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all about if we would just stop the con-
gressional exemption under 
ObamaCare. Members of Congress and 
their staffs are the only people in 
America who are required to shop on 
the exchange. Let me say it again. 
Members of Congress and their staffs 
are the only people who are required to 
shop on the exchange. The only issue 
here is whether or not we get an em-
ployer contribution. That is the only 
issue. 

Every Republican in my State who 
works for the State government gets 
an employer contribution. Every Re-
publican who serves in Congress from 
my State gets an employer contribu-
tion. They do it right now; they get 
that employer contribution. If it is so 
immoral, if it is so bad to get an em-
ployer contribution, give it up. Step 
up, set the example. Set the example, 
Say, ‘‘No more employer contribution. 
It is evil.’’ Until they step up and give 
up their employer contribution, I think 
it is beyond offensive that they would 
threaten the young lady who answers 
my phone with her employer contribu-
tion or the young man just out of 
school with a heavy debt load who 
thought he was going to get an em-
ployer contribution when he came to 
work for the Senate, who lives in Co-
lumbia, MO, and doesn’t make a huge 
amount of money. 

You do not come to work for the gov-
ernment if you want to get rich. You 
come to work for the government if 
you want to serve. The notion that for 
political purposes we are threatening 
the employer contribution of the peo-
ple who work in our offices is, frankly, 
about as low as it gets. So I do not 
want to hear it anymore unless some-
body is giving up their employer con-
tribution. They all can. The minute I 
hear the Republicans who are advo-
cating this position have given up their 
employer contribution—right now— 
then we can have a discussion that has 
misled the American people into think-
ing somehow—somehow—this is some 
special deal for Congress. 

Real people are getting hurt. We are 
not even sure what the other side 
wants. We are threatening the essence 
of what makes America great, which is 
our democracy, and we are misleading 
the American people in ways that are 
tremendously unfair to the great peo-
ple who work for all of us across this 
city and, importantly, across all of our 
home States. 

So I will continue to talk to my 
friends across the aisle. Even today, on 
Sunday, all of us are having these con-
versations. It is my understanding our 
friends down the hall in the House of 
Representatives went home. We are 
having conversations. One week ago I 
do not think the Speaker could utter a 
sentence without saying the word 
‘‘conversation.’’ We are having con-
versations today. I hope they will con-
tinue into the night and that tomorrow 
will be a better day for this democracy 
that we all like to brag about but we 
are threatening to blow up. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor and suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following joint resolution was 
read the second time, and placed on the 
calendar: 

H.J. Res. 76. Joint resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for the National Nu-
clear Security Administration for fiscal year 
2014, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.J. RES. 76 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I have 
been told that H.J. Res. 76 is due for a 
second reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The lead-
er is correct. 

The clerk will read the joint resolu-
tion by title for the second time. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 76) making 

continuing appropriations for the National 
Nuclear Security Administration for fiscal 
year 2014, and for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I object 
to any further proceedings on this mat-
ter at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the joint reso-
lution will be placed on the calendar. 

f 

DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I have 
had a productive conversation with the 
Republican leader this afternoon. Our 
discussions were substantive, and we 
will continue those discussions. I am 
optimistic about the prospects for a 
positive conclusion to the issues before 
this country today. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 
14, 2013 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 2 p.m. Monday, October 14; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day; 
and that at 5 p.m. the Senate proceed 
to executive session to consider the 
Wood and Haikala district judge nomi-
nations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. REID. Madam President, under 
the previous order, at 5 p.m. tomorrow 
there will be 30 minutes for debate 
prior to a series of up to two rollcall 
votes on the confirmation of Andrea 
Wood to be a U.S. district judge for the 
Northern District of Illinois and Mad-
eline Haikala for the Northern District 
of Alabama. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 2 P.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Madam President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it adjourn under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 4:46 p.m., adjourned until Monday, 
October 14, 2013, at 2 p.m. 
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