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and deserve. That’s what these young
girls are: victims. The second bill im-
proves data systems that track missing
children because better information
will help us find better solutions.

Mr. Speaker, it’s time to end sex
trafficking, and there’s bipartisan sup-
port for action.

————
0O 1915

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER ROBERT
DECKARD

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I rise on
this first day of our 2014 session to pay
tribute to a husband, a father, a son,
and a San Antonian.

Bobby Deckard was a San Antonio
police officer who died on Friday, De-
cember 20. He had come in on his day
off to substitute for a colleague. He
was shot in the line of duty. He was
only 31 years of age.

This past Saturday, San Antonio and
its citizens came together to honor
Bobby’s life and bid him a final fare-
well. Thousands of people lined the
streets, and thousands of police officers
from throughout the country were
present as police helicopters flew in
formation above the burial service, in
remembrance of someone who spent 7
years of his life helping the citizens of
San Antonio.

During the ceremony, San Antonio
Police Chief William McManus in-
structed police dispatchers to retire
Bobby’s badge number, 0582, and every
officer throughout the city heard the
retirement of that badge number.

In a November email, ironically,
Bobby Deckard had aspired to join the
honor guard, the honor guard that, in
fact, escorted his flag-draped coffin. In
an email to his supervisor, he wrote
that was the highest position of honor
inside the department. That tells us so
much about him, so much about him
even as we mourn his loss. He had a
positive outlook and a great person-
ality. His humor could win anybody
over.

Mr. Speaker and Members, I ask that
we all take a moment to remember
Bobby Deckard, police officer from San
Antonio, Texas, whose name will now
be added to the National Law Enforce-
ment Memorial, the only memorial in
Washington that has never been com-
pleted.

———————

SUPPORT FAIRNESS TO VETERANS
ACT

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
introduced H.R. 2906, the Fairness to
Veterans Act, because I believe if any-
one deserves a leg up in America, it is
those who have served on our behalf.

The Fairness to Veterans Act is
straightforward. It says that if any
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business receives a contracting pref-
erence, then a veteran-owned small
business should receive that very same
preference. I call this bill Fairness to
Veterans because I believe it is only
fair that if we are going to be singling
out certain businesses to receive spe-
cial consideration for government con-
tracts, then that same benefit should
be extended to veteran-owned small
businesses.

More than 250,000 servicemembers are
transitioning each year from military
to civilian life; 2.4 million veterans
own a small business of their own.
Overall, one in four veterans say they
want to start a business. This bipar-
tisan bill makes sure that we are tap-
ping into the most highly skilled work-
force in history and utilizing their
unique skills to get our economy mov-
ing again.

Mr. Speaker, whether my colleagues
believe there should be contracting
preferences or not is not at the heart of
this legislation. The question here is:
Do Members believe that veterans de-
serve to be on a level playing field with
anyone when bidding for government
contracts? I believe the answer to that
question is a resounding ‘‘yes.” I urge
my colleagues to cosponsor H.R. 2906.

———

EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, it is cold
outside, and for too many Americans
who have been unemployed for too long
because this Congress has failed to act,
it is now a little bit harder for those
Americans who are actively seeking
work to get the emergency unemploy-
ment benefits that they need so that
they can keep their homes warm for
them and their families as they con-
tinue to seek employment.

For the 1.3 million Americans that
we left behind by failing to extend
emergency unemployment benefits be-
fore we left, this is the week when the
check stops. This is the week when it
becomes more difficult for them to
keep a roof over their heads, to keep a
warm environment for their families as
they continue to seek employment.

Mr. Speaker, we have an obligation
to move forward and make sure that
those benefits are continued. It is the
right thing to do. It is time for this
Congress to act.

————

CONGRATULATING FLORIDA
STATE SEMINOLES

(Mr. SOUTHERLAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SOUTHERLAND. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to congratulate this year’s
BCS national champions, the Florida
State Seminoles.

In one of the greatest championship
games of the BCS era, head coach
Jimbo Fisher and Heisman Trophy win-
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ner Jameis Winston led the Seminoles
to a thrilling, come-from-behind vic-
tory last night over the Auburn Tigers,
to a 34-31 victory. With 1 minute and 11
seconds left, the Seminoles drove 80
yards to score the game-winning touch-
down, thereby capping an undefeated
season.

As the Representative of Florida’s
Second Congressional District, I could
not be more proud. As the Bowl Cham-
pionship Series comes to a close, the
Florida State faithful can forever take
pride in knowing that the last BCS
title will forever reside in Tallahassee,
Florida.

On behalf of the people of north and
northwest Florida and Florida’s Second
Congressional District, I extend my
congratulations to the coaches and
players who helped us provide a won-
derful year for the fans and such an ex-
citing season.

Mr. UPTON. Will
yield?

Mr. SOUTHERLAND. I yield to the
gentleman from Michigan.

Mr. UPTON. I ask unanimous consent
that the gentleman have an additional
2 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair cannot entertain that request.

Mr. UPTON. In the gentleman’s re-
maining time, I would just say con-
gratulations to Florida State. We from
Michigan would love to see a unani-
mous consent that perhaps the Semi-
noles could play the Spartans for a na-
tional championship, and see that
occur in the next couple of months.
But, congratulations. It was a great
game. It kept us up watching it.

Mr. SOUTHERLAND. I thank the
gentleman very much for those senti-
ments and that offer. We will contact
the coaches and see what we can do.

Mr. UPTON. We will be ready.

Mr. SOUTHERLAND. Go Noles.

the gentleman

VISITING NORTH KOREA IS
TERRIBLE IDEA

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, Dennis S.
Rodman of NBA fame has announced
that he and 10 or so other basketball
players are going to North Korea, he
said, to visit his friend, the notorious
butcher and dictator, Kim Jong Un of
North Korea.

Bringing American basketball to
North Korea, a rogue state which has
nuclear weapons, which starves its own
people and imprisons them and throws
them in jail, bringing American bas-
ketball there and sitting down with a
dictator like Mr. Kim would be the
equivalent of taking Adolf Hitler to
lunch. This is really a terrible thing, a
terrible idea, and it makes us gloss
over the terrible suffering of the North
Korean people and just ignore it and
say, Well, we are going to play basket-
ball and we are going to make this guy
look legitimate.

In a rambling discussion today on
one of the networks, Rodman said that
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he didn’t even care that an American,
Mr. Kenneth Bae, was imprisoned in
North Korea. At the very least we
would hope that this American who is
imprisoned for no reason by this brutal
dictator would be released.

We should not be clinking glasses or
playing basketball with this dictator.
We should be demanding that an Amer-
ican citizen who committed no crime
be released.

——————

CONGRATULATING RIVERSIDE
PHARMACY ON ITS 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I am pleased to recognize a business
in my district that celebrated its 60th
anniversary this week.

Riverside Pharmacy is an example of
a small business that has survived the
economic downturn, changing health
care landscape, and often unfair play-
ing field to continue serving the people
of northeast Georgia.

Local pharmacies, such as Riverside,
play a vital role in America’s neighbor-
hoods. They provide unparalleled guid-
ance, assistance, and resources for fam-
ilies, including my own.

Joann Adams and Charlie Johnson
first opened Riverside on January 6,
1954. Now owned by Scottie Barton and
Stephen Gee, Riverside Pharmacy has
served generations of Georgians, help-
ing to guide them through the often
difficult health care decisions.

Although the world we live in looks
far removed from the 1950s, the focus of
Riverside Pharmacy has remained on
the patient. I am pleased to offer my
heartfelt congratulations to Riverside
on their 60th anniversary. We are so
lucky to have them providing care to
families in mnortheast Georgia. The
challenges facing independent commu-
nity pharmacies are great. But the im-
portant role they play in our towns and
States are even greater still.

————

AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION
BETWEEN THE AMERICAN INSTI-
TUTE IN TAIWAN AND THE TAI-
PEI ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL
REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE 1IN
THE UNITED STATES CON-
CERNING PEACEFUL USES OF
NUCLEAR ENERGY—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 113-
86)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to sections 123 b. and
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123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the
“Act”), the text of a proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the
American Institute in Taiwan (AIT)
and the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office in the United
States (TECRO) Concerning Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy (the ‘‘Agree-
ment’’). I am also pleased to transmit
my written approval, authorization,
and determination concerning the
Agreement, and an unclassified Nu-
clear Proliferation Assessment State-
ment (NPAS) concerning the Agree-
ment. (In accordance with section 123
of the Act, as amended by title XII of
the Foreign Affairs Reform and Re-
structuring Act of 1998 (Public Law 105—
277), a classified annex to the NPAS,
prepared by the Secretary of State in
consultation with the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, summarizing rel-
evant classified information, will be
submitted to the Congress separately.)
The joint memorandum submitted to
me by the Secretaries of State and En-
ergy and a letter from the Chairman of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) stating the views of the Commis-
sion are also enclosed. An addendum to
the NPAS containing a comprehensive
analysis of the export control system
of Taiwan with respect to nuclear-re-
lated matters, including interactions
with other countries of proliferation
concern and the actual or suspected
nuclear, dual-use, or missile-related
transfers to such countries, pursuant
to section 102A of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (560 U.S.C. 403-1), as
amended, is being submitted separately
by the Director of National Intel-
ligence.

The proposed Agreement has been ne-
gotiated in accordance with the Act
and other applicable law. In my judg-
ment, it meets all applicable statutory
requirements and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States.

The proposed Agreement provides a
comprehensive framework for peaceful
nuclear cooperation with the authori-
ties on Taiwan based on a mutual com-
mitment to nuclear nonproliferation.
The proposed Agreement has an indefi-
nite term from the date of its entry-
into-force, unless terminated by either
party on 1 year’s written notice. The
proposed Agreement permits the trans-
fer of information, material, equip-
ment (including reactors), and compo-
nents for nuclear research and nuclear
power production. The Agreement also
specifies cooperation shall be in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the
Agreement and applicable legal obliga-
tions, including, as appropriate, trea-
ties, international agreements, domes-
tic laws, regulations, and/or licensing
requirements (such as those imposed
by the NRC in accordance with 10 CFR
110 and the Department of Energy in
accordance with 10 CFR 810). It does
not permit transfers of Restricted
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Data, sensitive nuclear technology and
facilities, or major critical components
of such facilities. The proposed Agree-
ment also prohibits the possession of
sensitive nuclear facilities and any en-
gagement in activities involving sen-
sitive nuclear technology in the terri-
tory of the authorities represented by
TECRO. In the event of termination of
the proposed Agreement, key non-
proliferation conditions and controls
continue with respect to material,
equipment, and components subject to
the proposed Agreement.

Over the last two decades, the au-
thorities on Taiwan have established a
reliable record on nonproliferation and
on commitments to nonproliferation.
While the political status of the au-
thorities on Taiwan prevents them
from formally acceding to multilateral
nonproliferation treaties or agree-
ments, the authorities on Taiwan have
voluntarily assumed commitments to
adhere to the provisions of multilateral
treaties and initiatives. The Republic
of China ratified the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) in 1970 and ratified the Conven-
tion on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction (the
“Biological Weapons Convention” or
“BWC”) in 1972. The authorities on
Taiwan have stated that they will con-
tinue to abide by the obligations of the
NPT (i.e., those of a non-nuclear-weap-
on state) and the BWC, and the United
States regards them as bound by both
treaties. The authorities on Taiwan
follow International Atomic Energy
Agency standards and directives in
their nuclear program, work closely
with U.S. civilian nuclear authorities,
and have established relationships with
mainland Chinese civilian authorities
with respect to nuclear safety. A more
detailed discussion of the domestic
civil nuclear activities and nuclear
nonproliferation policies and practices
of the authorities on Taiwan, including
their nuclear export policies and prac-
tices, is provided in the NPAS and in a
classified annex to the NPAS sub-
mitted separately. As noted above, an
addendum to the NPAS containing a
comprehensive analysis of the export
control system of the authorities on
Taiwan with respect to nuclear-related
matters is being submitted to you sep-
arately by the Director of National In-
telligence.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested agen-
cies in reviewing the proposed Agree-
ment and have determined that its per-
formance will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the
common defense and security. Accord-
ingly, I have approved the Agreement
and authorized its execution and urge
the Congress to give it favorable con-
sideration.
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