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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, October 14, 2013, at 12 noon.

The Senate met at 1 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable HEIDI
HEITKAMP, a Senator from the State of
North Dakota.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Lord God of all creative possibilities,
help our lawmakers turn this impasse
into a bypass so that the heart of our
Nation may beat vibrantly and strong.

Lord, on our coins and currency, we
have placed the words ‘“‘In God We
Trust.” Give our lawmakers the wis-
dom to trust You and each other, turn-
ing the stubbornness of impossibilities
into the blessings of creative possibili-
ties.

You are our God, and we refuse to en-
tertain fears about our Nation’s future,
for we remember how You have led this
great Republic in the past. Make a way
out of no way. Answer our prayers and
use Your powerful arms to keep our
Nation safe and secure.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2013

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 13, 2013.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable HEIDI HEITKAMP, a
Senator from the State of North Dakota, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. HEITKAMP thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

DEFAULT PREVENTION ACT OF
2013—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 211, S. 1569, the debt limit
bill.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 211, S.
1569, a bill to ensure the complete and timely
payment of the obligations of the United
States Government until December 31, 2014.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. We have some speakers

throughout the day’s session with Sen-

ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each. We will have more infor-
mation at a subsequent time how late
we will be in.

Yesterday Republicans voted to stop
the Senate from even debating legisla-
tion to avert a catastrophic default of
the Nation’s debt. They stopped this
body from even discussing the single
most important issue facing this Na-
tion: the loss of the full faith and cred-
it of our country.

They did so under the pretext that
refusing to pay the country’s bills
would somehow make those bills dis-
appear. No one denies that this Nation
has work to do to reduce this debt. But
Republicans who say this country
should default on its debt today are the
same Republicans who ran up the debt
only a few short years ago. These same
Republicans charged more than $4 tril-
lion in tax breaks for the rich on the
American taxpayers’ credit card. They
paid for two wars costing about $2 tril-
lion with borrowed money, and they
rang up a $400 million tab for a Medi-
care prescription drug plan. They ran
up the Nation’s credit card for years
and years on many things.

There was one conversation on one of
the Sunday shows today that said we
were trying to break the caps set in the
Budget Control Act. We know that on
January 15, the second year of seques-
tration, we voted differently than that.
We voted to extend the CR until No-
vember 15, not a word about breaking
the caps. We are happy to go forward
with the CR, as we have already voted
for in this body. Any talk about break-
ing caps is not anything that comes
from us. Yet every single Republican
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