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votes on the House floor. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 32
and “yea” on rollcall No. 33.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
KIMBERLY SUZANNE RATHER

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2014

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to a gifted educator and beloved mem-
ber of the Rockwall community, Kimberly Su-
zanne Rather, who passed away on Novem-
ber 29, 2013 at the age of 45. Born and raised
in  Rockwall, Kimberly graduated from
Rockwall High School and earned a scholar-
ship to Tyler Junior College where she was
selected to be a member of the renowned
Apache Belles dance team. She then contin-
ued her education at Stephen F. Austin where
she graduated Summa Cum Laude with a
Bachelor’s in education. She began her teach-
ing career in the Hurst Euless Bedford School
District and later taught in the Garland School
District. She then became an Educational
Consultant with the Cheryl Cox Consulting
Firm, an organization which provides teachers
with educational materials to assist their stu-
dents with required state testing. In 2000, Kim-
berly retired to stay home with her three chil-
dren.

We join Kimberly’s family—husband Chris
and children CJ, Abby and Jacob, parents
Ron and Gale, brother, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins—in re-
membering her radiant smile and warm heart.
Kimberly Rather was a lovely and intelligent
young lady and successful at every cross-
roads she met all of her life. | ask the U.S.
House of Representatives to close today’s
session in honor and remembrance of this tal-
ented and loved young lady.

————

ELEANOR GREMILLION’S 90TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. VANCE M. McALLISTER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2014

Mr. MCALLISTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with great pride and pleasure to commemorate
Ms. Eleanor Gremillion on the occasion of her
90th birthday.

Eleanor was born and raised in Marksville
Louisiana. She graduated from Marksville High
School in 1940 and laid the groundwork for
her career in the finance business with her
first job in the office of an attorney. Ms.
Gremillion worked as the manager of Gulfco
Finance Company in Marksville for thirty-two
years and served the company as vice presi-
dent, operations manager and was on the
board of directors. Until the age limit forced
her to step down, she served as a director of
the Cottonport Bank for fifteen years. As civil
service director for the City of Marksville,
Eleanor's focus was to secure the best pos-
sible employees for the town of Marksville.

A daughter of a World War | veteran, Elea-
nor has been a lifelong member of the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary and today, she continues
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to be actively involved with the organization at
the state level. She served with great distinc-
tion as state president and subsequently
served as a national officer for several years.
Eleanor's devotion of time and effort to her
community is second to none and since its in-
ception in 1974, she served the Marksville
Chamber of Commerce in various capacities
and currently serves the Chamber with unwav-
ering dedication as secretary-treasurer.

Eleanor also serves as a board member of
the Avoyelles Society for the Developmentally
Disabled, secretary of the Hypolite Bordelon
Home Society and is on the board of directors
of the Avoyelles Commission on Tourism. She
served as chairwoman of Marksville’s birthday
celebrations in the years of 1959, 1969, 1979,
1989 and 1999, Marksville’s year of celebra-
tion for the bicentennial in 2009 and the
Marksville July Fourth parade and activities,
which is the longest running event of its kind
in the State of Louisiana. She was named
Avoyellean of the year in 1969, Citizen of the
Year in 1974 and 1989, Woman of Excellence
by the Town Talk and the Rapides Foundation
in 2005 and received a Lifetime Achievement
Award at the Louisiana Tourism Promotion As-
sociation Summit in 2009.

Ms. Gremillion has earned the respect and
admiration of everyone she has met along her
journey. | ask my colleagues to join me in pay-
ing tribute to her years of dedication and
achievements.

———

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD BRUNER,
PH.D.

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to salute the career of a distinguished servant
of Congress in the field of foreign affairs, de-
fense and trade. Later this month, Edward
Bruner, Ph.D., will retire from the Congres-
sional Research Service after 23 years of out-
standing service to the legislative branch.

Dr. Bruner joined CRS in 1991 after a 27-
year career in the United States Army that
was highlighted by service in Vietnam, teach-
ing Geography at the United States Military
Academy at West Point, and command of an
armor battalion at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. From
1991-94, he was a specialist in national de-
fense at CRS, where he advised on such top-
ics as Army transformation and modernization,
peacekeeping operations, and the appropriate
size of the U.S. military. In 1994, in recogni-
tion of his leadership abilities, he was asked to
head the Defense Policy and Arms Control
Section of the Foreign Affairs, Defense, and
Trade Division, where he supervised the day-
to-day research activities of a team of senior
CRS analysts and specialists. In 2004, he was
asked to assume a greater leadership role and
was named Deputy Assistant Director of the
Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade Division,
where he has served for the past ten years.

Dr. Bruners tenure at CRS has been
marked by his unparalleled dedication to the
U.S. Congress and the men and women of
CRS’ Foreign Affairs, Defense and Trade Divi-
sion. Whether as a national defense specialist,
Section Head, or, ultimately, as Deputy Assist-
ant Director, Dr. Bruners high professional
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standards ensured that Congress received
timely and authoritative policy analysis of the
highest order. When he assumed a leadership
role at CRS, he focused his efforts on helping
to build a world-class team of managers, ana-
lysts, and support staff designed to support
the rapidly evolving needs of Congress. No
matter how demanding his day-to-day sched-
ule, he always found time to be a mentor,
counselor and friend to others, whether it was
to CRS staff, new congressional staffers, or
newly-elected Members of Congress. His abil-
ity to frame policy issues and organize re-
search efforts for complex and multi-faceted
policy challenges, combined with his deft per-
sonal touch, inspired the respect and loyalty of
the entire Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade
Division team.

Dr. Edward Bruner leaves behind him not
only a distinguished public service career but
a legacy of leadership and mentorship that will
have a lasting impact on CRS. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in expressing our deepest
gratitude and appreciation to him for his 50
years of service to our nation.

——
IN CELEBRATION OF 20 YEARS OF
TRADE RELATIONS BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATES AND VIET-
NAM

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 2014

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, as a
Vietnam veteran, | rise today to celebrate the
20th anniversary of Trade Relations between
the United States and Vietnam.

On February 3, 1994, President Bill Clinton
lifted the U.S. trade embargo against Vietnam
and ushered in a new era of U.S.-Vietham re-
lations, which led to the establishment of full
diplomatic relations in 1995. These achieve-
ments were made possible by the support of
Senator JOHN MCCAIN, then Senator John
Kerry, and many other distinguished Ameri-
cans.

Today, U.S.-Vietham relations are deeper
and more diverse. In November 2000, Presi-
dent Clinton became the first U.S. President to
visit Vietnam since President Nixon’s 1969 trip
to South Vietnam during the Vietnam War.

On July 25, 2013, President Truong Tan
Sang’s visit to the United States became only
the second by a Vietnamese head of state
since the “normalization” in 1995. | was hon-
ored to host President Sang on July 24, 2013
in Room S-115 of the U.S. Capitol at an event
held one day prior to his visit with President
Barack Obama at the White House.

U.S. Senate Majority Leader HARRY REID
provided the venue for this historic meeting
which included a select, bipartisan group of
five U.S. Senators and five Members of the
U.S. House of Representatives. In an open
and frank conversation with President Sang,
we discussed trade, security, the East Sea,
human rights, religious freedom, Agent Or-
ange, Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotia-
tions, and many other topics of interest and
concern. President Sang and U.S. lawmakers
expressed a deep commitment to strength-
ening our bilateral relations, and | was person-
ally impressed by President Sang’s extraor-
dinary vision and leadership. President Sang
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