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campaigns for state Senators and Commis-
sioners. Zulma also served as the feminine
voice on the first non-partisan radio program
in Osceola County directed toward educating
the Spanish speaking Community on political
issues. She has also worked as a volunteer
on the presidential, gubernatorial, congres-
sional, and state representative election cam-
paigns as well. She was elected Secretary of
the Osceola County Democratic Party, and is
an active member of the Orange County
Democratic Party.

Zulma has been honored with awards from
Estrellas Cristianas Ministries for Chaplain of
the Year, Tu Revista Mujer as one of the
“Eleven Most Distinguished Women,” the Flor-
ida Department of Children and Families for
Community Partnership, Impacto Newspaper
as a “Pioneer of the Past Shining Today,” His-
panic Women Assembly, LULAC, United Third
Bridge, and the Santa Maria Municipality of
Peru for Outstanding Service with Twin Cities
Development.

| am happy to honor Zulma Velez-Estrada,
during Hispanic Heritage Month, for her serv-
ice to the Central Florida Hispanic community.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF JOSE LA LUZ

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month to recognize Jose La
Luz, an educator and an advocate for workers’
rights.

A native of Santurce, Puerto Rico, La Luz
comes from a working-class family and spent
his primary years living on the Island. La Luz
credits his grandfather, a self-made merchant
in the mountain town of Ciales, and his moth-
er, a rural school teacher who nurtured and
educated poor children in nearby barrios, with
being his role models and instilling a sense of
compassion and justice in him. They inspired
La Luz to advocate for workers’ rights such as
better wages and working conditions as an
adult.

While growing up in Puerto Rico in the
1950s and 1960s, La Luz’'s grandfather used
to take him to the tobacco, coffee and sugar-
cane fields in Puerto Rico where he witnessed
firsthand the plight of poor Puerto Ricans who
were toiling these fields to earn their meager
livelihoods. Having seen the poor conditions
under which workers lived and worked, La Luz
began to understand the importance of advo-
cating for the human rights of those who had
no voice. The fight for basic rights and justice
for all people, no matter who they are or
where they are from became his life’s passion.

La Luz attended the University of Puerto
Rico where he studied social sciences before
receiving a sports scholarship from the YMCA
and transferring to Springfield College in Mas-
sachusetts. He is a graduate of SUNY’s Em-
pire State College with a Bachelor's degree in
Labor Studies. He also has a Master's Degree
in labor studies from Rutgers University.

Widely recognized as a labor strategist and
intellectual, La Luz has served as a Visiting
Labor Leader in residence at Cornell Univer-
sity. He has also written white papers on orga-
nizing strategies in labor unions, and served
as an instructor in the Labor Studies Programs
at Michigan State and Rutgers University. He
became a Wurf Fellow in the Kennedy School
State and Local Government Program at Har-
vard University in 2007. In 2011, La Luz re-
ceived a lifetime award for his distinguished
career as one of America’s outstanding labor
educators from the United Association for
Labor Education.
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During his college years, La Luz was in-
volved in the Students for a Democratic Soci-
ety, and spoke out on issues such as the Viet-
nam War. He also became involved with local
Puerto Rican Farm Workers organizations in
the Tobacco Valley in Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts. As a community organizer, La Luz
helped secure new rights for migrant workers
in the area by putting public pressure on the
Labor Department of Puerto Rico and de-
nouncing the deplorable conditions that the
migrant workers were working under. He also
helped merge the local farm workers with
Cesar Chavez’'s United Farm Workers of
America.

Among La Luz’s most recent achievements
is the restoration on May 17, 2011 of public
worker rights in Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico Law
45 had been nullified by the passage of a new
fiscal austerity law, Law 7. Law 7 effectively
suspended collective agreement clauses in an
effort to repress public employees and strip
them of collective bargaining rights. Law 7
also caused the layoffs of over 19,000 public
sector employees in Puerto Rico and aggra-
vated an already dismal unemployment rate.
La Luz was fundamental in speaking out
against the injustices by insisting on the need
to restore bargaining rights for public workers.
La Luz made the case for the restoration of
rights as he led a grassroots lobbying cam-
paign along with other union leaders and the
President of Puerto Rico’s Senate. His efforts
resulted in the passage of Law 73 which re-
stored the employee contracts and rights that
had been suspended by Law 7.

It is with great honor and pride that | honor
Jose La Luz's exemplary contributions to
workers’ rights and the Hispanic community.

————
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Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the incredible job Rick Craig and
Laura Dyberg have done as board members
of the Rim of the World Recreation and Park
District. Both of these individuals have en-
riched and fulfilled the lives of the citizens they
have worked for.

Rick Craig served four years on the Board
of Directors and three of those four years, as
chairman. During his tenure with the board, he
served on the Planning and Facilities Com-
mittee and was instrumental in helping their
“Measure N” program to succeed.

Laura Dyberg served on the board since
2005 and was the Board Secretary for many
years. She served on the Planning and Facili-
ties, Personal and Public Relations and Pro-
gram Committees. She was instrumental in
finding a qualified general manager, in the
dedication of Harich Field, and with the re-
naming of the Twin Peaks Recreation com-
plex.

Luckily for the community, both of these ex-
ceptional individuals will continue their service
in various capacities for the betterment of the
recreational community. | wish both of them
well and look forward to hearing about their
new accomplishments.
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
of Riverside County, California are excep-
tional. Riverside County has been fortunate to
have dynamic and dedicated community lead-
ers who willingly and unselfishly give their time
and talent and make their communities a bet-
ter place to live and work. Richard G.
Rajaratnam, MD, FRCS, FACS, is one of
these individuals. This year, Dr. Rajaratnam
will end his tenure as Medical Director for the
Kaiser Permanente Riverside Medical Center.

Dr. Rajaratnam has managed and led the
Kaiser Permanente Riverside Service Area as
Area Medical Director for the Southern Cali-
fornia Permanente Medical Group. He has
been instrumental in achieving breakthroughs
in research and medical advancements. These
breakthroughs include the A.L.L. program, Di-
abetes Care advancement, Choosing Wisely,
Patient-Centered Medical Home, and the de-
velopment of the UCR Medical School to cre-
ate physician leaders for tomorrow. Dr. Raj
aratnam has embraced advancements in tech-
nology and science to improve the health of
the over 370,000 Kaiser Permanente mem-
bers in Riverside County.

Through his leadership, Dr. Rajaratnam has
led the Kaiser Permanente Riverside Medical
Center to be the recipient of multiple pres-
tigious awards, including Leapfrog, California
Award for Performance Excellence (CAPE-
Baldridge Criteria), Independent Health Care
Association for Excellence in Medical Groups,
Medicare 5-Star status, and the Office of Pa-
tient Advocate in the State of California max-
imum four-star rating for quality excellence. He
is a vital member of the local medical commu-
nity, having served as a Board Member of Riv-
erside County Health Foundation, California
Delegate to the American Medical Association,
CMRI Physician Reviewer for the state of Cali-
fornia, Board member of Inland Empire Health
Information Exchange, Past President of the
Riverside County Medical Association, UCR
School of Medicine Graduate Medical Edu-
cation Committee as well as Community Advi-
sory Board.

While retiring from his current position as
Medical Director, Dr. Rajaratham will continue
to be a participant in the medical field and
contribute his experience, knowledge and ex-
pertise to his peers and future physicians.

In light of all Dr. Rajaratnam has done for
Riverside County, it is only fitting that he be
honored for his many years of dedicated serv-
ice. Dr. Rajaratnam’s tireless passion for the
industry in which he serves has contributed
immensely to the betterment of Riverside
County and | am proud to call him a fellow
community member, American and friend. |
commend Dr. Raj aratnam for his tireless work
with the Kaiser Permanente Riverside Medical
Center and express sincere thanks and appre-
ciation for his years of dedication to health
care advancements, research, and the overall
health of his fellow citizens. | know that many
are grateful for his service and salute him as
he prepares to end his tenure later this year.
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