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jobs lost each month because of the Ko-
rean free trade deal.

We were promised with the Korean
deal that our economy would grow
through increased exports by $10 bil-
lion to $11 billion.

Guess what?

In reality, U.S. exports to Korea have
actually declined by roughly $800 mil-
lion since the agreement took effect.
Yes, that is a 20 percent decline. That
translates into lost jobs and lost in-
come.

America was told that if we signed
the Korean trade agreement that, actu-
ally, our trade deficit would shrink.
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Well, guess what, the month the Ko-
rean trade agreement took effect, the
U.S. trade deficit with Korea was $564
billion. It has nearly tripled to $1.6 bil-
lion, adding to the sea of red trade-def-
icit ink and more lost jobs.

We were told that America would ac-
tually level the playing field in the
field of automotive trade if we passed
the Korean free trade deal. I didn’t
vote for it. But guess what? Since the
Korean agreement took effect, U.S. ex-
ports of motor vehicles to Korea have
gone up monthly by, guess what, how
much—44 cars—44 cars. That is it. At
the same time, guess how many more
cars the Koreans are shipping in here
per month—20,000. All told, Korea has
imported more than 1.5 million motor
vehicles to the United States since the
agreement took effect.

Meanwhile, America has only ex-
ported 34,000 cars—only 34,000. That is a
44 to one advantage on Korea’s side.
That doesn’t sound like an agreement
that is working to me. Why model the
new TPP on that agreement. The Ko-
rean deal isn’t working.

The sad thing is the American people
have been told the same free-trade
agreement lies for the past quarter
century. All the lies that are contained
in them have resulted in a sea of red
ink that is costing us jobs. It is no sur-
prise America has amassed a $17 tril-
lion budget deficit when you have a $9
trillion accumulated trade deficit over
the last 25 years. Too much of our eco-
nomic powerhouse has been traded
away.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for Congress
to stop these bad trade deals. Focus on
creating jobs inside our country. I call
on Republican leaders to sideline the
Trans-Pacific Partnership deal and
bring up my bill H.R. 192, the Bal-
ancing Trade Act, as a start.

This legislation would require the ad-
ministration to outline actions to bal-
ance the trade deficit with every single
country with which we have a trade
deficit—including Korea—country by
country. America can then again begin
to create jobs in this country at a level
that the American people expect—to
yield a vibrant economy here at
home—and grow our middle class for-
ward, not backward.
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GOVERNMENT GLITCHES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, the American people have
become all too accustomed to govern-
ment glitches, which result largely
from government that has grown too
large, too bureaucratic, and too dif-
ficult to navigate.

Every day, with a dedicated and com-
passionate staff, I assist constituents
in navigating the frustrating and chal-
lenging bureaucracy of the Federal
Government. On a daily basis, we at-
tempt to problem-solve issues that
citizens face when seeking resolution
on issues with Federal agencies, agen-
cies such as the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, the Environmental Protection
Agency, Veterans Affairs, or FEMA,
just to name a few.

The frustrations and difficulties cre-
ated as unintended consequences of the
Affordable Care Act have dramatically
expanded how large and damaging gov-
ernment glitches can be. The Web site
glitches are just icing on the cake; for
over the last several years, the broken
promises have continued to mount. One
of the more glaring broken promises
was reported yesterday when Ameri-
cans found out they won’t be able to
keep the plan they have, despite what
the President has been telling us.

Yesterday, NBC News aired a report
that sources involved in the Affordable
Care Act have admitted that:

Fifty to 75 percent of the 14 million con-
sumers who buy their insurance individually
can expect to receive a ‘‘cancelation’ letter
or the equivalent over the next year because
their existing policies don’t meet the stand-
ards mandated by the new health care law.

One expert was reported as predicting
that number could reach as high as 80
percent. All of the four NBC sources
said that many of those forced to buy
pricier new policies will experience
‘“‘sticker shock.”

While millions of Americans are
being shocked by cancelation letters
for their health insurance, the Obama
administration has known of this gov-
ernment glitch for at least 3 years.

Mr. Speaker, the so-called Affordable
Care Act has been anything but afford-
able. Prices continue to rise on insur-
ance premiums, and the cost of care
nationally continues to go up.

Mr. Speaker, this law was intended
to expand access and quality. Yet in
Pennsylvania, children are being forced
out of the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, commonly known as PA
CHIP, and into medical assistance.
CHIP is serving our Kkids adequately
through commercial products that are
widely accepted by physicians. It is
low-cost, market-based health insur-
ance coverage. Moving these kids onto
Medicaid has the potential to dramati-
cally limit access to care.

Given the mounting evidence of
glitches in ObamaCare’s rollout, af-
fordability, and individual choice, you
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have to wonder about what the future
holds. From the missed deadlines,
delays, and special waivers to, now,
Web site crashes and Americans losing
the plans they have, the outcomes we
are encountering with this law are
completely unacceptable.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the admin-
istration to delay and fix all these
glitches that are so evident in the Af-
fordable Care Act. It is time for the
Obama administration to do the right
thing. The American people deserve as
much.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF DIWALI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. HONDA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, let me just
be a little uplifting today.

I rise today to wish my friends and
colleagues a happy Diwali. Diwali is
this Sunday, November 3, and it sig-
nifies the start of the lunar new year.
The festival of Diwali is a rich cultural
history. It celebrates the victory of
good over evil, light over darkness, and
knowledge over ignorance.

Diwali is one of the biggest festivals
for Hindus, celebrated with great en-
thusiasm and happiness. The festival is
celebrated for 5 continuous days, where
the third day is celebrated as the main
Diwali festival or Festival of Lights.
This holiday commemorates Lord
Rama’s return from 14 years of exile
after defeating the demon King Ravan.

Different colorful varieties of fire-
works are always associated with this
festival. People shoot firecrackers to
drive away evil spirits. On this auspi-
cious day, people light up diyas lamps
and candles all around their house.
These lamps are kept on during the
night and people clean their houses to
welcome Lakshmi, the goddess of
wealth, into their homes. Lakshmi is
said to bring prosperity and happiness
to people in the new year.

During Diwali, all the celebrants
wear new clothes and share sweets and
snacks with family members and
friends. They perform the ceremonial
Puja in the evening and seek divine
blessings from Lakshmi. The festival of
Diwali is never complete without the
exchange of gifts. People present
Diwali gifts to all near and dear ones.

Diwali is an official holiday in India,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Mauri-
tius, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago,
Suriname, Malaysia, Singapore, and
Fiji. This holiday is one of the most
important holidays in Indian culture
and a time for families to reunite and
enjoy one another’s company.

I ask my colleagues to join me in the
celebration of Diwali, the Festival of
Lights. Happy Diwali.

HONORING GEORGE BERRY, SR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. HARPER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the craftsmanship
of George Berry, Sr.
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