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control of the time passes to the Member
who led the opposition to ordering the pre-
vious question. That Member, because he
then controls the time, may offer an amend-
ment to the rule, or yield for the purpose of
amendment.”

In Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House
of Representatives, the subchapter titled
“Amending Special Rules” states: ‘‘a refusal
to order the previous question on such a rule
[a special rule reported from the Committee
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.” (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘“‘Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous
question, who may offer a proper amendment
or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.”

Clearly, the vote on the previous question
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools
for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the res-
olution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

—
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote incurs objection under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

EXTENSION OF DIRECT SPENDING
REDUCTION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 25) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain Federal
features of the electric distribution
system to the South Utah Valley Elec-
tric Service District, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 25

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF DIRECT SPENDING
REDUCTION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024.

Paragraph (6)(B) of section 251A of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
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Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 90la) is amended by

striking ‘‘and for fiscal year 2023’ and by in-

serting ¢, for fiscal year 2023, and for fiscal

year 2024

SEC. 2. INAPPLICABILITY OF REDUCED ANNUAL
ADJUSTMENT OF RETIRED PAY FOR
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
UNDER THE AGE OF 62 UNDER THE
BIPARTISAN BUDGET ACT OF 2013
WHO FIRST BECAME MEMBERS
PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 2014.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1401a(b)(4) of title
10, United States Code, as added by section
403(a) of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013
(Public Law 113-67) and amended by section
10001 of the Department of Defense Appro-
priations Act, 2014 (Public Law 113-76), is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subparagraph:

‘“(G) MEMBERS COVERED.—This paragraph
applies to a member or former member of an
armed force who first became a member of a
uniformed service on or after January 1,
2014.’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
December 1, 2015, immediately after the com-
ing into effect of section 403 of the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act of 2013 and the amendments
made by that section.

SEC. 3. TRANSITIONAL FUND FOR SUSTAINABLE
GROWTH RATE (SGR) REFORM.

Section 1898 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395iii) is amended—

(1) by amending the heading to read as fol-
lows: ‘““TRANSITIONAL FUND FOR SUSTAINABLE
GROWTH RATE (SGR) REFORM"’;

(2) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:

‘“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish under this title a Transitional
Fund for Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR) Re-
form (in this section referred to as the
‘Fund’) which shall be available to the Sec-
retary to provide funds to pay for physicians’
services under part B to supplement the con-
version factor under section 1848(d) for 2017 if
the conversion factor for 2017 is less than
conversion factor for 2013.”’;

(3) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘dur-
ing—"’ and all that follows and inserting
“‘during or after 2017, $2,300,000,000.”’; and

(4) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘from
the Federal” and all that follows and insert-
ing ‘“‘from the Federal Supplementary Med-
ical Insurance Trust Fund.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) and
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
SMITH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, President Washington
once said:

The willingness with which our young peo-
ple are likely to serve in any war, no matter
how justified, shall be directly proportional
to how they perceive veterans of earlier wars
were appreciated by our Nation.
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There is no doubt that we appreciate
the service and sacrifice of each gen-
eration of veterans, from our original
veterans, patriots, to those who landed
at Normandy during World War II, to
present. We as Americans and as law-
makers are forever in debt to the dedi-
cation of our military men and women
who bore the pain of battle, physically
and emotionally.

While we stand here in this Chamber
each day and pledge our allegiance to
the American flag that they defend,
while we are able to act as a demo-
cratic body freely elected by the people
thanks to their sacrifices, sometimes
simple appreciation isn’t enough. We
have a chance today to treat our vet-
erans with the honor they deserve by
ensuring that they are fully com-
pensated for their service during retire-
ment, while also addressing other con-
cerns facing our Nation.

Today we will take up the legislation
under consideration to ensure that all
servicemen and -women who are en-
listed prior to January 1 of this year
will receive the full cost of living ad-
justments in retirement before and
after the age of 62. Furthermore, this
bill also ensures our seniors will have
access to the health care services they
depend on through Medicare.

For too long, the relationship be-
tween doctor and patient has been
strained by the confusion and insta-
bility of a well-intentioned but
unaddressed problem with the Medi-
care program itself, known as the sus-
tainable growth rate or SGR. A compo-
nent of this legislation works to ensure
that seniors are able to receive the
care they depend on from the physi-
cians who know them, while also guar-
anteeing that those physicians are fair-
ly compensated by Medicare through a
fund until long-term reform of the SGR
is achieved this spring. In doing so,
this legislation provides much-needed
stability for the medical community
by ensuring that physicians have the
predictability in billing they need to
further their practice and to focus on
their patients.

By taking up and passing this legisla-
tion in bipartisan fashion, we can ad-
dress areas of critical concern, while
working together to make sure we are
also being fiscally responsible. This
legislation provides a necessary offset
that is in the same vein of the bipar-
tisan budget agreement this Chamber
passed just over a month ago.

The American people expect us to
make the tough decisions that help
them in their daily lives, be it a mili-
tary veteran looking to secure his re-
tirement after a lifetime of duty and
commitment, to the senior making
sure their next doctor’s visit is free
from any undue stress, or ensuring that
physicians can further their passion of
serving their community.

This legislation provides a path for-
ward for our Nation and this body in
addressing their concerns. I urge full
bipartisan support of this legislation
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