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dreams could be realized, he fell victim 
to a tragedy that would change the 
Ware family and this community for-
ever. 

Virgil, who sat on the handlebars of 
his brother’s bike, was headed to join 
his brother on a paper route on the out-
skirts of Birmingham, Alabama, on 
Sunday, September 15, 1963. The broth-
ers rode past a group of men who had 
just left a segregationist meeting in 
the city. One of the men was told to 
shoot at the Ware brothers to ‘‘scare 
them.’’ The man fired two shots in 
their direction. One bullet struck Vir-
gil in his chest and another in his 
cheek. Tragically, the young boy who 
loved to read and help his family lost 
his life on that day. Virgil was the 
sixth young person to lose his life on 
that Sunday in Birmingham due to bla-
tant violence. 

Just one hour prior to Virgil’s death, 
Johnnie Robinson joined a group of 
young boys at a local gas station. 
Johnnie was born on February 25, 1947, 
to Martha and Johnnie Robinson, Sr. 
His younger brother, Leon, describes 
him as a kid who loved playing base-
ball and basketball. Ironically, his fa-
vorite subject was history. Even at the 
tender age of 16, he understood that he 
and his siblings were living in a his-
toric era. He came from a close-knit 
family and had lost his father in a ra-
cially-motivated killing just weeks be-
fore his own death. 

The afternoon that Johnnie went to 
the gas station, tensions remained high 
as local citizens were still reeling from 
the news of the church bombing and 
the deaths of the ‘‘four little girls.’’ 
According to accounts that were pub-
lished in the Birmingham News article, 
Johnnie and other young boys were 
being taunted by White teenagers with 
chants of opposing integration. 

There was also reports of rocks being 
thrown in retaliation in the hours after 
the bombing. In the midst of all the 
chaos, Johnnie was killed by a police 
officer. 

Some of our Nation’s biggest heroes 
are those that fought on the front lines 
in pursuit of equality and justice. How-
ever, young Virgil and Johnnie serve as 
symbols of the heroes of the movement 
that we don’t always recognize. 
Johnnie and Virgil should be remem-
bered for their important sacrifices 
that were made, and this history of our 
Nation should not forget them. 

As we celebrate Black History Month 
and the notable contributions of Afri-
can Americans to this country, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in remem-
bering these brave young men during 
the month of February and beyond. 
Their short lives serve as one of many 
catalysts for the transformative 
change in our country. While we know 
that their destinies were cut short, far 
too short, we remember them for their 
impact on the civil rights movement. 
During their short time on this Earth, 
these young souls should be counted in 
the number of our Nation’s biggest he-
roes. 

I hope that my colleagues will join 
me in celebrating the life and legacy of 
Virgil Ware and Johnnie Robinson, Jr., 
during this Black History Month pe-
riod. 

f 

WORLD CANCER DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
today, February 4, is World Cancer 
Day. It is a day we remember those 
lost to this disease while recommitting 
ourselves and our efforts to eradicating 
it. This World Cancer Day, people 
across the globe will speak out in one 
unified voice in hopes of improving 
knowledge about cancer and its symp-
toms while shattering the stereotypes 
and misconceptions that stand as bar-
riers to the treatment. 

By debunking the myths and bring-
ing the fight against cancer to the 
global stage, we can make meaningful 
strides to address an issue that touches 
individuals, families, and communities 
worldwide. 

This year alone, 1.6 million Ameri-
cans will be diagnosed with cancer, and 
many of them will be children. As a 
member of the Childhood Cancer Cau-
cus and a cancer survivor myself, I 
know how important it is to support 
each one of those cases with dedication 
and with care. 

So today, let’s recognize the thou-
sands of oncologists, support staff, re-
searchers, and families tackling this 
diagnosis from start to finish. If we 
work together, from government orga-
nizations like the National Institutes 
of Health, to hospitals and cancer 
treatment facilities in my home State 
of Pennsylvania, to passing bipartisan 
legislation like the Gabrielle Miller 
Kids First Research Act, we can make 
this World Cancer Day a success and 
put an end to cancer in the not-so-dis-
tant future. 

f 

WORLD CANCER DAY AWARENESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. HIGGINS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I join 
with my colleague from Pennsylvania 
in recognizing that today, February 4, 
is World Cancer Day, a day in which we 
raise awareness about the impacts of 
cancer worldwide and join forces to 
work together to find a cure. 

If America does not lead the world in 
cancer research, there is no leadership 
in cancer research in the world. A 
newly released report from the Amer-
ican Cancer Society says that the 
death rate from cancer has decreased 
by 20 percent over the past two dec-
ades. Thirty years ago, less than 50 per-
cent of those who were diagnosed with 
cancer lived beyond 5 years of their di-
agnosis. Today, it is 65 percent for 
adults and 80 percent for children. Can-
cer research needs to be sustained if it 
is to be effective. 

Ten years ago, 25 percent of all those 
grants that came into the National 
Cancer Institute were funded. Today it 
is less than 8 percent. We are not only 
losing important research but also los-
ing talented researchers who leave the 
field because of a lack of public funding 
for cancer research. 

Historically, there were three ways 
to deal with cancer. You could cut it 
out through surgery, you could burn it 
out through radiation, or you could de-
stroy it through toxic chemicals or 
chemotherapy. Chemotherapy was de-
veloped in Buffalo in 1904 at Roswell 
Park Cancer Institute. After those tra-
ditional cancer treatments, with some 
debilitating side effects, a new genera-
tion about 15 years ago was developed 
to treat cancer called targeted thera-
pies. 

These are therapies that attack fast- 
growing cancer cells without destroy-
ing healthy cells. These targeted thera-
pies led to promising new therapies in 
breast cancer, like Herceptin, which 
treated a very difficult cancer, late- 
stage cancer. Also Gleevec, which was 
highly effective in treating leukemia. 

Today, the prestigious journal 
Science just declared that in 2013, the 
most important science discovery was 
something called immunotherapy. 
Immunotherapy uses several strate-
gies, including vaccines, to treat the 
body’s immune system to naturally 
fight cancers. 

What the promise is in many clinical 
trials that are occurring throughout 
this Nation, including Buffalo’s 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute, is 
longer remissions without the debili-
tating side effects. 

We have a lot to learn about cancer. 
It is not one disease; it is hundreds of 
diseases. Lifestyle plays a very impor-
tant part in the incidences of cancer, 
both here in the country and through-
out the world. Eighty-nine percent of 
all lung cancers are due to smoking. 
Thirty percent of all cancers are a di-
rect result of tobacco use. In our life-
time, one in every three women will de-
velop invasive cancer in their lifetime. 
One in two men will develop invasive 
cancer because men smoke more. 

We need to know that early detection 
is also important as well. Less than 10 
percent of cancer deaths are attributed 
to the original tumor. It is when can-
cer moves, when it advances, when it 
metastasizes to a vital organ is when 
cancer becomes lethal. It is when can-
cer cells crowd out healthy cells and 
render that organ which we need to 
live useless. 

So today on World Cancer Day, we 
are reminded about all of the work 
that has been done, all of the progress 
that has been made, and all of the 
progress still yet to be made. We also 
learned that while it is World Cancer 
Day, America has a unique role in the 
history, currently and prospectively, in 
developing the next generation of can-
cer treatments. 
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