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Allen, Sr. began operating the 40-acre farm
and grew it into 323 acres.

Herbert and his wife, Nomie, raised 9 chil-
dren on that small and hard-to-come-by in-
come because again the challenges of the
black families were real. In fact they raised
most of the food they used to feed their family.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, the odds have
been great and many: Depression, rainy and
dry crop years with little to sometimes no gov-
ernment compensation, floods, bad loans, too
little loans, and other unfortunate things but
again, through it all they survived.

Herbert Allen, Sr. operated the farm for over
50 years until his death in 2006, then Herbert,
Jr. and his brother, Freddie, took over the op-
eration. Although the two brothers managed
the daily affairs, it was still a family affair in-
volving all the siblings. There are several spin-
off businesses that have been developed:
Allen Recycling (Canton and Yazoo City, MS)
Allen Heating and Air (Gulfport, MS), and
Allen Cattle Ranch (Silver City, MS).

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring, Mr. Herbert Allen, Sr., a black
farmer from the Mississippi’s Second Congres-
sional District.

——————
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Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commend Bob Drewel on the occasion of his
retirement as the Executive Director of the
Puget Sound Regional Council. Throughout
his service in this capacity for most of the last
decade, as well as his long tenure as Snoho-
mish County Executive, Mr. Drewel dem-
onstrated time and again his dedication to the
continued development and success of the
Puget Sound region. His civic service, by even
the strictest of standards, is second to none.
During his tenure as Executive Director, Mr.
Drewel built effective partnerships among
business, labor, government, and civic inter-
ests. Most notably, he spearheaded creation
of the Prosperity Partnership, a broad coalition
devoted to the advancement of long-term eco-
nomic prosperity in the central Puget Sound
region, and VISION 2040, the region’s inte-
grated growth, economic development, and
transportation strategy. It is my privilege to
thank him for his years of public service and
for his unwavering commitment to the prudent
growth of our region.

Mr. Drewel's many contributions to the
Puget Sound region also include leadership to
assure assembly of the Boeing 787 jet airliner
in Everett, and subsequent efforts to secure
development of a new Air Force Tanker and
the Boeing 737 MAX family of aircraft in
Renton. In addition, Mr. Drewel was the first
President of the Aerospace Futures Alliance,
and he is the founder and President of the
Washington Aerospace Partnership. He also is
a past President of the Executive Board of the
Puget Sound Regional Council and the former
Chairman of the Sound Transit Board that led
the successful attempt to win voter approval of
the Sound Transit system in 1996. A man of
seemingly endless energy (and forbearance),
Bob also was Chairman of the Highway 520
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Tolling Implementation Committee to fund re-
placement of the Evergreen Point Floating
Bridge, an absolutely crucial transportation link
in the region. Finally, Bob served as Co-Chair
of the Transportation Partnership of 2008 that
advocated Washington state’s largest-ever
transportation improvement package, which ul-
timately was approved by the voters.

Bob Drewel exhibited remarkable conviction
and resolute commitment to the central Puget
Sound region through the many roles and po-
sitions he held during his three decades of
civic service to King, Kitsap, Pierce, and Sno-
homish counties. On behalf of the people of
the City of Seattle and the State of Wash-
ington, | extend our gratitude and our deep
appreciation to Robert J. Drewel for his ex-
traordinary leadership and deep commitment
to our region. We wish him all the best in his
future endeavors.

———
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Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Levelle Guinn Davis, who cele-
brated his 100th birthday on January 3, 2014.

Mr. Levelle Guinn Davis was born in
Corralitos, Santa Cruz County, California to
Jay Ammon and Mel Agusta (Guinn) Davis.
He was the 2nd of 6 children. Levelle’s father
was a native of Plymouth, California in
Amador County. Levelle was raised in several
areas: preschool in San Jose, early school
years in Gilroy, grade school years from
Crows Landing and Mountain View Road then
Faith Home Elementary in Ceres where Walter
White was the Principal. As a junior at Mo-
desto High School, he decided to go to work
full time against the advice of his counselor,
Grace M. Davis. He became friends with the
pioneer Hackett family boys and in 1935, mar-
ried their little sister, Ruth Etta Hackett in the
Bethel Church at 15th and G Streets, Mo-
desto, California.

Levelle and Ruth started their family and
had two sons, Leonard Aaron and Daniel
Arlen while employed at the Spreckels sugar
mill near Salinas, California. He was a drive
belt maintenance specialist and moved to
Tuolumne County in 1943 to be closer to his
parents and siblings. In 1952, the family
moved to Stockton to allow Lenard and Daniel
better education opportunities. Both sons at-
tended Stockton Junior College and served in
the California Army National Guard in Stock-
ton.

After their sons were married, Levelle and
Ruth moved back to Modesto in 1965 to be
near the families of his sister and Ruth’s
brothers.

Mr. Davis retired after 10 years as a tomato
paste cook with the Tri Valley Growers Can-
nery. Between seasons, he would drive eight
row corn combine harvesters; he was a mem-
ber of the Local #12 Teamsters Cannery
Workers Union.

He enjoyed having a large garden with a va-
riety of fruit trees. Ruth canned and froze ev-
erything that they grew.

Mr. Davis was a member of the Calvary
Temple Church when Pastor Joe Wright was
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serving there. During that time, he would lead
a large group of Senior RVers to numerous
camp outings to places like Frank Rains Park
in Del Puerto Canyon and Oakdale Reservoir.
He enjoys all kinds of table games with friends
at Modesto Verde.

Mr. Levelle Guinn Davis has enjoyed trav-
eling to all 50 states, including Hawaii and
several trips to Alaska. He has a clock and
watch collection as well as “button” accor-
dions, harmonicas and has enjoyed various
types of photography: 8mm movies, VHS vid-
eos, Sawyers 3-D and 35mm slides to name
a few.

Levelle and Ruth were married 70 years
and have three grandchildren; Laura
Giovanetti, Danial Aaron Davis and Renee
Crabtree and seven great-grand children:
Nick, Alex, Heidi, Kaitlyn, Mitchell, Ashley and
Jake.

Levelle has been blessed with good health:
he reads without glasses, drinks pure water,
takes health supplements and has never con-
sumed alcohol nor smoked cigarettes. He has
always been health conscience and wanted to
set a good example for his sons. He takes a
walk to the clubhouse several days a week
and exercises on the trampoline. He even
wins at dominoes and other games he plays
regularly.

Mr. Davis is a current member of the Mo-
desto Parlor Number 11 of the Native Sons of
the Golden West. He still has a good sense of
humor and likes to tell jokes. He tells every-
one that, like the California Governor, he also
has a Highway Patrolman as his driver; his
oldest son Leonard, who is a retired CHP
pilot.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating
Mr. Levelle Guinn Davis as he celebrates his
100th birthday.

——————
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
present the following U.S. Citizen of Distinc-
tion.

Whereas, our lives have been touched by
the life of this one woman, Ms. Theresa Walk-
er, who gave of herself in order for others to
stand; and

Whereas, her dedicated service is present
in DeKalb County, Georgia for all to see,
where she was an unwavering advocate for
youth, the elderly, the poor and small busi-
nesses; and

Whereas, this remarkable, positive woman
with the beautiful smile gave of herself, her
time and her talent; never asking for fame or
fortune but only to uplift those in need; and

Whereas, she led by example from behind
the scenes, as well as front and center for the
state of Georgia, DeKalb County, the Georgia
Black Chamber of Commerce, Paragon Pro-
ductions, Inc., the Lou Walker Senior Citizens
Center, her beloved church, Saint Phillip
A.M.E and her beloved Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc.; and

Whereas, this virtuous Proverbs 31 woman
was a mother, a wife, a daughter, a friend a
warrior, a matriarch, and a woman of great in-
tegrity; and
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