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strategy; there is no outlook. It seems
to be that the United States just acts
day to day—no strategy.

Shouldn’t our strategy be the secu-
rity and safety of the American people?
Shouldn’t our strategy—shouldn’t our
aim be securing American vital inter-
ests in the Middle East, standing with
the best ally we have in the world, the
Jewish State of Israel? And yet the
Middle East doesn’t have any idea what
our strategy is because they are telling
us it looks like it is ad hoc, day to day.
He said, I'm telling you this as a
friend. He said that prior there were no
Russians in the Middle East, no Rus-
sian influence and presence. He said
that now the Russians have strength-
ened and have a very strong presence
in the Middle East. He said it has been
very frustrating in the last 2 or 3 years.

He said the Arabians have long been
our friends, friends of the United
States. But the Saudi Arabians, he
said, no longer seem to trust the
United States. He said the P5+1 agree-
ment has made Iran stronger than ever
before. And he told us that Iran is
Hezbollah, and so he is facing things
from Hezbollah every day. He said that
there is more money available for
Hezbollah because we have decreased,
we have essentially lifted sanctions on
Iran. All this has done is free up money
S0 more money can go to the terrorist
organization Hezbollah in Lebanon,
and that is being used to hurt Israel, as
well.

Well, whether it is Syria, whether it
is Iraq, whether it is Bahrain, whether
it is Saudi Arabia, all of these coun-
tries are wondering what in the world
the United States is doing. Because
what they are saying to us is that
things are much worse on the ground in
the Middle East. As the Iranians have
only turned their burner off tempo-
rarily, they can turn it back on again.
I quote from him, This makes Iran
stronger than ever, stronger in the
Middle East.

That is what we heard, Mr. Speaker,
on the ground from leaders in Lebanon
that Iran has been strengthened
through this failed P5+1 agreement.

From Lebanon, Mr. Speaker, we went
down to Tripoli, Libya, to get some an-
swers on Benghazi and get some an-
swers on what the P5+1 agreement will
mean in Libya. Well, we spoke with the
Prime Minister in Libya; we spoke
with leaders of the Justice Department
and the foreign minister, as well. I
asked them specifically about
Benghazi. I asked them why was our
FBI prevented from going into Libya—
specifically to Benghazi—to conduct an
investigation for 4 or 5 weeks after the
terrible tragedy on September 11?7 And
the response that we received was that
this was a great insult to Libya when
this attack occurred and that this was
an attack against Libya and the Liby-
an people.

Now, this compound that was at-
tacked in Benghazi is considered sov-
ereign American soil. When Chris Ste-
vens, our Ambassador, was killed and
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the three other Americans—brave
Americans—were killed, this was an at-
tack on America, on our compound, on
our Ambassador and on our American
soldiers. This was an attack against
us—not on Libya—against us. There
was absolutely no reason why the Liby-
an Government prevented our FBI from
coming in on our sovereign territory
and conducting an investigation.

Journalists were inside. We know
that CNN picked up the Ambassador’s
diaries and walked out with the Am-
bassador’s diaries. Other sensitive in-
formation was on the ground and peo-
ple came in and walked away with it.
But the FBI couldn’t get in? This is the
only Ambassador in 30 years to be
killed, and we couldn’t get in to find
out what in the world happened, ask
people and figure out what is going on?
It has been over a year. We still don’t
know who, what, where, when, how,
why, and how much were we prevented
from knowing, because we were kept
out of that country by over 4 and 5
weeks. It was wrong. And I told that to
the leadership in Libya when we were
there. It was wrong. That needs to be
rectified. We demand and we expect
full cooperation in getting to the bot-
tom of Benghazi. That must be done,
and that is a bipartisan issue. That is
not a partisan issue.

Well, from Libya, we traveled up to
Israel where we met with Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, the defense
secretary. We were extremely grateful
for the time we had there. Again, there
is no question, the Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, told us, that it
was the worst day in 10 years when the
P5+1 agreement was struck—the worst
day in 10 years. No one will be more
negatively impacted by a nuclear Iran
than the Jewish State of Israel.

Wouldn’t you think it would be wise
for the United States and for the great
nations of the world to listen to the
concerns of the land that is on the
slaughtering block when they say, wait
a minute, this is the worst thing we
could do, the P5+1 agreement, because
this will not prevent, this will not stop
Iran from getting a nuclear bomb?
That was confirmed on this most re-
cent trip when we were with the Prime
Minister. He is very concerned about
that.

He is also very concerned about the
International Criminal Court, as well,
and the fact that Israel will soon be
drawn into the Criminal Court. There
could be actions taking the United
States in. We want to be under U.S.
law. And we need to maintain the
United States as a sovereign Nation
and our American people subject only
to United States sovereign law. We
don’t want the American people sub-
ject to some international court. The
American people must now and for al-
ways only be subject to the American
courts because only here will we be al-
lowed to enjoy the protections under
the Constitution that we have today.
That will not happen under the Inter-
national Criminal Court.
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From Israel, we traveled and went on
up to Vienna where we met with the
International Atomic Energy Agency.
This agency is tasked with overseeing
the P5+1 agreement with Iran. We ap-
preciated our time in Vienna; we appre-
ciated being able to speak with those
who were present to talk about the
process, what they will do. But I will
tell you, on behalf of my colleagues, we
didn’t leave with a sense that we could
have complete trust in knowing that
the IAEA, while they will perform
their jobs, that they will be able to
completely appreciate when and if Iran
decides to move into the creation of a
nuclear weapon. That is something
that we can’t get wrong. Where do we
go if that is wrong?

Mr. Speaker, if I could ask how much
time remains.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman’s time is expired.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Well, I thank you. I
appreciate that, and thank you for al-
lowing me time to relate some of my
concerns that we heard on our recent
trip to the Middle East.

———
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN)
for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the colleagues that have joined
me today for our 30-minute Special
Order, and this is a special Special
Order.

————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1171. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to allow a veterinarian to
transport and dispense controlled substances
in the usual course of veterinary practice
outside of the registered location; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce; in ad-
dition to the Committee on the Judiciary for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
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