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Months into our 501c3 filing, AMEN re-
ceived a letter from the IRS, not fully under-
standing the terminology, I phoned them.
The IRS specialist shared with me that we
could be seen as being ‘‘too political’”’. The
specialist continued to explain that the ref-
erences to religion within our Mission state-
ment could be an issue. The IRS also in-
formed me that our name, AMEN (Abortion
Must End Now) could be seen as ‘‘political”
because it infers, ‘“‘we aim to abolish abor-
tion.” I questioned, ‘“We would have to
change our name and Mission?”’ the IRS Spe-
cialist responded, ‘‘Most likely.” I shared
with the specialist that if we changed our
name and Mission, we would no longer be the
same organization.

It is because of the statements made by
the IRS that we ignored future letters to
pursue our tax-exempt status. We felt with
abortion silencing the voices of over 3,200
American babies each day, we could not
allow the IRS to silence ours.

The abuse of the IRS has truly impacted
our organization. We operate on a very low
budget, as many are unable to donate with-
out having the advantage of a tax credit. We
feel that our growth has been stunted due to
the unethical actions of the IRS. We also feel
that we continue to be a target as after our
application for tax exemption in 2009, 2 out
of 3 Directors of AMEN have been audited.

AMEN was targeted because we believe in
defending the Unalienable Right to Life. The
IRS has acted unlawfully and it is this un-
lawful abuse that must be aborted.

God Bless America,
KRISTY LIEN, President.
Greenwich Tea Party Patriots of South
Jersey (New Jersey)

In early 2011, our organization, The Green-
wich Tea Party Patriots of South Jersey
filed an application for an exemption from
Federal income tax and are still ‘“‘in the
process.”

It is the desire of our organization to sim-
ply educate and informs the public con-
cerning policies and issues that are taking
place in our society. Membership includes a
large number of elderly who do not have
computers so newsletters are sent at least
monthly via regular mail. Our primary rea-
son for asking for this exemption was simply
to get a better rate when mailing news-
letters. Although we do take advantage of
the ‘“bulk rate’ price allowed to us due to
the number of pieces we send, the price for
an exempted organization is significantly
lower.

Most Americans historically are extremely
intimidated by the IRS and the scandal that
was created by the IRS and has made most
citizens even more apprehensive.

Our organization has been irreparably af-
fected by this scandal.

For instance, we have had a booth at our
county fair for several years now. In the
past, many people wanted to sign up on our
mail list to get information. This year, only
a few people wanted to put their name on the
“‘sign-up’” form with most saying, “I’'m not
putting my name on that and risk being au-
dited by the IRS.”

Many people have also told us that they
would love to give us a nice donation but are
afraid the “IRS will find out and they will be
targeted.”

All we wanted was a better rate for mail-
ing our newsletters and we are still awaiting
the process.

Sincerely,
BRENDA ROAMES, President.

FIRST COAST TEA PARTY (FLORIDA)

I know you are familiar with the First
Coast Tea Party that encompasses members
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in the NE area of Florida (specifically most
members are from Duval, St. Johns and Clay
counties). I wanted to bring our group’s IRS
issue (following our 8/31/10 501c4 application)
to your attention.

As our group was going thru a transition
with the leadership of our organization, in
early 2012, we received a letter from the IRS
requesting additional information before the
IRS could/would complete their consider-
ation of our application for exemption. Early
2012, was a hectic period for our volunteer
tea party group.

Leadership changes and the kick-off of our
2012 focused goals to help with getting out
the vote, was now interrupted with the IRS
request for responses to 11 comprehensive
questions regarding our organization. This
request came nearly 18 months after we sent
in our application. (Note: The letter from the
IRS was dated January 31, 2012 with a re-
quest for our response by February 21, 2012.)

At the time of this request from the IRS,
I was responsible for answering the questions
with the assistance of our CPA and the help
of volunteers with the FCTP.

As a young volunteer organization, our
files, etc. were not fully established and yet
the window to complete the request was
upon us. Gathering the data and providing
samples (where specifically asked) was time
intensive and costly. We met the deadline
and sent off 4 pounds of paper to the IRS.

We had not provided the information com-
pletely, in the eyes of the IRS, so on July
16th with an added request for information
from 2 comprehensive questions, the FCTP
responded to the IRS on August 7, 2012.
Again, this interruption to our 2012 election
year focus was frustrating and seemed like a
diversion. We worked with Mr. Grant Her-
ring from a Cincinnati, Ohio office of the
IRS.

We received our 501c4 status in November
of 2012.

Regards,
CAROLE MCMANUS.

HAWAII TEA PARTY

Hawaii Tea Party also known as TEA
Party Maui is a non-partisan educational
group which sought recognition and standing
with the IRS under provision 501(c)4 for Tax-
Exempt, Non-Profit status.

From the very beginning of our 755 day or-
deal, which began with our original applica-
tion in May 2010, and continued until our
eventual receipt of official IRS approval in
July 2012; we were targeted, thwarted, in-
timidated, and subjected to unreasonable
and over-reaching demands that were far-
afield of the intent of the screening of such
applications. Bear in mind that normally,
501(c)4 applications were routinely granted
by the IRS within 90 to 180 days. The IRS
delays in returning follow-up telephone calls
and emails and their stonewalling of our re-
quests for information only served to exacer-
bate our in-limbo status; which in effect
shrunk attendance at our meetings, lessened
participation in our events, and diminished
the donations we did receive. But most sig-
nificantly, the IRS actions created in the
general public a fear of association and iden-
tification with the TEA Party name; and
with our membership, an overwhelming fear
of personal identification and harassment by
the IRS. All of this conspired to place us in
the unenviable position of not being able to
fully participate in the democratic process
for the important 2010 mid-term election
cycle, as well as the 2012 national elections.

As of this writing, October 2013, we have
learned that our suspicions during the 755—
day ordeal of an IRS campaign targeting
suppression of our Freedom of Speech, Free-
dom of Assembly, and Freedom to Redress
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our Grievances have proved to be true. We
believe that all Americans should find this
illegal activity by the IRS outrageously
egregious and demand full accountability by
the persons involved and that they be pros-
ecuted to the full extent of the law.
Sincerely,
TEA PARTY MAUI BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

KENTUCKY 9/12 PROJECT

It is with sadness for our country that I
write this to inform you of what we went
through and implore you to fix what we have
become. Kentucky 9/12 Project filed its appli-
cation for 501(c)(4) in December, 2010 with
great confidence that all of its activities, re-
lations, and dealings fell well within the
bounds of that which defines that status. We
as citizens were then targeted and held hos-
tage by this administration at the arms of
the IRS for over two years. During this time
of uncertainty we were directly hindered in
our fund raising and abilities to serve the
people that shared our principles in the com-
munities and state we live in. This is far
greater than a financial impact and to us
this was never about a bureaucracy verses
some large organization but a government
directly attacking and trying to silence ordi-
nary individual people and thought. Person-
ally this fundamentally changed me and it
was with great consternation for me and my
family that we went forward with a federal
lawsuit against the IRS and United States of
America. I would hope that those we elected
and our representatives on both side of the
isle would see the severity of this as a
wakeup call to what we have become. As for
me, I shall and we should be forever fearful
of what government has become and can and
may do to any of us.

Respectful Regards,
ERIC WILSON.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mrs.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed bills of the
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 1471. An act to authorize the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of the
Army to reconsider decisions to inter or
honor the memory of a person in a national
cemetary, and for other purposes.

S. 15645. An act to extend authorities re-
lated to global HIV/AIDS and to promote
oversight of United States programs.

————
FREEDOM AND TECHNOLOGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) for 30 minutes.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
there is a piece of legislation that will
be going through the Judiciary Com-
mittee on Wednesday that the Amer-
ican people need to be alerted about. It
goes right to the heart of our pros-
perity, right to the heart of our na-
tional security, right to the heart of
the well-being of average Americans.

Our Founding Fathers believed that
with technology and freedom—and,
yes, with the profit motive—that those
things would uplift all of humankind
and that this would be the formula
that would make America a great Na-
tion. In fact, they wrote into our Con-
stitution a mandate that guarantees
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