November 18, 2013

OBAMACARE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to address
what has really been going on behind
the scenes in the Affordable Care Act.
You see, if millions of people didn’t
lose their coverage, the architects of
the law knew the exchanges would be
full just of sick and elderly, without
healthier populations subsidizing those
plans.

No matter which way you spin it, the
President’s broken promises—this one,
in particular—should concern us all.
We were promised we could keep our
policies, coverage, and doctors; yet
these choices are now being denied for
millions of Americans.

Many of us are not surprised. For the
fact of the matter is that the Afford-
able Care Act is not about consumer
choice. It is about governmental con-
trol, control over our lives, control
over our decisionmaking. This is social
engineering at its worst.

The lackluster performance of a Web
site will disappear over time. Unfortu-
nately, the insurance cancelations and
cost increases are going to continue re-
gardless of an executive order or an-
other ‘“‘promise’ from the White House.
The American people deserve better,
Mr. Speaker; and they surely can’t af-
ford more broken promises.

———

TRIBUTE TO GERARDO 1. HER-
NANDEZ OF PORTER RANCH,
CALIFORNIA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
today there was a memorial in Wash-
ington in honor of a great public serv-
ant, Gerardo I. Hernandez, the first
transportation security officer to be
killed in the line of duty. It is with
great sorrow that I offer my deepest
sympathy to his family and pay tribute
to him. He died on Friday, November 1,
2013, in Los Angeles of gunshot wounds
received from an assailant while he was
doing his duty as a transportation se-
curity officer. He was the first one to
be killed in the line of duty.

He was born in El Salvador and be-
came an American citizen. He met Ana,
the love of his life, who he married in
1998, and they have two wonderful chil-
dren.

In 2010, he joined the Transportation
Security Administration. Everyone in-
dicated what a great public servant he
was. He was always excited to go to
work and enjoyed the interaction with
the passengers at LAX. He was a joyful
person, always smiling, took pride in
his duty for the American public and
for the TSA mission.

As a senior member of the Homeland
Security Committee, I offer my deepest
sympathy and ask for a l-minute ac-
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knowledgement of this great and fine
public servant. May he rest in peace.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sorrow but also
great admiration that | rise to pay tribute to
Gerardo |I. Hernandez of Porter Ranch, Cali-
fornia.

Mr. Hernandez died on Friday, November 1,
2013, in Los Angeles of gunshot wounds re-
ceived from an assailant while he was doing
his duty as a Transportation Security Officer at
the Los Angeles International Airport.

He was the first TSA officer killed in the line
of duty in the 12 year history of the agency.
He was only 39 years old.

Gerardo Hernandez was born in El Salvador
in 1973 and at the age of 15 immigrated to the
United States to escape the civil unrest of that
war-torn country in 1988.

Four years later, Gerardo met Ana, the love
of his life, whom he married in 1998. To-
gether, Gerardo and Ana were the loving par-
ents of two wonderful children, Louis and
Stephanie.

Mr. Speaker, in 2010, Gerardo Hernandez
joined the Transportation Security Administra-
tion, an agency created from the ash and rub-
ble and heartbreak of the terrorist attack of
September 11. He did so because he loved
his adopted country and wanted to do what he
could to help keep her safe. According to his
wife Ana:

[Gerardo] was always excited to go to work
and enjoyed the interactions with the pas-
sengers at LAX. He was a joyful person, al-
ways smiling. He took pride in his duty for
the American public and for the TSA mis-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, as a senior member of the
Homeland Security Committee and former
chair of its Transportation Security Sub-
committee, | can tell you that Gerardo Her-
nandez was a good man and reflected TSA at
its best.

He will be greatly missed by his family and
friends and colleagues and by countless mem-
bers of the flying public who will remember
how he also greeted them with a smile and
treated them with respect.

Gerardo Hernandez was a special person
but happily for our country he is not unique.

Every day thousands of TSA employees
carry out their mission of keeping the airways
safe for the flying public. The importance of
TSA in safeguarding transportation throughout
the nation cannot be understated.

On average, TSA officers screen 1.7 million
air passengers at more than 450 airports
across the nation, which in 2012 amounted to
637,582,122 passengers.

TSA provides security for the nation’s air-
ports, maintains a security force to screen all
commercial airline passengers and baggage,
and works with the transportation, law enforce-
ment and intelligence communities to ensure
the security of the air transit industry.

Mr. Speaker, sometimes we tend to forget
just how horrible was that September 11 day
twelve years ago. That day changed forever
the way we gain access to commercial air-
planes.

From that day on Americans understood
that a little temporary inconvenience in ex-
change for the more permanent security of a
safe and uneventful flight was a small price to
pay.

It is people like Gerardo Hernandez who do
their best to make the necessary screening as
unintrusive and unburdensome as possible
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consistent with the mission of ensuring the se-
curity of all members of the flying public.

And they are willing to risk their lives to en-
sure the job gets done.

We owe the men and women of the TSA a
debt of gratitude. They have earned our re-
spect and appreciation and our support. Their
hearts ache over the loss of their friend and
colleague.

But they recognize and understand that the
best way to honor the memory of the great
Gerardo Hernandez is to continue doing what
he always did: treat everyone with respect,
greet them with a smile, and discharge their
duties so that all passengers screened board
their flights secure in the knowledge that every
precaution has been taken to ensure that they
reach their destination and return safely home
to the families and friends who know them
best and love them most.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to observe a
moment of silence in honor of Gerardo I.
Castillo, the first Transportation Security Offi-
cer to lose his life in the line of duty.

——————

ARE THE PEOPLE THE ENEMY OF
THE STATE?

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, from
Bubba in southeast Texas to the Pope,
no one is off limits to the surveillance
of the National Spy Agency, NSA.
Americans are fighting the Soviet-
style surveillance by filing thousands
of open records requests on the NSA.
Citizens want to know if the ‘‘snoop
and spy”’ agency has monitored their
emails, phones, computers, and loca-
tion devices. Rather than trans-
parency, the citizens have received just
a form letter with no answer to their
questions, all because it is a spy secret.

Citizen Joel writes, ‘I should have
the right to know if I am under surveil-
lance.”

Courts should put a stop to the NSA
Soviet-style surveillance and grant in-
junctions and open records requests.

The NSA is addicted to spying and
snooping. It has no authority under the
PATRIOT Act nor the Constitution to
impose domestic dragnet surveillance
on citizens. This is a clear violation of
the Fourth Amendment.

NSA acts like the people are the
enemy of the state. However, this NSA
activity is the enemy of personal pri-
vacy in the United States.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, in the past
week, we have seen yet another dev-
astating storm claim the lives and
communities of thousands of people in
the Philippines as well as a string of
tornadoes that cut through 12 States,
from New York to Tennessee. These
powerful storms last for a matter of
days, while recovery from their de-
struction takes years.
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