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$11,000 less that a woman makes every
year. That means women are essen-
tially working 84 days for free while a
man takes home a paycheck.

In the district of Illinois that I serve,
women make even less than that. They
make approximately 70 cents on the
dollar. Keep in mind that number is
figured for the same work, just with
much, much less income.

Equal pay is not simply a women’s
issue; it is an issue for the middle class
and working families. When women
bring home more, they are able to pro-
vide better for their families.

Because equal pay for equal work
would benefit hardworking families
across my region, across the State of
Illinois, and across the country, it is
time that Congress pass the Paycheck
Fairness Act.

LET’S GET TO WORK

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last
night, the President addressed America
and reminded us that America is a Na-
tion of opportunity where, if you work
hard and play by the rules and take re-
sponsibility, you can succeed. But he
also recognized that many Americans
don’t feel that, in fact, this is working
for them right now. He made very spe-
cific proposals to invest in infrastruc-
ture or innovation economy, early
childhood education, additional manu-
facturing hubs, raising the minimum
wage, fixing our broken immigration
system, and extending unemployment
benefits.

The President expressed his willing-
ness to work with Congress to achieve
these goals. What I thought was par-
ticularly significant is these were spe-
cific proposals that are achievable if
we work together.

So, Mr. Speaker, let’s get to work.
Let’s enact these proposals. Let’s move
our economy forward and put the
American people back to work.

As well, I wish to extend my grati-
tude to Trudi for her service.

———
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

JANUARY 28, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 28, 2014 at 6:07 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1302.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2642,
FEDERAL AGRICULTURE RE-
FORM AND RISK MANAGEMENT
ACT OF 2014

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 465, I call up the
conference report on the bill (H.R. 2642)
to provide for the reform and continu-
ation of agricultural and other pro-
grams of the Department of Agri-
culture through fiscal year 2018, and
for other purposes, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 465, the con-
ference report is considered read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
January 27, 2014, at page H1269.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS)
and the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. PETERSON) each will control 30
minutes.

For what purpose does the gentleman
from Massachusetts seek recognition?

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, is the
gentleman from Minnesota opposed to
the conference report?

Mr. PETERSON. No, I am not, Mr.
Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XXII, the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS),
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
PETERSON), and the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, this has
been a long and seemingly epic journey
that the House Agriculture Committee
has been upon, and Mr. PETERSON, my-
self, our colleagues, literally 3 years,
actually 4, when you consider the be-
ginning hearings under then-Chairman
PETERSON to start this process.

We have all discussed the details. We
will discuss the details more in greater
length in just a moment on this final
conference report that reflects the net
result of both the Senate and House
work.

But I would say this. Whatever your
feelings might be about the policy
issues involved within the bill, under-
stand, this formal conference that has
now come to a conclusion, soon, I hope,
to be ratified by the body, reflects at
the committee level, at the floor level
in the House, and, I think, in the con-
ference level, how legislation should be
put together.

Many people criticize us and this
body as dysfunctional. But if they look
at all of the amendments we consid-
ered, every time we took the farm bill
up in the committee, all of the debate,
all of the discussion, if they consider
the amazing amount of amendments we
considered on the floor of the United
States House and all the debates and
the discussion and the votes, if they
take note of how long and how much
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effort the principals and the conferees
put into putting this conference report
together, they would understand that
this bill, while everyone may not agree
with every line, every word, every pol-
icy in it, this bill reflects, unlike al-
most any that have been done for
years, how it should be done—good men
and women of different opinions work-
ing to get to a final product.

I hope this reflects a change in how
we will do our business here across the
board. I am proud of what we have
done, and I am proud of how we have
done it. I am proud of the reforms and
savings. I am proud of my ranking
member, and all my colleagues who
have been involved.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Today, as the chairman said, after
nearly 4 years of work, the House is fi-
nally considering the 2014 farm bill
conference report. It has been a chal-
lenging and, at times, frustrating proc-
ess, I think everybody will agree, but
through it, the Ag Committee has per-
severed, and we did what we have al-
ways done. We worked together.

The report before us today represents
a compromise. I know this is rare in
Washington, but that is what is needed
to actually get something done around
this place. I didn’t get everything I
wanted. The chairman didn’t get every-
thing he wanted. That is how the com-
promise works.

For example, there has been a lot of
discussion about dairy, but we are
moving away from the old dairy pro-
gram to a new program that I think is
much more sensible, that has market
signals in it to deal with overproduc-
tion. The only question I have is
whether they are going to be strong
enough. We will find out as we go
through the process.

In the commodity title, I am still dis-
appointed we didn’t vote on planted
acres. I think that would have been a
smart thing to do, but it wasn’t to be.

At the end of the day, I believe my
reservations are outweighed by the
need to provide a long-term certainty
for agriculture and nutrition programs
and the many positive improvements
and reforms included in the final bill.

Among other things, the conference
report will protect and improve the
crop insurance system. That is prob-
ably the most important safety net. It
continues current sugar policy, stream-
lines conservation programs so that we
can continue to preserve our natural
resources, provides disaster assistance
for livestock producers, applies con-
servation protections to crop insur-
ance, and recognizes the growing con-
sumer demand for fresh fruits, vegeta-
bles, local foods and organics.

In closing, I want to thank the chair-
man for his work and congratulate him
for working with us to get to a final
conclusion here. Also, for his Members,
our Members, for their support and
hanging in there to get to this point.
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