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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

The

———
SPORTSMEN’S HERITAGE AND
RECREATIONAL ENHANCEMENT

ACT OF 2013

The Committee resumed its sitting.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. HOLDING).
The gentleman from Oregon is recog-
nized.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr.
THOMPSON), cochair of the Sportsmen’s
Caucus.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Chairman, let me thank the ranking
member of the committee, the gen-
tleman from Oregon, for allowing me
to speak in support of this legislation
even though he has reserved time in
opposition.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of
H.R. 3590, the Sportsmen’s Heritage
And Recreational Enhancement Act of
2013. Today’s bill is the product of the
work of members of the bipartisan Con-
gressional Sportsmen’s Caucus, which I
serve as cochair. The Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus is the largest cau-
cus in Congress, boasting nearly 300
members. The caucus seeks to advance
hunting, angling, shooting, and trap-
ping legislative priorities. Today’s bill
is comprised of eight individual bills
that seek to promote these interests.

Mr. Chairman, not only is hunting
and fishing a great passion for millions
of individuals like myself, it is also a
major contributor to the U.S. econ-
omy. Mississippi, home to some of the
world’s finest duck, whitetail, and
sport fishing, contributed $2.2 billion to
the economy in 2011 alone.

My congressional district receives
scores of visitors each year, including
some Members of this body, who come
to enjoy the vast natural resources
that the Mississippi Delta has to offer.
When these individuals visit Mis-
sissippi, they hire local outfitters, stay
in our hotels, eat at our restaurants,
pay State hunting fees, and purchase
hunting gear like Primos brand hunt-
ing calls, which are produced in my dis-
trict in Flora, Mississippi. In fact, it
has been estimated that hunting and
fishing supports 33,000 jobs in Mis-
sissippi.

Mr. Chairman, the bill before us
today makes improvements to a wide
range of issues, including the ability to
purchase duck stamps online; statu-
torily establish the Wildlife Hunting
and Heritage Conservation Council,
which was administratively formed by
Secretaries Salazar and Vilsack in 2012.
It also reduces a financial burden on
States and local governments for tar-
get range construction and mainte-
nance. It also excludes commercial
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ammo and fishing tackle from being
classified as toxic substances, which
the EPA has agreed. It also directs the
Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to issue a permit
and assess an annual fee for commer-
cial filming crews of five people or
fewer for activities on Federal lands
and waterways administered by the
Secretary. It also allows law-abiding
citizens to transport firearms across
Army Corps of Engineers projects like
the hundreds of miles of levee that I
have in my district. And it also opens
up more Federal land to hunting and
fishing.

Mr. Chairman, while this bill makes
tremendous strides to meet the needs
of sportsmen, there are several other
provisions that were not included in
this bill that we must continue to push
for, including an overhaul of the Red
Snapper Management in the Gulf of
Mexico, the ability to convert decom-
missioned oil rigs to fish habitat, and
the reauthorization of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund. I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to
address these issues.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting H.R. 3590.

Mr. BENISHEK. I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WITTMAN).

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today to offer my support for H.R. 3590,
the Sportsmen’s Heritage And Rec-
reational Enhancement Act of 2013,
better known as the SHARE Act.

I commend my friend and cochair of
the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus,
Representative BoB LATTA of Ohio, for
his leadership in guiding this bill to
the floor.

I am also proud to join with the
Sportsmen’s Caucus cochairs, both
Representative LATTA and Representa-
tive BENNIE THOMPSON of Mississippi,
and vice chair Representative TIM
WALZ of Minnesota in support of this
important bill.

As a member of the Natural Re-
sources Committee, I would also like to
thank Chairman DoCc HASTINGS for his
work and cooperation on behalf of
America’s sportsmen to support this
legislation through the committee
process.

As a sportsman, I am humbled to ad-
vocate for this community and help in-
troduce this legislation to advance pri-
orities for American anglers, hunters,
and conservationists.

This commonsense package will ex-
pand opportunities for recreation, sup-
port fair treatment, and modernize pro-
grams for sportsmen, and includes a
proposal I authored to allow migratory
waterfowl hunters to purchase their
annual Federal duck stamp online.

As vice chair of the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus, I can proudly say
that this provision is important to wa-
terfowl hunters across the country.
Title V, the Permanent Electronic
Duck Stamp Act, is supported by the
Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation
and Ducks Unlimited.
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I would also like to acknowledge
Representative RON KIND as an original
cosponsor of the Permanent Electronic
Duck Stamp Act. The gentleman from
Wisconsin is a dedicated conserva-
tionist and longtime supporter and
friend to sportsmen.

There is no cost to taxpayers. There
is broad bipartisan support for this in-
novative idea, and this convenient 21st
century delivery system will be uti-
lized by thousands of American sports-
men in the future.
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Again, I would encourage my col-
leagues to support this important
package, H.R. 3590, the Sportsmen’s
Heritage And Recreational Enhance-
ment Act.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Chair, I just in-
quire as to how much time remains on
either side?

The ACTING CHAIR. The gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) has 19%
minutes remaining. The gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. BENISHEK) has 21%
minutes remaining.

Mr. DEFAZIO. I yield 5 minutes to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FARR).

Mr. FARR. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in opposition to this legislation,
and I would hope that my colleagues
will read it and look before they leap.
It is called the Sportsmen’s Heritage
And Recreational Enhancement Act of
2013. Unfortunately, this is mired in a
muck of text in the legislation that I
think does just the opposite of en-
hancement. It ought to read, ‘‘Kill the
Habitat and Wildlife and Enjoy a Dead
Forest Act.”

This bill diminishes the conservation
measures designed to protect the habi-
tat for wildlife by creating loopholes in
the Wilderness Act and weakens the
National Environmental Policy Act,
NEPA, process.

Title I, for example, amends the
Toxic Substances Control Act to pro-
hibit the EPA from regulating toxic
substances contained in bullets, an-
gling lures, and other hunting equip-
ment with respect to toxic substances.

It is not just people that are affected
by toxic substances; so are animals.
Here they prohibit barring lead in bul-
lets. Now, California is a big hunter’s
State. Guess what? California State
law prohibits the use of lead. Why? Be-
cause the Federal Government has
spent millions, millions, and millions
of dollars trying to restore the Cali-
fornia condor. Does that count? Ask
the Ventana and Post Ranch Inn. Post
Ranch is $1,000 a night—nobody can af-
ford that—but it is filled all the time.
Why? Because you can see condors and
mountain lions and sea otters and
other things that we have protected by
protecting their environment.

What does a condor die from? It eats
dead things. It eats things that have
been killed by bullets. It eats that lead,
and guess what? It kills the condor. It
is done over and over again. There is no
question about this. This is the number
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