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say everything will be fine when mil-
lions of Americans are losing their ex-
isting health coverage as a direct re-
sult of the health care law. They can’t
say everything will be fine when health
care costs are continuing to skyrocket
even though the President claimed his
health law would bring costs down.
And they can’t say everything will be
fine when consumers’ personal infor-
mation is at serious risk because the
administration didn’t take the proper
precautions with its new data system.

As I said, the healthcare.gov Web site
has been a debacle and the President is
right to recognize it as such, but it
would be a huge mistake to simply
write off the problems with ObamaCare
as a simple IT problem.

My own position on ObamaCare is
very clear. I support repealing the law
in its entirety. As more and more
Americans lose their health coverage—
coverage they shopped for and liked—
and face outlandish costs as a result of
the law, I believe that position will
eventually be vindicated. In the mean-
time, I think we can all agree that the
law is simply not ready for prime time
and that at the very least it should be
delayed so we can protect the Amer-
ican people from further harm.

I have made this call before and I am
sure I will make it again. Today, with
all the new information we have re-
ceived—the broken Web site, the secu-
rity problems, the skyrocketing costs,
and the millions of Americans losing
existing coverage—I hope my friends
on the other side of the aisle will begin
to see the light. I hope they will finally
see what happens when one party tries
to take on something as vast and as
complicated as our health care system
all on its own without any help from
the other side.

I hope that they would work with us
to come up with real solutions to our
Nation’s health care problems. I will
keep waiting, and if the problems we
have seen in the last few weeks are any
indication, I should not have to wait
too much longer.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). Under the previous order, all
postcloture time is yielded back.

The question occurs on the nomina-
tion.

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

At the moment there is not.

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SENATOR THAD COCHRAN’S 12,000TH VOTE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
our good friend, the senior Senator
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from Mississippi, is about to cast his
12,000th vote, a truly remarkable ac-
complishment by a remarkable man.
He was the first Republican to be elect-
ed to the Senate from Mississippi since
Reconstruction. A few years ago he was
named by Time magazine as one of the
10 most effective Members of the Sen-
ate, and they called him ‘‘the quiet
persuader.”’

For those of you who have recently
arrived at the Senate, if you have not
had any dealings with Senator COCH-
RAN yet, you will find that indeed he is
the quiet persuader. In fact, it may be
the secret to his success.

He has had an extraordinarily accom-
plished career here in the Senate, and I
wanted to take a few moments to con-
gratulate him, not only on his service
to his State and the Nation but to our
institution.

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I am
sorry I am a little late here. I see my
colleague, the senior Senator from Mis-
sissippi. I have had the pleasure of
knowing THAD COCHRAN during my en-
tire stay in Washington. He is a fine
man. He has had experience in the
House and the Senate, as I have. I have
always appreciated his courtesies. He is
just such a fine human being.

Before his election to Congress, he
served honorably in the U.S. Navy. He
was a lieutenant in the Navy. After his
tour of duty, while attending law
school at Ole Miss, Senator COCHRAN
returned to active duty for his naval
work, even while he was going to law
school. After graduating from law
school in 1965, he joined the very pres-
tigious law firm Watkins & Eager in
Jackson, MS, and in less than 2 years
he became a partner in that law firm—
which was remarkable. It speaks well
for his acumen in the law and for being
a nice person.

His break from public service did not
last long, though. From the Navy he
ran for Congress in 1972 and served in
the House for 6 years before running
for the Senate. He served as Chairman
of the Republican Conference, the Agri-
culture Committee, and the Appropria-
tions Committee.

Throughout his time in Congress,
Senator COCHRAN has promoted the
best interests of Mississippi’s citizens.
Even when we were on different sides of
the issues, I always respected Senator
COCHRAN’s service to his country, his
dedication to the people of Mississippi
and to the people of this country. I
congratulate him on this impressive
milestone and appreciate most of all
his friendship.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
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consent to the nomination of Richard
F. Griffin, Jr., of the District of Colum-
bia, to be General Counsel of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board.

Mr. HARKIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There is a sufficient
second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 55,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 222 Ex.]

YEAS—55
Baldwin Heinrich Nelson
Baucus Heitkamp Pryor
Begich Hirono Reed
Bennet Johnson (SD) Reid
Blumenthal Kgine Rockefeller
Boxer King Sanders
grm;vn . Elolzlu(_:har Schatz
antwe. andrieu
Cardin Leahy Sﬁgi&?
Carper Levin
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Coons Markey Tester
Donnelly McCaskill Udall (CO)
Durbin Menendez Udall (NM)
Feinstein Merkley Warner
Franken Mikulski Warren
Gillibrand Murkowski Whitehouse
Hagan Murphy Wyden
Harkin Murray
NAYS—44

Alexander Cruz McConnell
Ayotte Enzi Moran
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blunt Flake Portman
Boozman Graham Risch
Burr Grassley Roberts
gﬁgmbhss galtlch Rubio

iesa eller Scott
Coats Hoeven Sessions
Coburn Isakson Shelby
Cochran Johanns Thune
Collins Johnson (WI)
Corker Kirk Toomey
Cornyn Lee Vitter
Crapo McCain Wicker

NOT VOTING—1
Inhofe

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business
for debate only until 7 p.m., with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Tennessee.
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