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that I rise to pay tribute to a fallen American 
hero. Army Sergeant First Class William Kelly 
Lacey of Niceville, Florida was killed on Janu-
ary 4, 2014, in Nangarhar Province, Afghani-
stan, while in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. SFC Lacey was assigned to the 
201st Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team of the 1st Infantry Division out 
of Fort Knox, Kentucky. 

SFC Lacey was a native Northwest Floridian 
who came from a family deeply committed to 
military service, with both his father and older 
brother serving in our Armed Forces. He was 
born at Eglin Air Force Base in Valparaiso, 
Florida and raised in Niceville, Florida, where 
he graduated from Niceville High School. SFC 
Lacey was proud of his family’s service 
record, and in 2003, he continued this noble 
tradition by joining the Army with the goal of 
attaining the same rank as his father, which 
he achieved within the past months. During 
his time in the Army, he served as a para-
trooper with the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division 
and as a wheeled vehicle mechanic with the 
1st Infantry Division. SFC Lacey served three 
tours in Iraq and was completing his second in 
Afghanistan when his life was taken. 

SFC Lacey was described by his friends 
and family as an easy-going and fun-loving in-
dividual, but on the battlefield, he was a fear-
less warrior who, according to one of his com-
manders, ‘‘always ran towards the gun.’’ He 
dedicated his life to military service to ensure 
those who would do our Nation harm were de-
feated and that our Constitutional rights were 
upheld. We will never forget his ultimate sac-
rifice toward that honorable end. To SFC 
Lacey’s loving wife, Ashley; his daughter, Lily, 
and stepdaughters, Caiden, Trinity, and Bran-
dy-Lynn; his mother, Pam; his father, John, 
and stepmother, Karla; and two older brothers; 
three younger stepbrothers; his extended fam-
ily, and friends, my wife Vicki joins me in offer-
ing our most sincere condolences and pray-
ers. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful United 
States Congress and Nation, I stand here 
today to honor Sergeant First Class William 
Kelly Lacey and all of the heroes we have 
lost. May God continue to bless them and the 
men and women of our United States Armed 
Forces. 
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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th birthday of Dr. Marion 
Downs and celebrate her pioneering work to 
expand hearing screening in newborns and 
early intervention for individuals with hearing 
problems. Dr. Downs’ groundbreaking work 
has served as an inspiration for many genera-
tions of Coloradoans and the medical commu-
nity. 

Dr. Downs is a Distinguished Professor 
Emerita at the University of Colorado School 
of Medicine. She began her esteemed career 
in Colorado, at University of Denver, where 
she was a professor of Audiology and Director 
of the Audiology Clinic from 1951 to 1959. It 
was there that Dr. Downs began implementing 

hearing aids for infants as young as six 
months old during a period of time when hear-
ing aids were typically fitted at the age of 
three. Her practice of applying hearing aids at 
such a young age has shown tremendous re-
sults in hearing, speech and communications 
development. Dr. Downs then moved to the 
University of Colorado School of Medicine 
where she developed the first national infant 
hearing screening program in 1963. Since that 
time, she has devoted her professional career 
to identifying and managing infant hearing 
issues and developmental strategies. 

Throughout her 35 year career, Dr. Downs 
has received numerous awards such as the 
Outstanding Achievement award from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Gold Medal Recognition 
from the University of Colorado, Northern Col-
orado and the University of Arizona School of 
Health and Sciences. She has received hon-
ors from nearly every auditory and speech so-
ciety and has co-authored textbooks such as 
Hearing in Children, which serves as a world-
wide resource to educate students on child-
hood auditory disorders. 

At the age of 100, the lively Dr. Downs con-
tinues her work on important health issues re-
lated to auditory, speech and communication 
disorders. There is no doubt that Dr. Downs 
tireless efforts will continue to inspire future 
generations for many years to come. 
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Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Father Donald Mowery on receiv-
ing the 2014 Be the Dream MLK Legacy 
Award. This special award is given to those in-
dividuals whose lives have ‘‘embodied the 
spirit and legacy of service, sacrifice and 
hope’’ that characterized the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. As an agent of change dur-
ing the Civil Rights Movement, it is fitting that 
this award be bestowed upon Father Mowery 
in recognition of his accomplishments and 
contributions. 

Donald Mowery was born in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee and was brought up in a funeral 
home, which he had intended to make his 
life’s work before being called to ministry. He 
attended school in Chattanooga before fin-
ishing college then seminary school at Berke-
ley Divinity School at Yale. While studying at 
Yale, he worked with young people at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church and upon comple-
tion, he was assigned to a parish in Nashville, 
Tennessee, where he continued this important 
work. In Nashville, he became involved with 
the police department, holding services for the 
officers during the shift changes on Saturdays. 
This garnered him recognition from his Bishop 
and the Mayor of Nashville. 

In 1963, Father Mowery received an invita-
tion from the Bishop to continue his work with 
young people and the police department at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in Memphis, Tennessee. He 
joined Youth Service and began working with 
kids from different social and economic back-
grounds, taking them on camping, boating, 

fishing and basketball trips in parks around the 
city. In 1968, following the assassination of Dr. 
King, Father Mowery received a warning that 
the parks would not be safe to conduct his 
program out of fear that he or one of the kids 
could be hurt among the unrest. He was ad-
vised to end the program but for Father 
Mowery, this only underscored the importance 
of the youth program. 

Determined to keep the program open, Fa-
ther Mowery appealed to the Navy base in 
Millington, Tennessee to use its facilities. Al-
though his proposal was initially turned down, 
over the course of a weekend, the Navy re-
versed its decision and became a large sup-
porter of the program. The Navy provided food 
assistance, shirts for the kids and exposure to 
military training techniques, which would be-
come the first military youth training program. 
The program was such a success that the De-
partment of Defense invited Father Mowery to 
Washington, D.C. to discuss starting 125 simi-
lar programs on military bases across the 
country. This led to the establishment of the 
national Youth Service USA. 

Father Mowery’s Memphis-based Youth 
Service and the Bridge Builders program, 
founded by Becky Wilson, joined to become 
BRIDGES in 1996. Today, BRIDGES is con-
sidered the ‘‘premier youth organization in the 
Memphis area.’’ There is no doubt that Father 
Mowery’s work is worthy of this award named 
after Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Father Donald Mowery on 
being awarded the 2014 Be the Dream MLK 
Legacy Award. 

f 

‘‘DO IT FOR YOUR DAUGHTER’’ 
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
CAMPAIGN GROWS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commend Michelle Coyoti-Varela, 
Joyce Falotico, Morgan Fuerbacher, Jac-
queline Hennessy, Adriana Poznanski, and 
Francesca Poznanski of Girl Scout Troop 
1701 of Middletown, New Jersey for their 
breast cancer prevention and awareness cam-
paign. Their national initiative, ‘‘Do It For Your 
Daughter,’’ encourages moms to get mammo-
grams so as to ensure and promote early de-
tection, and if necessary, effective treatment. 

The National Cancer Institute estimates that 
in 2013 alone, 232,340 Americans were diag-
nosed with breast cancer, and 39,620 died as 
a result. Roughly one in eight American 
women will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
sometime in their lifetime. For them and their 
loved ones, research and treatment provide 
hope as they fight the disease. Many survivors 
and their families commit to awareness cam-
paigns as an opportunity to save lives and 
help others going forward. 

Each of one of these extraordinarily bright 
and articulate girls has had their life touched 
by someone who has had breast cancer. They 
realized this common thread during their 
Troop Health Walk while discussing what they 
could accomplish as a troop—and how they 
could change the world for the better. Through 
research and meetings with health experts, 
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