February 11, 2014

leaves SNWA to take on new challenges, |
want to express my deep appreciation for her
contributions to the Colorado River Basin, for
her dedication to her community, and for in-
spiring a new generation of women leaders in
water.

My best wishes to Pat, and continued suc-
cess on behalf of the people in the Colorado
River Basin. | ask that all of my colleagues
join me to honor Pat for her years of public
service.

————

HONORING NATIONAL VOICES FOR
EQUALITY, EDUCATION AND EN-
LIGHTENMENT

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2014

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor National Voices for Equal-
ity, Education and Enlightenment (NVEEE), an
organization from my district, on receiving a
$25,000 grant from the first-ever Be a STAR
(Show Tolerance and Respect) Initiative.

The Be a STAR program, cofounded by the
WWE and the Creative Coalition, recognizes
projects that help encourage respect and toler-
ance among our nation’s schoolchildren, and
NVEEE has certainly earned this distinction.

NVEE is a non-profit organization located in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, whose mission is to
prevent bullying, violence, and suicide. This
grant will be used to fund the Peace Ambas-
sadors program and train young leaders in
South Florida to serve as advocates to pre-
vent bullying in their schools and communities.

Once again, | am proud to congratulate
NVEEE on their efforts to empower our chil-
dren and create a climate of acceptance, and
| look forward to their continued success.

———

COMMENDING SAINT LEO UNIVER-
SITY ON ITS 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2014

Mr. BILIRAKIS. | rise to congratulate Saint
Leo University in Pasco County on their 125th
anniversary. Back in 1889, Saint Leo was first
founded as a college by the Benedictine
Monks and was the first Catholic college in
Florida. The Florida legislature granted their
charter on June 4, 1889.

Saint Leo opened their doors in 1890 and
started with a first class of 32 students. They
focused on establishing a liberal arts edu-
cation curriculum.

From its humble beginnings, Saint Leo Col-
lege grew and in 1999 Saint Leo College be-
came Saint Leo University. Today, Saint Leo
University serves over 16,000 students with
students from all 50 States, the District of Co-
lumbia and more than 60 countries.

Saint Leo University has been a longtime
supporter of our Nation’s active duty soldiers.
In 1973, Saint Leo began offering degree pro-
grams on military bases. Saint Leo today is
one of the largest providers of higher edu-
cation to active duty military with an extensive
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online program. Gl Jobs & Military Advanced
Education magazine recognized Saint Leo
University as one of the Nation’s most military-
friendly institutions.

| want to congratulate Saint Leo University
for its service to our community during the
past 125 years and look forward to it being
around for another 125 years. | yield back the
balance of my time.

———
IN HONOR OF THE VOLUNTEERS
WHO SERVED THANKSGIVING

DINNER TO VETERANS ON THE
USS NEW JERSEY

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2014

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the volunteers who served Thanksgiving
dinner to homeless veterans on the USS New
Jersey this past November.

These patriotic South Jersey citizens ex-
pressed their appreciation and gratitude those
who have selflessly served in our armed serv-
ices by taking time on Thanksgiving Day to
give back to serve dinner to homeless vet-
erans.

For that reason Mister Speaker, it is my
honor to submit the names of the volunteers
for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Dominick M.
Carella, Bob Catando, Amber Louise Clark,
Chenay Baxter Clark, Cadet Sophie-Leigh
Clark, Malik Cobb Jr., Robert Day, Victoria
Day, Jacqueline Dorosky, John Dorosky, Alex-
is Dowgin, Kyle Dowgin, Min Elders, Chris
Fuller, Christopher Jonathan Gruberg, Gerard
Harkins, Joseph Hawes, Matthew Hawes, the
Hegarty family, Justin Henderson, James Dal-
las Hoefle, Deborah Johnson, Kelly Johnson,
Ginelle Joseph, Jordan Kelley, Austin Kelley,
Julie Keys, Bernadette N. Kirkland, Elijah
Kirkland, Jan Maurice Kirkland, Keith Kirkland,
Nzinga Kirkland, Justin Casey Lamanna,
Chloe Madison, Carole Magowan, Steven
Magowan, Chase Miller, Joanne Mooney, Mar-
tin Mooney, Kayla Phillips, Madison Phillips,
Angelo D. Pizzullo Jr., Pamela Pratt, Alyssa
Rivers, Alison Rivers, Luis Daniel Marchena
Del Rosario, Joseph Rubino, Amanda Saini,
Elizabeth Saini, Kenneth Aaron Smith, Sam
Snyder, Susan Stefencavage, Donna Stein,
Robert Stein, Beth T. Suckiel, Tatiana Swain,
Kaoir Takasu, Ty Takasu, Carson Wallace,
Charles Wallace lll, Kay Walcott-Henderson,
and Johanne Wells.

Mr. Speaker, these volunteers exemplify the
patriotic character of the citizens of South Jer-
sey. As elected officials it is our duty to match
their patriotism—by enacting laws that provide
mental health support and other benefits to
veterans, so that those who risk their lives on
our behalf never become homeless.

———

MARCY KAPTUR’S UKRAINIAN
ROOTS

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2014

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call attention to an article that recently ap-
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peared in the Toledo Blade that describes the
family heritage of our colleague and friend, the
Honorable MARCY KAPTUR. Ms. KAPTUR rep-
resents Ohio’'s 9th Congressional District, is
the dean of the Ohio delegation, and is the
senior-most woman in the House.

As this extraordinary article points out, Con-
gresswoman KAPTUR’s interest in the current
situation in Ukraine is influenced by her grand-
parents who were born in Ukraine and immi-
grated to America in the early 1900’s.

Last night, the House passed a resolution
supporting “the Ukrainian people’s struggle to
build an independent, democratic, and strong
Ukraine that is free from foreign meddling.”

Ohioans are very proud of our family herit-
age as | am a son of Irish and Italian immi-
grants. MARCY KAPTUR is proud of her Ukrain-
ian heritage and | am honored to serve with
her in the House.

| submit an article from the Toledo Blade by
Tom Troy.

KAPTUR’S UKRAINE ROOTS RUN DEEP
BEHIND THE SCENES, CONGRESSMAN
ENCOURAGES DEMOCRACY

U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D., Toledo) looks
over family pictures on her desk. Miss Kap-
tur’s grandparents were both born in
Ukraine, and she worries about that nation’s
future. She plans to bring some Ukrainian
farmers here on a trade mission this month.

During her 30 years as the representative
of Ohio’s 9th Congressional District, U.S.
Rep. Marcy Kaptur has carried on a love af-
fair.

The object of her affections is Ukraine, the
former Soviet socialist republic that was the
land of her grandmother and grandfather’s
birth.

“It has been a lifelong interest because, as
our mother used to say, our children know
the history of our family,” Miss Kaptur, 67,
said last week of herself and her brother Ste-
phen, 61, who lives with her in West Toledo.
As Ukraine—a giant eastern European na-
tion famed for its fertile farmland—roils in
political unrest, Miss Kaptur has been work-
ing behind the scenes to encourage democ-
racy to flourish.

The Toledo Democrat said she has made at
least a dozen trips to Ukraine over the last
four decades, and she is cochairman of the
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus.

In recent months the country has exploded
into demonstrations, triggered by outrage at
Ukraine President Viktor Yanukovych’s de-
cision to end negotiations to join the Euro-
pean Union and turn to Russia to help it pay
off a crippling debt. Some see the revolu-
tionary movement as a step toward true
independence that started when UKkraine
broke off from the Soviet Union in 1990.

Miss Kaptur was the co-sponsor of a resolu-
tion that passed Wednesday in a House com-
mittee calling the Ukraine leadership to a
higher standard, and to support rights of as-
sembly. Whether it will come up for a vote in
the full House is not known.

‘“As the co-chair of the Ukraine caucus I
have met with literally hundreds of Ukrain-
ian leaders, existing leaders, emerging lead-
ers, presidents, ambassadors, farmers. The
Ukrainian embassy knows about our cau-
cus,” Miss Kaptur said.

As the Ukrainian military begins making
sounds about intervening in the unrest, Miss
Kaptur said she hopes that if it does, it exer-
cises restraint.

““The point is there has been a lot of inter-
action [with the United States], training at
the highest level,” she said. ‘“The kind of
bloodshed that is historic in that region
hasn’t happened and I hope it won’t.”’

Miss Kaptur as an infant sits in her Grand-
mother Teofila Swiecicki Rogowski’s lap
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