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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF LAURIE dJ.
MICHELSON TO BE  UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR
THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF
MICHIGAN

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 579.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Laurie J. Michelson, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. There is a cloture motion
at the desk I wish to have reported.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Laurie J. Michelson, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Michigan.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Carl
Levin, Richard J. Durbin, Barbara
Boxer, Debbie Stabenow, Charles E.
Schumer, Patty Murray, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Amy Klobuchar, Tom TUdall,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Mazie K. Hirono,
Joe Donnelly, Jack Reed, Brian Schatz,
Tom Harkin.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXITI be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

LINDA VIVIENNE PARKER TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT
JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DIS-
TRICT OF MICHIGAN

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to exec-

utive session to consider Calendar No.
580.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Linda Vivienne Parker, of Michigan, to
be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I send a cloture motion to
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to report the motion.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Linda Vivienne Parker, of Michigan, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Michigan.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Carl
Levin, Richard J. Durbin, Barbara
Boxer, Debbie Stabenow, Charles E.
Schumer, Patty Murray, Jeanne Sha-
heen, Amy Klobuchar, Tom Udall,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Mazie K. Hirono,
Joe Donnelly, Jack Reed, Brian Schatz,
Tom Harkin.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, March 8
is International Women’s Day—a day
when we can celebrate the enormous
advances women have made while
pledging to continue to work for great-
er opportunity for all women.

Rooted in the long-term struggle for
equality, International Women’s Day
has been observed since a time when
American women were fighting for
basic rights, such as voting or fair em-
ployment. Today, we see women break-
ing ground and becoming leaders in
business, government, and the mili-
tary—both here in the United States
and overseas. While this is encour-
aging, many women around the world
continue to face significant social and
economic obstacles.

The official United Nations theme for
this International Women’s Day is
“Equality for women is progress for
all.” I couldn’t agree more; empow-
ering women is one of the most critical
tools in our toolbox to fight poverty
and injustice.

According to some reports, women
represent nearly 70 percent of the
world’s poor. In many regions of the
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world, a woman’s ability to earn a sus-
tained income is severely limited by
cultural norms and a lack of oppor-
tunity.

Economically empowering women is
one of the most important tools we
have to alleviate poverty. Women
around the world participate in the po-
litical, social, and economic life of
their communities and play a predomi-
nate role in providing and caring for
their families. Research has shown
that men only reinvest 30-40 percent of
their income into their households,
while women reinvest 90 percent—
choosing to spend their money on food,
clean water, education and health care.
Greater economic opportunity and
earning capacity also increases equal-
ity and mutual respect within house-
holds, reducing women’s vulnerability
to domestic abuse.

Until women around the world have
improved access to economic, political,
and social opportunities, many of the
great challenges we face today, from
pervasive global poverty to violent ex-
tremism, will go unresolved.

We must continue to promote wom-
en’s leadership and integrate gender
perspectives in our development and
foreign assistance programs. Advanc-
ing gender equality and women’s em-
powerment in this realm will not only
lead to increased productivity and in-
come for women but can have a posi-
tive impact for generations to come.

I urge all my colleagues to work to-
gether to call attention to the injus-
tices women face around the world and
to work to implement laws and policies
that advance the cause of women both
at home and abroad.

————
DEAMONTE DRIVER’S PASSING

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
rise to mark the seventh anniversary
of Deamonte Driver’s death.

Deamonte Driver was a 12-year-old
child who lived in Prince George’s
County, MD, whose border sits only a
few miles from the U.S. Capitol Build-
ing. He died 7 years ago at the Chil-
dren’s National Medical Center in
Washington, DC, from a brain infection
caused by an untreated tooth abscess.

The Driver family, like many other
families across the country, lacked
dental insurance. At one time, the
Drivers were covered by the Medicaid
Program, but they lost that coverage
when they moved into a shelter and
their paperwork fell through the
cracks. When advocates for the family
tried to help the Drivers locate a den-
tist to treat Deamonte’s cavities and
tooth pain, it took more than 20 calls
to find a dentist who would see him.

Around mid-January in 2007,
Deamonte began to complain of severe
headaches. A subsequent evaluation at
Children’s Hospital led beyond the
basic dental care that the family had
anticipated to emergency brain sur-
gery. Deamonte later experienced sei-
zures, and a second operation was re-
quired. After additional treatment and
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