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water infrastructure—which is vital to
the economy of every American com-
munity.

On the other side, the House is pro-
posing a cut of $1.756 billion, more than
75 percent. That cut would devastate
these programs and result in 97,000
fewer jobs. These are the good kinds of
construction jobs, high-paying jobs,
that allow families to stay above the
water and allow communities to pros-
per. The workers who are putting in
those infrastructure projects are also
going to local supermarkets, local res-
taurants, paying the fees and dues to
the Little League teams, and doing the
things we expect every family should
be able to do and we hope every family
can do.

In the Transportation bill, for exam-
ple, we were able to maintain our
promise to fund transit, airport, and
highway systems. We have been able to
set aside more than $1 billion for the
popular TIGER grant program and a
new initiative to replace bridges in
critical transportation corridors. This
is an effort that can benefit every
State in this country in terms of infra-
structure projects.

Looking across the Capitol at the
House Republican Transportation bill,
they are cutting by $7.7 billion—even
more than last year’s sequestration
level. It not only eliminates the TIGER
grants for 2014, it reaches back to 2013
TIGER grants and cuts them by $237
million. These kinds of cuts are unten-
able.

They also signal a very different atti-
tude here. It was at one time clear that
transportation was one of those issues
that united us, Republicans and Demo-
crats, the North, the South, the East,
and the West, because it was something
that every community needed and
every community understood. Now we
see this dichotomy, and that is
unhealthy for our government and for
our economy.

House Appropriations Chairman HAL
ROGERS said last July when these dra-
conian cuts forced House leaders to
pull the bill from consideration:

With this action, the House has declined to
proceed on the implementation of the very
budget it adopted just three months ago.
Thus, I believe that the House has made its
choice: sequestration—and its unrealistic
and ill-conceived discretionary cuts—must
be brought to an end.

Even the chairperson of the House
Appropriations Committee is signaling
that sequestration is untenable and un-
workable.

On this side of the Capitol, Chairman
MIKULSKI has been a strong voice echo-
ing—not only echoing, but asserting—
that position constantly.

We can’t get rid of sequestration
with spending cuts alone. We can’t cut
our way to prosperity. Revenue has to
be part of the solution.

In fact, as we have done over the last
several years, we have cut discre-
tionary spending dramatically. We are
down to not fat but bone, and so we
need additional revenues.
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There is some good news. There are
loopholes, egregious loopholes, that in
and of themselves should be closed, re-
gardless if we were dealing with the
issues of deficit and sequestration.
They are not appropriate, not efficient,
and they do not add to the overall eco-
nomic benefit of the country. They do
benefit very narrow interests. It comes
down to whether my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle are willing to see
these special preferences prevail or
whether the national economy and the
families across this country will ben-
efit.

We have to move forward. We have to
emphasize things that will help us, for
example, create more manufacturing
jobs in this time and for the future. I
think at one point we thought manu-
facturing was passé. We discovered it is
not only not passé but it is absolutely
vital, because we can’t take new inno-
vation, new discoveries, at which we
are so good, commercialize them, and
then create new products in that com-
mercialization process, unless we have
manufacturing.

We learn a lot on the manufacturing
floor. We have seen products we have
developed intellectually become not
only manufactured but improved by
other countries who have the ability to
manufacture, we have to get back to
doing that.

We have to be able to align our work-
force and our education system so that
we have the skills for the next century.
Job training has to be competent, effi-
cient, and adequate. All of this requires
investments in resources, not simply
cutting away and cutting away.

Ultimately, as we understand, and as
our predecessors, particularly my pred-
ecessor, Senator Claiborne Pell, under-
stood, education is the engine that
pulls this country forward. We used to
assume we were the most educated. We
were the country with the best record
of college graduates. We were the coun-
try that advanced public education for
everyone. We look around the world
and we have slipped in terms of college
graduates. We have slipped in terms of
skills. Our public education system
needs to be reinvigorated. Not only
with suggestions from the sidelines,
not only with new approaches, but also
with real resources. These investments
have to be made.

It is a multifaceted approach, but I
think we have to begin with only the
simple understanding, as we go for-
ward, we need to provide the economy,
our constituents, and ourselves the cer-
tainty of an adequate funding level for
the government for the next 2 years.
We need to suspend, dispense with,
postpone—whatever the appropriate
term—sequestration, because it is not
going to help us grow the economy. In
fact, it will take away about 900,000
jobs.

Then we have to certainly make it
clear we will not threaten the credit-
worthiness of the United States by de-
faulting on our debt.

If we can do these things, and I be-
lieve we can, we can provide the cer-
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tainty that our private entrepreneurs
need to make real investments in the
economy and to grow. In all of this, we
have to bring a balanced approach. It is
not only cutting, it is expenditure cuts
wisely chosen, together with revenue
wisely chosen, through closing loop-
holes that will give us a growing econ-
omy, hopefully increase opportunity,
and put us back on the path to pro-
found sustained economic recovery.

(The further remarks of Mr. REED
are printed in today’s RECORD under
““Morning Business.’’)

Mr. REED. I yield the floor.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

There upon, the Senate, at 12:36 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. HEINRICH).

——————

DRUG QUALITY AND SECURITY
ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be allowed to
address the Senate as in morning busi-
ness and that the Senator from South
Carolina, Mr. GRAHAM, be allowed to
join me in a colloquy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Arizona.

TRAN

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, the ad-
ministration’s negotiations with Iran
failed to achieve an interim agreement
this past weekend, and if published re-
ports are accurate, we owe our French
allies a great deal of credit for pre-
venting the major powers in the nego-
tiations—the so-called P5-plus-1—from
making a bad, bad, bad interim deal
with Iran—a deal that could have al-
lowed Iran to continue making
progress on key aspects of its nuclear
program and in return receiving an
easing of billions of dollars in sanc-
tions.

The Senator from South Carolina and
I are not opposed to seeking an interim
agreement with Iran as a way to create
better conditions for negotiations on a
final agreement. We joined with some
of our colleagues in a letter to the
President in support of such an ap-
proach before the Geneva agreement.
But our support was conditioned on the
need for any interim agreement to be
based on the principle of suspension for
suspension; that is to say, the Iranians
would have to fully suspend their en-
richment of uranium and the develop-
ment of their nuclear weaponization
programs and infrastructure, including
construction of the heavy water reac-
tor at Arak. The idea would be to
freeze Iran’s nuclear program in place
so that negotiations could proceed on
how to roll it back without the threat
the Iranians could use negotiations as
a delaying tactic.
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