cooperation with 
Broward College, establishing a system of 
seamless transition from lower-division to 
upper-division work that can be called a model 
for the Nation. Thousands of place-bound stu-
dents who otherwise would have been unable 
to obtain a university education have earned 
degrees on FAU’s Broward campuses, and 
have gone on to pursue successful careers in 
fields that include architecture, public adminis-
tration, business, communication, engineering, 
computer science, criminology and criminal 
justice, social work, urban and regional plan-
ning, education, nursing, the arts and 
sciences, and many more. 

FAU boasts the most diverse student body 
in all of Florida’s public universities. With near-
ly half of the population representing minority 
groups or foreign nations, their 30,000 mem-
ber student body was recently ranked the 27th 
most diverse university in America by the U.S. 
News & World Report. Students from Broward 
make up almost 40 percent of this body, main-
taining the county’s historic status as the 
home of the greatest number of FAU students 
and alumni. 

Furthermore, it is focused on preserving and 
protecting the future of South Florida and 
helping cities all over the world face the chal-
lenges of the 21st century. On the Davie cam-
pus, FAU researchers are engaged in a criti-
cally important initiative to understand and 
mitigate the major human-caused stressors 
that have created grave damage to the Ever-
glades. In the Atlantic Ocean, off the coast of 
Broward County, FAU engineers affiliated with 
the Southeast National Marine Renewable En-
ergy Center are working to establish the 
world’s first offshore turbine test site, with the 
goal of advancing the effort to generate en-
ergy from ocean currents. 

In Dania Beach, residents are being served 
by a new nano-filtration facility that has vastly 
improved the quality of the water they receive 
in their homes. Designed with input from FAU 
engineering faculty members and students, 
this is the first water treatment plant in the 
world to receive Gold Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design certification from 
the U.S. Green Building Council. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to 
recognize Florida Atlantic University for the 
tremendous work that the institution has done 
in South Florida for over 40 years. I want to 
express my sincerest gratitude for their leader-
ship in both providing opportunities for higher 
education and addressing many environmental 
issues in the community. I wish the University 
all my best and many more years of continued 
success. 

f 

COMMENDING NORTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY FOR ITS SECOND 
ANNUAL HIGHER EDUCATION IN-
NOVATION PUBLIC SURVEY 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 11, 2013 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, with jobs 
and the economic recovery continuing to be a 
top concern of many of my constituents, I rise 
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Text Box
 CORRECTION

December 2, 2014 Congressional Record
Correction To Page E1488
October 11, 2013, on page E1488, the following appeared: HONORING THE FLORIDA ATLANTA

The online version should be corrected to read: HONORING THE FLORIDA ATLANTIC
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