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The facility continues to serve as a re-
cruitment tool for terrorists. It weak-
ens our alliances with Kkey inter-
national partners.

Guantanamo does not hold terrorists
accountable. The military commission
system for trying these detainees does
not work. Federal courts have recently
overturned two Guantanamo convic-
tions in opinions that will actually pre-
vent the military commission prosecu-
tors from bringing conspiracy and ma-
terial charges against detainees—a fact
acknowledged by the lead military
prosecutor at Guantanamo.

These charges, however, can be pur-
sued in Federal courts where our pros-
ecutors have a strong track record of
obtaining long prison sentences against
those who seek to do us harm. Since
9/11, Federal courts have convicted
more than 500 terrorism-related sus-
pects, and they remain securely behind
bars.

Guantanamo is also diverting scarce
resources from critical national secu-
rity efforts at a time when the Depart-
ment of Defense faces deep and ongoing
cuts. Most Americans would be sur-
prised to know how much it costs to
maintain Guantanamo. It costs about
$450 million a year to house 164 individ-
uals. That means we are spending
about $2.7 million per detainee every
year—every year—year in, year out,
and some have been there for more
than a decade.

In Federal prisons, it costs less than
$80,000 a year to hold an individual,
compared to $2.7 million at Guanta-
namo. So $80,000 at our most secure
Federal prisons, which have housed
hundreds of convicted terrorists for
decades. There has never been an es-
cape. And, despite the fact the Pen-
tagon rejected a request earlier this
year to spend hundreds of millions of
dollars to overhaul the aging com-
pound, House Republicans included this
spending in their version of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act.

We can’t get money for school
lunches for our children, we can’t get
money for the Women, Infants, and
Children Program, but we can continue
to spend hundreds of millions of dollars
more for Guantanamo. Our priorities
as Americans are upside down.

The money squandered on this long-
failed experiment would be Dbetter
served helping disabled veterans re-
turning home from war and soldiers
preparing to defend our Nation in the
future. We don’t have enough money to
do that, but we have enough money to
keep Guantanamo open. Come on. This
waste must end.

Guantanamo has undermined our
reputation as a champion of human
rights. Countries that respect the rule
of law and human rights do not lock
away prisoners indefinitely without
charge or trial. We condemn authori-
tarian states that carry out such prac-
tices and we should not tolerate them
ourselves, even for our worst enemies.
We are a better people than that.

The status quo at Guantanamo is un-
tenable and I appreciate President
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Obama’s renewed vow to shutter this
unnecessary, expensive, and counter-
productive prison. But in order for the
President’s plan to be successful, Con-
gress has to do its part.

We have to pass common sense provi-
sions in the National Defense Author-
ization Act. I thank Senator LEVIN for
his leadership on this issue as chair-
man of the Senate Armed Services
Committee. I stand solidly with Sen-
ators FEINSTEIN, DURBIN, and others
who have long recognized that it is in
our national security interest to close
Guantanamo. It is the fiscally respon-
sible thing to do, it is the morally re-
sponsible thing to do, and, above all, it
will actually make our country safer.

For over a decade, the indefinite de-
tention of prisoners at Guantanamo
has contradicted our most basic prin-
ciples of justice, degraded our inter-
national standing, and harmed our na-
tional security. It is shameful we are
still debating this issue. The status quo
is unacceptable. Close Guantanamo.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————————

DRUG QUALITY AND SECURITY
ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, what is the
matter before the body?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion
to proceed.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3204) to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect
to human drug compounding and drug supply
chain security, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2033

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2033.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, add the following:

This Act shall become effective 1 day after
enactment.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays on that amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?
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There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2034 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2033

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
second-degree amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2034 to
amendment No. 2033.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘1 day’ and in-
sert ‘2 days’’.

MOTION TO COMMIT WITH AMENDMENT NO. 2035

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
motion to commit H.R. 3204 with in-
structions, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to commit the bill to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions with
instructions to report back with the fol-
lowing amendment numbered 2035.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, add the following:

This Act shall become effective 3 days
after enactment.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays on that motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2036

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have an
amendment to the instructions, which
is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2036 to the
instructions of the motion to commit H.R.
3204.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘3 days” and in-
sert ‘4 days’’.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays on the amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2037 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2036

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
second-degree amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2037 to
amendment No. 2036.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘4 days’ and in-
sert ‘b days’’.
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