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the Nation. We wish her all the very
best as she enjoys a well-earned retire-
ment to her home in Falls Church, VA,
and on her beloved shores of Bethany
Beach, DE, with her husband Mike and
children, Luke and Molly.

———

RECOGNIZING WEBER STATE
UNIVERSITY

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, this week
marks the 1256th anniversary of the
first week of classes at Weber State
University, and I would like to take a
moment to officially recognize this
valued Utah institution.

In the mid-1800s, pioneers from the
Mormon Church, also know as the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, settled an area 35 miles north
of Salt Lake City, known as the Weber
Valley. The surrounding area, includ-
ing the Weber River, was earlier named
in honor of John Henry Weber, a noted
frontier trapper with the Rocky Moun-
tain Fur Company.

As our country continued westward
expansion, it became necessary to cre-
ate territorial governments. During
this expansive period, Congress passed
the Compromise of 1850, part of which
created the Utah Territory. The terri-
torial government oversaw general ad-
ministrative matters, including the es-
tablishment of schools, during the lat-
ter half of the 19th century. The region
experienced an increase in population,
as Mormons and non-Mormons alike
came to further settle the West. With
the driving of the golden spike at near-
by promontory summit in 1869, the
completion of the Transcontinental
Railroad brought tremendous economic
growth to the Weber Valley.

As the Mormon settlers grew in num-
bers and cultivated the land, they also
created institutions of learning for
themselves and their children. In 1888,
members of the Mormon Church were
encouraged by their leaders to insti-
tute local boards of education to over-
see the creation of schools that could
teach the principles of religion in con-
junction with the standard curriculum
of the day.

In 1889, the regional group of Mormon
congregations, known as the Weber
Stake of Zion, started the Weber Stake
Academy for the education of local stu-
dents who had passed the sixth grade.
The school was ‘‘open to students of ei-
ther sex, and of any religious denomi-
nation or nationality.”” The mission of
the academy was ‘‘to provide an edu-
cation which includes moral culture, as
well as mental and physical training.”
Courses were offered in theology, busi-
ness, pedagogy and psychology, lan-
guages, English and literature, natural
and physical science, mathematics,
history, and political science.

The school grew in notoriety and en-
rollment over the following 20 years. In
1918, it was renamed ‘“‘“Weber Normal
College” and subsequently ‘“Weber Col-
lege,”” as the institution eventually
dropped all preparatory and high
school education to focus on college-
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level education. During the first few
decades of the 20th century, the famed
purple and white were chosen as school
colors, and the wildcat was apparently
adopted as the school mascot after a
reporter dubbed the football players
‘“‘scrappy as a bunch of wildcats.”

As the 1920s closed, the Great Depres-
sion began to take shape and Weber
College, like all other institutions at
the time, did not foresee the financial
calamity that would befall her. After a
few years of struggle, the Weber Col-
lege Board, in conjunction with the
church’s Board of Education, trans-
ferred the school to the State of Utah
in 1933. The subsequent years were very
difficult for faculty and students, but
the junior college persevered and con-
tinued to mold good citizens.

The school carried along and grew in
size as the Depression subsided. With
the attack on Pearl Harbor and the
entry of the United States into World
War II, Weber College’s faculty and
students did all that they could to sup-
port the war efforts. Many students
joined the armed forces, and the school
helped in training naval cadets and
radio operators for the military.

Because of the war, mostly women
attended the school, and they ‘‘had to
hold things down until the fellows re-
turned to campus,’” as one alumna re-
called. In 1945, the school even held a
dance called the ‘‘Polygamist Prance,”
which was girl’s choice. To make sure
that all the girls could attend, the boys
were to accept all requests for a date.
Many boys showed up at the dance with
5 or 10 dates, and even though such a
ration was unfair to the girls, the stu-
dents had a great time.

Although it was a tremendously dif-
ficult time for the entire country,
Weber College students, showing the
spirit of America’s greatest generation,
exhibited principled Ileadership and
courage through the storm of World
War II. In all, 82 faculty and alumni did
not return from Europe or the Pacific,
and all were profoundly affected by the
great and terrible conflict.

As the war came to a close, Weber
prepared for the return of many sol-
diers who were anxious to go to col-
lege. Enrollment exploded from 465 stu-
dents in 1945 to over 2,000 students in
1959, and 3,000 students in 1962. During
this time of expansion, the Utah Legis-
lature directed the State board of edu-
cation to find a new place for the bur-
geoning school. The college was subse-
quently moved from downtown Ogden
to Harrison Boulevard, where it cur-
rently resides today.

In 1959, the men’s basketball team,
an ever-formidable force, won the Jun-
ior College National Championship. In
that same year, the Utah Legislature
passed a bill allowing Weber College to
become a 4-year senior college, and the
first courses contributing to 4-year de-
grees were offered in 1962. The next
year, Weber College became Weber
State College, and the campus was
greatly expanded during this time.

Weber continued to grow and
progress as Weber State College over
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the subsequent 30 years, and in 1991
Weber State College was made Weber
State University. The university now
has more than 26,000 full- and part-time
students and offers more than 250 un-
dergraduate degrees and 11 graduate
degrees. The athletic programs con-
tinue to be ranked among the best in
their divisions, and the arts at Weber
State continue to enrich the lives of
many Utahns.

President Charles A. Wright now con-
tinues the tradition of excellence in
leadership, which has been passed down
for 125 years. Weber State boasts many
notable alumni, and the institution
continues to fulfill its mission to serve
“‘as an educational, cultural, and eco-
nomic leader for the region.”

Although I normally bleed blue, I
have set aside this week to bleed purple
with my Wildcat friends and col-
leagues. I congratulate the countless
students and faculty members who
have worked hard to make Weber State
University what it is today. May the
next 125 years be as tremendous as the
last, and may the ensign of truth and
right continue to proudly wave o’re ole
Weber.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT DANIEL VASSELIAN

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the life and service of
U.S. Marine Sgt. Daniel Vasselian, who
was Killed in the line of duty on De-
cember 23, 2013 while conducting com-
bat operations in Helmand province,
Afghanistan. Sergeant Vasselian was
assigned to 1st Battalion, 9th Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II Ma-
rine Expeditionary  Force, Camp
Lejune, N.C., and was serving his third
tour of duty when he was killed at the
young age of 27.

“Danny’’, as he was known by family
and friends, was a proud son of the
small Massachusetts town of Abington,
where he was known as a kind, coura-
geous and fun-loving young man.
Danny graduated from Abington High
School in 2004, and was fortunate to
have already met the love of his life,
Erin, whom he went on to marry. Erin
and Danny celebrated their fourth wed-
ding anniversary in December. A trib-
ute to his standing in Abington, thou-
sands of people lined the town’s streets
to escort Sergeant Vasselian’s casket
to the funeral service.

In 2006, Sergeant Vasselian enlisted
with the Marines and was assigned to
2/3 Echo Company Infantry, eventually
deploying to tours in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. The heroism and professionalism
of Sergeant Vasselian and his Marine
Corps units merited numerous awards,
including a Purple Heart Award, a
Combat Action Ribbon, a Presidential
Unit Citation and a Navy Unit Com-
mendation. Sergeant Vasselian’s love
for his Marine brothers was infallible,
and ultimately led him to volunteer for
the mission that cost him his life.

Sergeant Vasselian’s outsized person-
ality and good heartedness will not
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soon be forgotten by those who were
lucky enough to have known him. It is
my hope that during this extremely
difficult time, his family and friends
will find comfort in knowing that
Americans everywhere appreciate deep-
ly his vow to defend our country so
that the rest of us may continue to live
in peace and freedom.

Along with his parents Mark and
Karen, as well as his step-mother Alice,
Danny is survived by his wife Erin
(Doyle) Vasselian; his siblings Jean-
nine, Julianne and Joseph; his grand-
mother Jeanne Vasselian; his grand-
father Thomas P. Connor; his mother
and father-in-law David and Patricia
Doyle; his nephew and niece Cayleb and
Shaelyn Barrio; also aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends. This patriot will
be missed by all.

I ask my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans to join me in honoring the life and
service of this brave young American,
Daniel Vasselian.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the 50th anniversary
of the dedication of John Fitzgerald
Kennedy Elementary School in Butte,
MT. The school is marking 50 years
since it became the first in the country
to change its name in honor of Presi-
dent Kennedy. I would like to com-
mend the faculty, staff, and students of
the school and the entire Butte com-
munity on this important occasion. In
January 1964, Senator Mike Mansfield
spoke at the dedication ceremony for
the school. I ask unanimous consent
that Senator Mansfield’s speech be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEDICATION OF JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, BUTTE, MONTANA
ADDRESS BY SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D—
MONTANA)

BUTTE, MONTANA, JANUARY 4, 1964

It was in this neighborhood that
Maureen Mansfield, my wife, lived as a
child. These streets echoed her foot-
steps. These by-ways knew her child-
hood laughter and tears. These dwell-
ings housed her friends and neighbors.

Many who knew her in those days not
so long ago have gone and many who
do not know her have come. But the at-
tachment remains. And for that reason
I am grateful to be here today among
old friends and new.

And I am grateful, too, for another
reason. After the immense sorrow of
the past few weeks, I am grateful for
the occasion which has summoned us
all here. For we have come together to
give a name to a school. The name we
give is that of a fine human being, a
man of warmth, of depth, and of deep
dedication to his country.

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was an ex-
traordinary man in an ordinary way.
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He 1loved his family. He 1loved the
United States of America. And he fused
these two great loves of his life, in the
fires of a profound human under-
standing and an exceptional intellect,
into a great leadership.

It was a leadership which sought to
awaken us to our responsibilities to
one another in this nation. It was a
leadership which called to us to correct
through our individual lives and our
common institutions and the inequities
and inadequacies which weigh heavily
on millions of Americans. It was a
leadership for the things which en-
lighten for confidence, for tolerance,
for mutual restraint and respect among
all Americans. It was a leadership
against the things which divide—
against arrogance and the purveyance
of fear, bigotry, hatred and the idol-
atry of ignorance.

This nation is a better nation be-
cause John Fitzgerald Kennedy lived
among us and was our president and
died in our service. He gave to us in
life. He gives to us, too, in death. For
the loss which we have suffered has
awakened in all who were touched
deeply by it, an awareness of all that is
finest in ourselves and in this nation.
Out of that awakening may we find the
quiet strength to seek a new decency
at home and to pursue in the years
ahead, a reasoned peace in the world.
These were the two fundamental objec-
tives of President John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy and with God’s help they shall be
achieved in the fullness of their time.

Today, we give this school his name.
There is no more fitting way in which
to express a respect and appreciation
for him. He knew that education was a
master key to human decency and to
international peace. And the contribu-
tions which, under his leadership, this
Congress has made to its advancement
represent one of the most significant
advances in many decades.

A school is bricks and mortar. It is
wise and understanding teachers. It is
young people, eager and trusting. It is
all these things brought together and
held together by the belief that truth
is the end and that by reason and faith
we shall know it. That belief, John
Fitzgerald Kennedy held in every fiber
of his being. May his name help to so-
lidify in this school that belief. May it
help to bring to all who are of it in all
the years to come a measure of his
courage, his wisdom, his decency—his
humanity.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

S. 1614. A bill to require Certificates of
Citizenship and other Federal documents to
reflect name and date of birth determina-
tions made by a State court and for other
purposes.
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The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

At 1:24 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
H. Res. 451, resolving that the Clerk of
the House inform the Senate that a
quorum of the House is present and
that the House is ready to proceed with
business.

————

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, January 8, 2014, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bill:

S. 1614. An act to require Certificates of
Citizenship and other Federal documents to
reflect name and date of birth determina-
tions made by a State court and for other
purposes.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, without amendment:

S. 267. A bill to prevent, deter, and elimi-
nate illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing through port State measures (Rept.
No. 113-132).

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment in the nature of
a substitute:

S. 1068. A bill to reauthorize and amend the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration Commissioned Officer Corps Act of
2002, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 113-
133).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. FRANKEN, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 1897. A bill to prevent and mitigate iden-
tity theft, to ensure privacy, to provide no-
tice of security breaches, and to enhance
criminal penalties, law enforcement assist-
ance, and other protections against security
breaches, fraudulent access, and misuse of
personally identifiable information; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr.
COBURN):

S. 1898. A bill to require adequate informa-
tion regarding the tax treatment of pay-
ments under settlement agreements entered
into by Federal agencies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 41

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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