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provided for a benefit increase. The SNAP
cuts we are debating today come from ending
a policy called “Heat and Eat.” New Jersey is
one of 17 states that choose to participate in
“heat and eat” which can help states improve
access to SNAP while reducing administrative
burdens by allowing states to link a bene-
ficiary’s receipt of low-income heating assist-
ance to their SNAP benefit. What this means
is that New Jersey’s SNAP beneficiaries will
be among those principally affected by the
changes to SNAP that are proposed in this
farm bill.

As a country we must end our obsession
with debt and deficits, especially when these
reductions are coming at the expense of the
less fortunate and the hungry. This legislation
continues to favor the largest farmers and
agri-business over family farms. The bill
achieves significant savings by ending direct
commodity payments, but then redirects these
savings to fund new subsidized programs to
pay the same farmers when crop prices or
revenues fall below certain levels—continuing
wasteful programs that benefit the largest
farms and agri-businesses. We should be
doing more to find greater savings by
strengthening caps on commodity support pro-
grams and federal crop insurance subsidies
that, under this bill, continue to enable some
of the largest farms and agri-businesses to re-
ceive millions of taxpayer dollars year after
year. While the bill moves us towards an agri-
cultural safety net based primarily on crop in-
surance, we fail to make any real reforms to
the crop insurance system. Agri-business is
still heavily subsidized while the federal gov-
ernment guarantees very favorable profit mar-
gins for insurance companies while continuing
to pick up the tab for all administrative and op-
erating costs.

While some policy improvements are made
for conservation, funding for these programs is
still cut by about $6 billion dollars as acreage
in the Conservation Reserve Program is re-
duced steadily over the next 5 years. Addition-
ally, the lack of reform to the U.S. sugar pro-
gram threatens manufacturing jobs in New
Jersey and around the U.S. This program cost
taxpayers almost $300 million last year alone,
and will continue to create artificially high
prices for consumers on the foods we enjoy
every day. New Jersey farmers deserve a bet-
ter farm bill. If we made real reforms to crop
insurance and commodity support programs
we could invest further in conservation, spe-
cialty crops, organic agriculture, small and be-
ginning farmers, and of course, nutrition.

Following passage of the House farm bill |
urged my colleagues in Leadership and in the
Agriculture Committee to work towards a com-
promise that would eliminate the SNAP cuts
and allow for the passage of a farm bill that
supports agriculture without hurting hungry
families. The Agriculture Act of 2014 is a suc-
cess in many ways. The bill ends direct com-
modity payments to farmers, includes con-
servation compliance for crop insurance, and
invests in specialty crops, organic foods, and
sustainable agriculture. Unfortunately, the bill
fails to complement these policies with a simi-
lar investment in the people who could use it
most, the children, seniors and veterans who
rely on SNAP for one of the most basic of
needs—something to eat.
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Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the service and life of Rear Admiral
Joseph Coleman, USN (Ret.), who was a
voice of vision and action in our Jacksonville
community for decades. Joe spent 32 years
that spanned two wars defending our country
as a member of the United States Navy. But,
Joe’s commitment to his country did not end
with retirement. Joe reassigned his leadership
skills to make the City of Jacksonville a better
place to live not only for retired and active
duty military but for all its citizens.

Joe was a proud member of the Greatest
Generation and always claimed the title of the
“Navy’s best fighter pilot.” That may be de-
bated among fighter pilots, but his contribution
to the Navy was considerable and his dedica-
tion to his country steadfast. He flew Hellcats
against the Japanese in World War I, served
aboard the USS Midway, had thousands of
flight hours in various aircraft, made 550 car-
rier ship landings, and commanded the aircraft
carrier USS Ranger during the Vietnam War.

Joe’s list of volunteer activities was both
long and varied. Joe Coleman came to our
town in the military, returned as a veteran, and
became a great civic leader. Along the way
Joe made a significant difference in many
lives. His guiding hand led to a wonderful re-
tirement community in Atlantic Beach called
Fleet Landing. Today, hundreds of people live
in this community near the sea. He was a
leader in a plethora of military activities like
the USO and the Navy League, but Joe also
served on the board of Florida State Commu-
nity College, the Jacksonville Chamber of
Commerce and numerous other organizations.
There are those who join boards and there are
those who work and make a difference; Joe is
in the latter category.

Perhaps it was his fighter pilot quick thinking
or his finely attuned peripheral eyesight honed
from hours of flying, but Joe Coleman is a
man of vision who encouraged others to take
courageous steps and to make difficult deci-
sions. He is one of the leaders who changed
Jacksonville from a sleepy Southern town into
the robust metropolis it is today. We are con-
sidered the most military friendly town in
America. Joe Coleman played a major role in
making us that.

Joe recently passed away at the age of 91.
He embodied our World War Il heroes as a
member of the Greatest Generation. Joe Cole-
man was Admiral Joe to his grandchildren, a
patriotic civilian leader in our community, and
a gentle naval hero to our veterans. | was
proud to call him friend.
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Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Matt Little who passed away on Sun-
day at the age of 92. Mr. Little was an extraor-
dinary man of leadership, integrity, and deter-
mination. His achievements in the civil rights
movement will have a lasting impact on the
citizens of Minnesota and the United States.

Mr. Little was born in August 1921 in North
Carolina to a factory worker and homemaker.
Graduating from North Carolina A&T Univer-
sity in 1948, he served 3"z years in the mili-
tary during the Second World War in an all-
black infantry regiment.

Upon his arrival to the Twin Cities, Mr. Little
quickly realized that racism was a prevalent
barrier to everything from job opportunities to
housing. African-Americans could not stay at
major hotels, and could only buy houses in
certain neighborhoods.

Mr. Little found work in the post office, and
started a landscaping business. After being
denied a firefighter position due to race, he
was part of a federal lawsuit to integrate the
Minneapolis Fire Department. Mr. Little joined
the NAACP in 1954 where he ultimately be-
came president of his chapter and president of
the Minnesota NAACP.

His civil rights accomplishments are plenti-
ful. Mr. Little was prominent in supporting the
integration of Minnesota public schools. He led
the Minnesota delegation to participate in the
March on Washington. He fought hard for fair
housing laws in the state legislature. He
helped create the Minneapolis Civil Rights
Commission. He was a leading influence in
the hiring of former Minnesota Vikings Head
Coach Dennis Green, one of the pioneering
African-American head coaches in franchise
history.

Mr. Little also believed strongly in civic par-
ticipation. He was elected four times as a del-
egate to the Democratic National Convention,
five times to Minnesota’s State Executive
Committee, and four times as an elector to
cast one of the state’s 10 electoral votes for
U.S. President. In 2008, when he watched
President Obama being sworn in, he said,
“There are no words to describe this feeling.
| waited all of my life, and now I've seen it
happen in my lifetime.”

Even in his later years, Mr. Little continued
to be involved in the community. He main-
tained his column “Little by Little” featured in
the Minnesota-Spokesman-Recorder, and was
a fan of seniors tennis.

A man of grace and respect, Mr. Little held
a pragmatic perspective in tackling racial in-
equality believing it was an issue that simply
needed solving. Matt Little was a political in-
spiration for many, and | am proud to have
known him in my lifetime. He will always be
remembered as a relentless civil rights cham-
pion, a fervent public speaker, and a Min-
nesota icon. A truly exceptional leader, | be-
lieve if we live by Matt Little’s actions, our
country will be better for it for generations to
come.
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