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quo. In the business community, if you
don’t grow, you die. So why would we
want to keep our country at the status
quo?

If we only focus on maintaining our
current unemployment structure and
we don’t focus on job creation, we sim-
ply are admitting we don’t want to
grow. The goal should be to provide a
way forward for people, not keep them
on government assistance even longer.
We need to focus on ways to combat
joblessness.

Let’s rein in overreaching regula-
tions that are killing jobs. Let’s grow
the private sector. Let’s grow the en-
ergy sector, and let’s approve the Key-
stone pipeline. The result will be the
creation of private sector jobs and liv-
ing above the status quo.

———

CELEBRATING OFFICER MORGAN
DAY

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, today I rise in honor of 5-
year-old Morgan Steward, who, despite
suffering from spinal muscular atrophy
that affects his muscle movement and
leaves him in a wheelchair, has been an
inspiration to us all.

Some may question whether biparti-
sanship is real, and I say it is alive and
getting better. Take, for instance, the
recent joint venture by myself and my
neighbor, Dr. PAUL Broun, to bring
cheer to a young man and his commu-
nity. This young 5-year-old dreamed of
being a policeman. I am proud to say
that the Covington Police Department,
which is split between Dr. BROUN’s dis-
trict and my district, made this hap-
pen.

Young Morgan always wanted to be a
police officer. In conjunction with hon-
oring him, 11Alive TV and we held an
Officer Morgan Day. He was sworn in
as the newest member of the Covington
Police Department. And just hours
after he was sworn in, he was able to
solve a bank robbery, an art heist, and
he secured the freedom of a kidnapped
mascot. It was a great day in Cov-
ington, and his unwavering bravery
grabbed all of our hearts and raised our
spirits.

I thank Dr. BROUN for his involve-
ment.

———

CELEBRATING OFFICER MORGAN
DAY

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge
the accomplishments of Morgan Stew-
ard, a b-year-old boy from Covington,
Georgia.

Morgan was born with a genetic con-
dition that affects his muscle move-
ment and confines him to a wheelchair.
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However, Morgan’s physical limita-
tions have in no way hindered his goal
of becoming a police officer.

When the Covington Georgia Police
Department heard of Morgan’s dreams,
they sprang into action, swearing him
in as a police officer. And on December
17, 2013, the town of Covington cele-
brated Officer Morgan Day, and Mor-
gan Steward was cheered on as he
fought crime and captured the ‘‘bad
guys’” during Covington’s annual
Christmas parade. Morgan even teamed
up with basketball star Shaquille
O’Neal to rescue a cat from a tree.

On behalf of the United States Con-
gress, I commend Officer Morgan for
his service as a police officer, and
thank him for the strong example that
he sets for all those who face medical
and physical hardships.

————
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to urge our Republican lead-
ership to immediately renew the emer-
gency unemployment insurance that
expired December 28. It affects 1.3 mil-
lion families. Failing to extend the
emergency unemployment insurance
will cost the economy some 240,000 jobs
this month.

You see, I believe you can extend the
emergency unemployment insurance
and grow the economy at the same
time. These families depend on it to
put a roof over their head, to feed and
take care of their families.

In my district in Ohio, there are
26,000 individuals unemployed. I say
let’s work together as Democrats and
Republicans and make a difference for
the families who count on us.

—————

DEMOCRATS ARE THREATENING
THE AMERICAN DREAM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, in a recent Wash-
ington Times op-ed, David Keene
writes:

Lengthy unemployment benefits that actu-
ally encourage people to drop out of the
workforce and minimum-wage laws that
make it difficult for the young and poor to
reach for the first step on the ladder of suc-
cess are, like the rhetoric of progressive pop-
ulists, attacks on the American Dream.

The most recent jobs report provides
no certainty that our economy is on its
way to a full, healthy recovery. The
unemployment rate continues to drop
simply because people are discouraged
and have given up the search for a job.

The American people are resilient,
hardworking, and need limited govern-
ment. The President and Washington
Democrats continually support Big
Government, which destroys jobs and
undermines the ability of small busi-
nesses to grow.
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House Republicans have a clear path
forward to put the American people
back to work. I urge the President and
Senate Democrats to change course
and support plans to create jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———
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PROTECTING WORKING AMERICAN
FAMILIES

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of tens of
thousands of my fellow Texans, the
working poor and the unemployed,
whom our economic recovery is leaving
behind.

Blessed with ample resources, many
of our Nation’s leading companies and
universities, and a ‘‘can do’ attitude,
Texas has been America’s leader in job
creation and economic growth for the
past decade.

Unfortunately, this economic success
has not reached all Texans. Last year,
the Labor Department announced that
over 450,000 Texans earn at or below the
Federal minimum wage, more than any
other State in the country.

Nationwide, 3.6 million Americans
earn at or below minimum wage at
$7.25 an hour. This is just over $15,000
for someone working 40 hours a week
for a full year, or more than $4,400
below the poverty line for a family of
three.

These aren’t just kids in high school
or college earning minimum wage. Less
than a quarter of the minimum wage
workers are teenagers and nearly 40
percent are over the age of 30. This is
simply not right. Nobody, no matter
the city or State, can survive, let alone
raise a family, on $15,000.

Madam Speaker, it is time for the
economic recovery to benefit all Amer-
icans, not just the fortunate. Too many
of our friends and neighbors are being
left behind, and I call on this Chamber
to bring up legislation that would in-
crease the minimum wage and renew
critical emergency unemployment ben-
efits.

———

MARCH FOR LIFE

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POMPEO. Madam Speaker, I
serve on the House Intelligence Com-
mittee, where I spend time trying to
figure out how to keep America safe,
and on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, where I think about how to
keep America free.

But today, I want to talk about how
American law and our Constitution
treats the least amongst us—the un-
born.
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