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numerous vague provisions that may in some
cases modify and expand the funding restric-
tions relating to abortion currently included in
annual appropriations bills. Besides, the Hyde
Amendment has been passed every single
year for nearly forty years—we already have a
law prohibiting the use of federal funds to pay
for abortion, we don’t need another one.

This legislation threatens women’s health by
denying access to comprehensive women’s
health care that includes abortion. That is why
| vehemently oppose H.R. 7.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, January 29, 2014
Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | was
not present for rollcall Votes 24 and 25. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yes” on
both.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL SCHOOL
CHOICE WEEK

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to recognize National School Choice
Week. Designated from January 27-31, 2014,
National School Choice Week serves to raise
public awareness of the importance of making
educational opportunities available to all stu-
dents.

No student should have a darker future or a
limited educational horizon based upon the
neighborhood they call home. Every student
should have access to their own American
dream, and the key to their dream is a quality
education.

| have advocated for educational reform and
expansion of educational opportunity to all
throughout my years of service in the Florida
State Legislature and in the U.S. Congress. |
have advanced initiatives that include home
schooling, building a Florida online high
school, creating magnet programs, estab-
lishing charter schools, and establishing schol-
arships that allow students from failing schools
to attend high performing schools. | believe
that good educational policy provides choices
to families and local educators who under-
stand the unique needs of their children and
students. Through providing choice, edu-
cational quality increases, which will ensure
that all students are able to excel in their aca-
demics and rise to meet their full potential.

| am pleased to recognize National School
Choice Week.

————

HONORING JIM CACCIOTTOLO,
PRESIDENT OF THE CHIEF ENGI-
NEERS ASSOCIATION OF
CHICAGOLAND

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Jim Cacciottolo, who was sworn in Jan-
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uary 25 as the new President of the Chief En-
gineers Association of Chicagoland. Mr.
Cacciottolo, a resident of Chicago’s Bridgeport
community, previously served on the organiza-
tion’s board of directors for the last 16 years.

Mr. Cacciottolo grew up in Chicago’s Archer
Heights and Garfield Ridge communities on
the city’s Southwest Side. He worked for the
City of Chicago for 25 years before retiring in
2008. When he retired, Mr. Cacciottolo was
the chief operating engineer for the Chicago
Police Department, overseeing nearly 100
buildings and facilities for the Chicago Police
Department, the Chicago Fire Department and
other City of Chicago properties. He currently
serves as a chief engineer in the private sec-
tor, helping to oversee the operations for the
buildings that make up the University of lllinois
Medical Center in Chicago.

Mr. Cacciottolo is the proud father of two
grown children, Kristin and Anthony.

As president of the Chief Engineers Asso-
ciation of Chicagoland, Mr. Cacciottolo will
lead a not-for-profit fraternal organization com-
prised of more than 800 men and women in
leadership positions within the field of power
engineering and real estate asset manage-
ment. For over 90 years, the Chief Engineers
Association of Chicagoland has brought edu-
cational services, information and camaraderie
to its members through the publication of “The
Chief Engineer” magazine, educational meet-
ings and social gatherings throughout the Chi-
cago area. The organization’s motto: “Any-
thing that can be done, can be done better.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Jim Cacciottolo, whose com-
mitment to public service and dedication to his
profession will serve him well in his new role
as President of the Chief Engineers Associa-
tion of Chicagoland. His expertise and knowl-
edge as a chief engineer will be a tremendous
benefit and resource for other chief engineers
throughout Northeastern lllinois.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE
OF UNITED STATES ARMY SER-
GEANT FIRST CLASS WILLIAM K.
LACEY

HON. RON BARBER

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor United States Army Sergeant First
Class William K. Lacey, or Kelly, as his family
wants him to be remembered, who was killed
in action on January 4, 2014 after a rocket
propelled grenade attack by insurgents hit his
unit in Nangarhar Province, Afghanistan. He
leaves behind his mother, father, stepmother,
two daughters, three step daughters and many
friends.

Born at Eglin Air Force Base where his fa-
ther, Master Sergeant John H. Lacey, was sta-
tioned, Kelly spent most of his childhood in
Florida. He attended Niceville High School be-
fore joining the Army in 2003. While in the
Army, he attended Meridian Community Col-
lege and received an Associate Degree. Ser-
geant First Class Lacey was assigned to the
F Company, 201st Brigade Support Battalion,
3rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infan-
try Division, based in Fort Knox, Kentucky.

Kelly was on his second deployment to Af-
ghanistan, and he had already completed
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three previous deployments to Iraq: the first a
5 month deployment, the second a 14 month
deployment and the other a year-long deploy-
ment. From April 2011 until March 2012, Kelly
served in Afghanistan.

From his earliest time in the Army, Sergeant
First Class Lacey was considered a great sol-
dier. Over his career he earned more than a
dozen honors including three Army Com-
mendation Medals, four Army Achievement
Medals, three Army Good Conduct Medals,
two Afghanistan Campaign Medals with
Bronze Service Star and two Iraq Campaign
Medals with Bronze Service Stars. For his
bravery in action, Sergeant First Class Lacey
was awarded a Bronze Star with combat dis-
tinguishing device “V”, two Bronze Stars and
a Purple Heart posthumously.

We remember Kelly and offer our deepest
condolences and prayers to his family. Every-
one in our great nation owes Sergeant First
Class Lacey and his family a debt of gratitude
for his selfless sacrifice and courage. It is vital
that we keep our men and women in uniform
who are in harm’s way in our thoughts and
prayers. | call on my colleagues and all Ameri-
cans to remember Kelly and the many others
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fending our freedoms and all that we value as
a nation.

——————

MCcKINNEY, “AMERICA’S CRAPE
MYRTLE CITY”

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the Crape Myrtle
Trails of McKinney Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization created to elevate and
preserve the beauty and appeal of one of the
fastest growing cities in North Texas, McKin-
ney.

Established in 1998, the Crape Myrtle Trails
of McKinney Foundation began with the vision
of showcasing the premier flowering plant of
the south, the crape myrtle, throughout our
community in a deliberate and meaningful
manner. After the foundation gained official
501(c)(3) status, the foundation in partnership
with the City of McKinney established the
World Collection Park to feature every variety
of crape myrtle on seven acres of city park-
land. The World Collection Park officially
opened for enjoyment in 2011, and as of
2013, nearly 22,000 crape myrtles have been
planted by the foundation, City of McKinney,
and other partners.

Not only does the Crape Myrtle Trails of
McKinney Foundation serve as an agent to
enhance the aesthetics of the city, it has es-
tablished programs, such as an annual Run
the Trails of McKinney Fun Run and “McKin-
ney Crape Myrtles and Me—Watch Us Grow!”
an annual science and art contest for McKin-
ney ISD elementary schools, to further involve
the community in its city’s development.

| commend the City of McKinney on their
time, energy, and efforts in making McKinney
a better place to live for my fellow Texans.
Promoting a higher quality of life is something
we simply can’t put a price on. That's why |
support the City of McKinney to officially reg-
ister as “America’s Crape Myrile City” and
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press forward towards their goal of planting
50,000 crape myrtle trees throughout McKin-
ney.
God Bless all your efforts and God Bless
Texas. | salute you.

HONORING ALEXANDER R.V.
BATTLES

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Alexander R.V.
Battles. Alex is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 360, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Alex has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Alex has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Alex
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Alex helped bring aware-
ness to his local blood bank after receiving a
blood transfusion himself that saved his life.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Alexander R.V. Battles for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

HONORING GEORGE LES, THE OAK
LAWN CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE’S BUSINESS PERSON OF
THE YEAR

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor George Les, a longtime restaurateur
and community institution in Oak Lawn, Illi-
nois. For the last 40 years, Mr. Les and his
brother, Angelo, have run the famous Les
Brothers restaurant at 87th Street and
Ridgeland Avenue. On January 18, Mr. Les
was recognized by the Oak Lawn Chamber of
Commerce as its “Business Person of the
Year.”

Mr. Les embodies the quintessential Amer-
ican success story. In 1968, when he was just
10 years old, he came to the United States
with his family from Greece. He grew up in
Chicago’s Marquette Park community, landing
his first restaurant job bussing tables at age
12. In 1974, he and Angelo went to work for
their father, Bill, when he opened the original
Les Brothers at the same Oak Lawn location
the restaurant is at today.

Anne Marie Casey, past president of the
Oak Lawn Chamber of Commerce, noted in
her remarks before Mr. Les was awarded
“Business Person of the Year” that Les Broth-
ers is an “Oak Lawn institution” and “a place
where George treats every customer that
comes into his business like they are friends
and family, even if they are first-time cus-
tomers.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Through hard work and perseverance, Mr.
Les has opened other Les Brothers res-
taurants in Hickory Hills, New Lenox and
Homer Glen—all in Chicago’s south suburbs.

Mr. Les and his family are active in all of the
communities they serve, sponsoring and sup-
porting many local causes and events. In Oak
Lawn, he is particularly passionate about
Westside Baseball, the league his sons Bill
and Jim played in growing up.

————————

THE RETIREMENT OF BISHOP
RUDOLPH W. McKISSICK, SR.

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Bishop Rudolph W. McKissick,
Sr., the Pastor of Bethel Baptist Institutional
Church.

For over 50 years, Bishop McKissick has
served the Bethel community as its pastor. But
previous to that, he helped the community as
a choral member, music director, and Deacon
prior to being called to succeed Rev. Robert
Wilson in 1966 as Bethel’s tenth pastor.

Throughout his tenure, Bishop McKissick,
Sr.’s exemplary teachings and spiritual guid-
ance have inspired more than fifty servant
leaders to accept God’s calling to the ministry.
Among them is his son Bishop Rudolph
McKissick, Jr., Co-Pastor, Bethel Baptist Insti-
tutional Church. In addition, Bishop McKissick,
Sr., demonstrating his commitment to meeting
and supporting the ever-changing needs and
growth of congregants, has established more
than fifty ministries. A Christian Mission (The
Help Center), marriage ministry, church bas-
ketball league, youth retreats, and missionary
outreach program are among the initiatives
long recognized for its innovation and excel-
lence. Most notably and characteristic of the
passion Bishop McKissick, Sr. and his wife of
forty-nine years, Estelle Williams McKissick,
share for education, is B.E.S.T. (Bethel En-
hancing Students Totally) Academy, a pro-
gram established in 1993 to support the aca-
demic needs of elementary and secondary
students. Under their leadership, B.E.S.T. has
become a valuable resource earning Bethel
recognition as an approved summer school
site for Duval County’s most academically
challenged students.

This high level of commitment to quality
education is evident throughout Bishop
McKissick, Sr.’s journey, as evidenced by his
own educational achievements and affiliations.
Bishop McKissick, Sr. holds a bachelors de-
gree for Edward Waters College (EWC) and
has received training at a number of other
leading institutions including Tuskegee Insti-
tute, the Music Institute, the Music Institute of
Columbia University, Princeton University and
Luther Rice Seminary. He also has conferred
doctoral degrees from EWC and Bethune
Cookman University. He has held membership
on a number of boards and commissions in-
cluding appointment to the first Board of Trust-
ees at the University of North Florida, the
Jacksonville Urban League, the YMCA James
Weldon Johnson branch, and The Help Cen-
ter. Bishop McKissick, Sr. has launched part-
nerships across the globe with Bethel's adop-
tion of churches in South Africa and Panama.
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He was chosen by Fresh Ministries to partici-
pate in a 1999 tour of South Africa, and a tour
of Turkey, hosted last year by the Amity Turk-
ish Cultural Center.

Recognized as a community stalwart,
Bishop McKissick, Sr. has earned a host of
awards and accomplishments. A few include
recipient of the 1992 Humanitarian award pre-
sented by the National Conference for Chris-
tian and Jews; City of Jacksonville’s Human
Relations Award; National Association for
Equal Opportunity Award; Bernard Gregory
Servant Leader Award; and the Meritorious
Leadership Award presented by Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Sr. In September 2011, was ele-
vated to Bishop of Marriage and Family in the
Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship Inter-
national.

A member of the NAACP and Omega Psi
Phi fraternity, Bishop Rudolph McKissick, Sr.
is married to Estelle Williams McKissick and
they have one son, Bishop Rudolph
McKissick, Jr. (Kimberly) and three grand-
children; Jocelyn, Janai and Joshua.

Bishop McKissick gave his final sermon as
Senior Pastor of Bethel Baptist Institutional
Church on Sunday January 5, 2014. He ended
the sermon saying “there is no more powerful
congregation than this congregation. For 175
years, God has blessed this church.”

“Lord bless you and keep you . . .

Thank you, Bishop McKissick. May the Lord
Bless you and Keep you.

————

CONGRATULATING EDWARD M.
MURPHY

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Edward M. Murphy as he steps
down after a decade as Chief Executive Offi-
cer of The MENTOR Network—a national net-
work of local health and human services pro-
viders based in Boston, Massachusetts—and
assumes the role of Executive Chairman. Ned
has dedicated his career to leading public and
private sector organizations that provide qual-
ity-of-life enhancing services to individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities, chil-
dren at-risk and their families, and people with
brain and spinal cord injuries—including our
nation’s wounded warriors. In particular, in re-
sponse to the establishment of the Veteran’s
Health Administration Assisted Living Pilot pro-
gram by this body, Ned’s leadership was in-
strumental in The MENTOR Network’s devel-
opment of innovative programs to serve Vet-
erans with brain injury in the communities of
their choosing.

Ned began his career working with young
offenders in community reintegration programs
and was appointed commissioner of the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Youth Services in
1979. This began a sixteen-year period during
which he held senior positions in state govern-
ment, including commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Mental Health and executive director
of the Health and Educational Facilities Au-
thority. After a successful career in the public
sector, Ned moved on to the non-profit and
private sectors, where among his notable ac-
complishments, he founded Alliance Health,
before joining The MENTOR Network as CEO
in 2004.
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