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country in the world. It is critical the
Keystone Pipeline be built to create
jobs and to see that we continue to
control the generation of petroleum
and energy in our country and become
a net seller rather than a gross im-
porter, which we have been for many
years in the past.

The Keystone Pipeline makes sense
for the unions, makes sense for busi-
ness, makes sense to America, and
America does a better job environ-
mentally of treating petroleum and re-
fining it than any country in the world,
particularly China. It ought to come to
America, and the President can do that
with the stroke of a pen.

Third, GSE reform. Our government-
sponsored entities Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae continue to do business,
but they languish from a lack of atten-
tion. We need to reform those two enti-
ties so we can have a robust housing
market for a middle America.

If you have enough money to pay
cash for a house in America today, you
can do that. If you are on the low end
and want an FHA loan, you can get
that. But if you are in middle Amer-
ica—if you are one of those Americans
we all talk about wanting to help—
there is not enough mortgage money
available because there is no govern-
ment-sponsored entity to guarantee
the paper to guarantee the capital to
flow into America.

If you want to get the unemployment
rate down from 6.4 to 5 percent, which
all of us want, there is one way to do
it; that is, bring back a robust housing
market, which still does not exist in
the United States today.

Fourth, talk to PATTY MURRAY and
ToM HARKIN. TOM HARKIN is the chair-
man of our Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions. PATTY
MURRAY is the chairman of the sub-
committee I serve on in terms of labor,
and let’s get the Workforce Investment
Act, which for 6 years has languished
in terms of continuation and renewal,
renewed and reauthorized. Let’s get it
done. The work is done. We are this
close. We just need an impetus from
the White House to tell the Congress to
go ahead and get it done and send it.

I appreciate what the President said
he is going to do with JOE BIDEN. I
think JOE BIDEN is a tremendous Vice
President and he does a great job, but
we don’t need to recreate the wheel.
Congress has done the work on WIA. It
is time to pass it and it is time for the
President to sign it.

TRIBUTE TO BOBBY COX

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I want
to pay tribute to a great Georgian, a
personal friend of mine, and a great
baseball player in the history of our
country: Bobby Cox, No. 6, former third
baseman for the New York Yankees,
third baseman for the Atlanta Braves,
manager of Toronto’s Blue Jays when
they won a World Series, and for 14
consecutive seasons he took the At-
lanta Braves to a playoff. Five of those
seasons he took them to the National
League Championship and one of those
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seasons he took them to win the World
Series against the Cleveland Indians.

Bobby Cox was voted into Baseball’s
Hall of Fame and will be sworn in at
Cooperstown, NY, on June 27 of this
year. Bobby Cox is an icon in baseball
and a greet human being. He set many
records, such as the following: 2,085 vic-
tories with the Atlanta Braves, best in
Braves history; overall record of 2,413
wins and 1,930 losses. The Braves won
more games with Cox, 1,725 in a 19-sea-
son span, than any other team in base-
ball; 15 divisional crowns, 5 pennants,
and he holds the record for the most
ejections of any manager in the history
of baseball.

The reason that is a positive story is
this: Bobby Cox fought for his players.
He knew how to motivate a crowd, he
knew how to get on an umpire’s back,
and he knew how to turn the team
bench around. His 132nd ejection took
place in November of 2007 during one of
the playoff games when he went out
and argued a third called strike against
his star player Chipper Jones. Two in-
nings later the Braves came back and
rallied and won. In large measure, it
was Bobby’s fighting for his players
that made the difference.

But Bobby Cox also fights for Geor-
gia. His work with the Dreams of Re-
covery Foundation, which Cindy Don-
ald founded for those who are para-
plegic and quadriplegic in Georgia, has
been a miracle. Bobby gives his time
and effort all the time to help those
who are less fortunate.

He also continues to help the Atlanta
Braves, who will soon be moving from
downtown Atlanta to my home county
of Cobb County, in Marietta, GA.

I pay tribute and give thanks to
Bobby Cox for all he has given to our
State and recognize him for the
achievement of being sworn into Base-
ball’s Hall of Fame in Cooperstown.
Best of luck, Bobby, for many more
years to come.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

———
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. REED. Mr. President, first, I
wish to thank my colleague Senator
WHITEHOUSE for yielding me 2 minutes.

We are leaving here with major un-
finished business. We have not ex-
tended unemployment benefits for 1.8
million Americans. They are getting to
be increasingly desperate. They need
this assistance as they continue to
look for work in a very difficult time.

I think it is interesting, if not ironic,
that the pay-for mechanism that was
instead used to pay for the appropriate
adjustment of the military retirees’
COLA was the same pay-for mechanism
we had proposed to use to extend these
benefits for up to several months, al-
most 1 year. Yet many of my col-
leagues on the other side rejected that,
saying that was inappropriate.

We have to come back. We will come
back. We have to deal with unemploy-
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ment insurance. We have to find a way,
both sides, to come together and find a
way to provide modest assistance for
these Americans who are struggling to
find work in a market where there are
up to three applicants for every job.

With that, I thank the Senator from
Rhode Island, and I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Senator
B0O0OZMAN precede me in recognition on
the floor for such time as he may con-
sume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Arkansas.

RESTORING THE MILITARY COLA

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, in last
year’s budget agreement our retired
servicemembers were unjustly targeted
to bear the burden of irresponsible
spending. Balancing the budget on the
backs of our servicemembers is a reck-
less move which violates the responsi-
bility we have to those who wear our
Nation’s uniform, which is why I voted
against the budget agreement.

Numerous Arkansans have reached
out to me urging Congress to correct
these misguided cuts. I have been en-
couraging my colleagues to restore
these cuts at the earliest opportunity
in order to provide certainty for our
military retirees’ financial future. I,
working with others in this body, have
worked hard to bring this to a vote.

Yesterday, the House took action. I
am pleased to be able to stand here
today and tell those Arkansans and all
veterans that the Senate has followed
suit and corrected this injustice.

However, we must continue working
to fully repeal the section of the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act which reduces retire-
ment pay for those who enlist after
January 1, 2014. Any changes which
Congress may consider to our military
compensation system should be done in
a thoughtful and responsible manner in
the context of a broader compensation
system.

I supported this bill before the Sen-
ate today to restore the full cost of liv-
ing adjustment for those enlisted prior
to 2014, but I will continue working to
fully repeal this cut which singles out
current military enlistments to bear
the burden of wasteful Washington
spending. We need to right this wrong
so our veterans, servicemembers, and
their families have one less thing to
worry about. However, this overwhelm-
ingly bipartisan vote today was cer-
tainly a step in the right direction.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN). The Senator from Rhode Is-
land.

————
CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
this marks the 58th consecutive week
we have been in session where I have
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