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URGING THE REPUBLICAN LEAD-
ERSHIP TO PASS UNEMPLOY-
MENT ASSISTANCE FOR THE 
LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WEBSTER). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, as our Nation marks the 50th 
anniversary of the war on poverty this 
week, I rise to urge the Republican 
leadership in the House of Representa-
tives to immediately extend unemploy-
ment assistance to the long-term un-
employed workers who continue to 
struggle to find jobs as our economy 
recovers from one of the worst eco-
nomic crises in its history. 

The declaration of the war on pov-
erty was a historic moment in our Na-
tion’s history when we affirmed our na-
tional priority to support those in 
need. The war on poverty helped reaf-
firm that our government has a respon-
sibility to protect our citizens, espe-
cially during times of economic hard-
ship. Providing support and economic 
opportunity creates a stronger citi-
zenry and a stronger country. 

In contrast, the expiration of the 
emergency unemployment program 
last month undermines the economic 
security of our citizens and of our Na-
tion. The expiration of the emergency 
unemployment program cut off more 
than 1.3 million Americans from unem-
ployment insurance, with approxi-
mately 72,000 additional Americans los-
ing benefits each week during the first 
half of 2014. 

In my home State of Illinois, where 
the unemployment rate remains high, 
at 9.2 percent, an estimated 82,000 Illi-
noisans lost benefits on December 28, 
with 38,000 of those citizens living in 
Cook County alone. An additional 
89,100, or roughly 3,000 Illinoisans a 
week, will exhaust regular benefits 
without access to emergency benefits 
in just the first half of 2014. 

Failing to help these citizens is an 
unacceptable failure of leadership. 
Failure to continue emergency unem-
ployment benefits is not a theoretical 
issue for millions of Americans. It is a 
daily nightmare. 

These Americans lost their jobs 
through no fault of their own. They 
tirelessly try to find work when the 
jobs are few and far between. They 
struggle to cover basic food, housing, 
and transportation costs for their fami-
lies on an average of $290 a week, a pit-
tance which typically replaces only 
half of the average family’s expendi-
tures. Failing to help these citizens is 
an unacceptable failure. 

Failure to continue emergency un-
employment benefits poses a realistic 
threat to our fragile economic recov-
ery, costing over 200,000 much-needed 
jobs and restricting our economic 
growth. The expiration drained over 
$400 million from State economies. In 
Illinois alone, the loss of an average 

$313 in the weekly benefit means a neg-
ative impact of $25 million for our citi-
zens. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt said, 
‘‘The test of our progress is not wheth-
er we add more to the abundance of 
those who have much; it is whether we 
provide enough for those who have lit-
tle.’’ Congress must act quickly to sup-
port our citizens and our economic re-
covery by continuing emergency unem-
ployment benefits. The time to do it is 
now. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE ANDY JACOBS OF 
INDIANA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. MESSER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased today to rise to honor the life 
of a great Hoosier, one of Indiana’s fin-
est public servants, Representative 
Andy Jacobs. I didn’t know Andy as 
well as some of my other Hoosier col-
leagues, but I met him several times 
during his three decades representing 
Indiana in Congress, and I certainly 
knew Andy by his stellar reputation. 

What impressed me most about him 
on those occasions that we met was the 
humbleness with which he approached 
his job and the respect and civility he 
showed for his constituents and his col-
leagues, regardless of their party affili-
ation or political ideology. Andy never 
took himself too seriously. He drove a 
beat-up Oldsmobile and dressed like an 
average guy, which he was. 

This humble and decent man was a 
fierce advocate for civil rights and sen-
ior citizens and built a remarkable 
record of public service on behalf of his 
constituents. That is why he was held 
in such unusually high regard by Re-
publicans and Democrats alike. 

Andy exemplified all that was right 
about being a public servant. He could 
disagree without being disagreeable. He 
believed you could lift people up with-
out tearing people down. Despite his 
many years representing his constitu-
ents in Congress, he refused to become 
jaded and allow what is wrong with 
politics to stop him from doing what is 
right. 

Representative Andy Jacobs never 
forgot where he came from and personi-
fied what being a Hoosier is all about. 
He was a good man and led a great life 
that left a remarkable legacy. 

I want to extend the thoughts and 
prayers of the people of Indiana’s Sixth 
Congressional District to Andy’s wife, 
children, and to all those who knew 
and loved him. May God comfort and 
watch over them and continue to bless 
the country that Andy so loved. 
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BIPARTISANSHIP EVERY DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I sa-
lute my colleague for those eloquent 
remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, the famed English poet 
Alfred Tennyson once wrote, ‘‘Hope 
smiles from the threshold of the year 
to come.’’ Indeed, let’s hope that this is 
the spirit that greets us here in the 
start of the second session of the 113th 
Congress. Having ended last year on a 
high note with the passage of the bi-
partisan budget agreement, we should 
resolve to keep that momentum going 
in this new year. 

Our first order of business should be 
delivering on the bipartisan accord 
reached before the holidays. Thanks to 
that agreement, we, for the first time, 
will replace a portion of the indiscrimi-
nate cuts of sequestration with a more 
balanced approach. That is particularly 
important in communities like my own 
in northern Virginia which were dis-
proportionately affected because of 
their strong ties to the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

Next week’s anticipated appropria-
tions package will increase Federal in-
vestments in research, innovation, and 
transportation. That, in turn, will help 
unleash business investments and cre-
ate jobs, which have lagged due to the 
sense of uncertainty fueled by the po-
litical brinkmanship here in Congress. 
Until those dollars produce results, we 
need to work together to extend the 
current safety net, specifically, unem-
ployment insurance and nutrition as-
sistance, to make sure we are not leav-
ing our friends and neighbors behind. 

We have made significant strides 
pushing down the unemployment rate 
to 7 percent, its lowest point in 5 years. 
We have added more than 8 million jobs 
in the past 4 years nationwide. That is 
still 1.3 million short of the number 
that were there before the Great Reces-
sion. 

Equally important, 40 percent of the 
unemployed are long-term unem-
ployed, 2 years or more. This struc-
tural unemployment has been dev-
astating for those individuals and their 
families in their respective commu-
nities. That is why extending emer-
gency unemployment benefits is so 
critically important. This is a lifeline 
that families rely on to keep food on 
the table. 

More than 1.3 million Americans, in-
cluding 9,000 in my own home State of 
Virginia and another 39,000 in the 
Speaker’s State of Ohio, have already 
lost benefits because of Congress’ inac-
tion. Thousands more will see their 
benefits cut in the coming months. I 
remind my friends on the Republican 
side of the aisle that both unemploy-
ment insurance and nutrition assist-
ance provide an immediate and tan-
gible boost to our local economies. 
Pulling that assistance back now 
would be devastating in its effects and 
would undercut the economic momen-
tum we have worked so hard to build 
these past few months. 

Every dollar in assistance provided 
to the unemployed generates $1.64 in 
the local economy, and similarly, 
every dollar provided under the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program 
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