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mine, but they do not aim at people 
such as us. They do not aim at people 
in their forties, fifties, and sixties to 
get them to join to replace those 
480,000 people who have passed away; 
they aim at people the age of our pages 
who are sitting in the well. 

In fact, they don’t aim at only 16- 
and 17-year-olds, they are aiming at 
12-, 13-, 14-, and 15-year-olds. 

Joining me at CVS today were two 
young women, Shanisha Collins and 
Melissa Renton. They both smoke and 
are both working to quit smoking. 
Both are doing very well as they quit 
smoking. They both started smoking, 
they told us, as teenagers, and CVS is 
working with them in their smoking- 
cessation campaign. 

We were also joined by Michael 
Roizen of the Cleveland Clinic who has 
done remarkable work in preventive 
care in a preventive medical practice, 
if you will, at the Cleveland Clinic. He 
is a heart doctor who also has done so 
well in various kinds of care to help 
people quit smoking, to help people 
lose weight, and to help people prevent 
diabetes—all of the preventive care he 
has worked on. 

We were also joined by two nurse 
practitioners, Lauren and Molly, who 
as part of the CVS clinic have helped 
people do to better manage their 
health. 

The point is CVS has made this deci-
sion. It isn’t earth-shaking. Half of the 
cigarettes bought today are from gas 
stations, and that is not going to 
change much. Cigarettes are going to 
be available. It is a legal product. In 
fact, people should have the right to 
buy cigarettes if they choose to. But 
the point is tobacco companies 
shouldn’t be able to target young peo-
ple the way they do. 

We have seen major progress. Fifty 
years ago the Surgeon General issued 
his groundbreaking report on the 
health effects of tobacco use. Look at 
the progress we have made. Some 42 
percent of adults smoked cigarettes in 
1965. Today 18 percent of adults smoke 
cigarettes. It has been a huge public 
health victory, and it has been a huge 
public health victory in small steps 
and large steps. 

First, the report was very important. 
We remember as kids—the Presiding 
Officer is old enough to remember this, 
as I am—we could smoke anywhere in 
our society. State governments then 
began to prohibit smoking in public 
buildings and then began to prohibit 
smoking in other publicly owned build-
ings—government buildings. Then peo-
ple couldn’t smoke in public places in 
many States around the country. 

We remember people used to smoke 
on airplanes. Then over time smoking 
was restricted to, I remember, aisles 18 
to 35 or something—so you could 
smoke if you were in one of those aisles 
but not in a seat in front of that or be-
hind that—whatever it was. Now smok-
ing is banned on all flights. We have 
seen major progress made. 

CVS is one step in that. We have sent 
a group of us led by Senator HARKIN— 

Senator BLUMENTHAL has been in-
volved, and a number of others—asking 
the other drugstore chains—Walgreens 
and Right Aid—to do the same, to quit 
selling cigarettes there. 

So we have seen progress, but it is 
still a major public health problem. In 
one of the places it is particularly a 
problem. I said at the beginning of my 
remarks that 480,000 people in America 
die from tobacco-related illnesses 
every year—heart diseases, cancer, a 
whole host of illnesses that are con-
nected to smoking or chewing tobacco. 
So they aim at children, for sure, with 
their targeted campaigns, but they also 
go overseas. The tobacco companies are 
trying to undermine public health 
laws, particularly in poor countries 
around the world. 

If someone is a public health official 
in India, they have to worry about 
cholera, malaria, TB, HIV/AIDS, child 
diarrhea. They have to worry about all 
the things that kill people prematurely 
in that country. When the tobacco 
companies come in—whether they are 
American companies, British compa-
nies or companies from any other coun-
try—they don’t have much defense 
against that. That is why I know the 
Presiding Officer from Indiana has 
been a real leader in opposing bad trade 
policy for our country. 

But one of the elements of a bad 
trade policy is giving U.S. tobacco 
companies too much power to go into 
far too many of these countries to ca-
jole, threaten, and even undermine 
public health laws. 

In fact, we have seen in more than 
one country—thought to be a poor 
country, without too many people, and 
that does not have many public re-
sources, and where people are very 
poor—we have seen tobacco companies 
threaten those countries that are 
about to enact a health care law, and 
that country backs off because they 
don’t have the dollars or the resources 
to fight the tobacco companies’ efforts 
in court. 

We have a lot of work to do. 
I wanted to share what happened 

today in Lakewood, OH, with my col-
leagues, how important it is, and what 
a huge public health victory. Again, I 
want to emphasize how successful 
these efforts to curb the use of tobacco 
are—the greatest preventable killer in 
the country—and how successful we 
have been. More than 40 percent of peo-
ple smoked in 1965 and today fewer 
than 20 percent. That is because of a 
partnership among government, local 
officials, public health officials, the 
American Cancer Society, and the 
American Heart Association. So many 
of these organizations have stepped up 
in a way that has mattered—the Amer-
ican Lung Association and others—to 
protect the public interest and espe-
cially to protect children. 

I applaud the efforts of that company 
and the efforts of so many of my col-
leagues who have been working on this 
issue. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PAT MULROY 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 

to honor the hard work and dedicated 
service of my friend Pat Mulroy who is 
retiring from her position as general 
manager of the Las Vegas Valley Water 
District and the Southern Nevada 
Water Authority. 

In Nevada, as well as much of the 
Southwest, water is an important and 
scarce resource; and since 1989, Pat has 
been an unparalleled leader for Nevada 
and the Nation in managing our pre-
cious water supplies. I applaud her tre-
mendous abilities and vast under-
standing of our region’s water de-
mands, which helped her lead our State 
through unprecedented strains on our 
water resources. 

During her time at the water district 
and the water authority, Pat worked 
tirelessly to invent solutions to solve 
Nevada’s complex water problems and 
has been instrumental in finding a bal-
ance between regional growth and 
water conservation. In a 6-year span, 
from 2002 to 2008, the population in the 
Las Vegas area increased by more than 
400,000 people. Yet Pat’s innovative 
conservation techniques have helped 
reduce Southern Nevada’s water usage 
by a third. 

Over the years, I have watched Pat 
rise to challenge after challenge. Early 
on, she initiated negotiations with 
water purveyors in Arizona, then Utah, 
California, and Mexico. Pat has proven 
herself as a powerful and effective 
voice for Nevada when negotiating Col-
orado River system agreements, and 
her strong leadership helped her build 
unmatched partnerships with the 
States that share the Lower Colorado 
River Basin. Through Pat’s persistence 
and proactive response to climate 
change and western water issues, she 
has truly helped shape Southern Ne-
vada and the region into what it is 
today. 

Pat has received many acknowledge-
ments and awards for her hard work, 
including the National Jewish Medical 
and Research Center’s Humanitarian 
Award, the University and Community 
College System of Nevada Board of Re-
gents’ Distinguished Nevadan Award, 
and the Public Education Foundation’s 
Education Hero Award. 
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