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more of an investment by way of qual-
ity, but these are significant changes
and we should all support them.

In terms of the increase in incentives
that I would hope we can do at a future
date, I described them in this way: in-
centives for States to invest in quality
ratings and improvement systems. We
know a lot of acronyms. This is QRIS,
Quality Rating and Improvement Sys-
tems, which encourages childcare pro-
viders to make continuous improve-
ments in the care they provide and the
facilities they use often through finan-
cial incentives, such as higher reim-
bursement rates, when a certain qual-
ity level is reached.

However, I still believe the bill we
have in front of us represents a sub-
stantial and significant improvement
over the current law. We owe our most
vulnerable children nothing less.

For the first time we are requiring
all States to develop a robust health
and safety set of standards and to in-
stitute a consistent background check
for childcare providers. We are requir-
ing States to formally coordinate their
early learning programs to improve
service coordination and delivery. We
are allowing children who qualify for a
subsidy to receive 1 year of care before
their eligibility is redetermined. This
will help promote stability and con-
tinuity for the entire family and en-
courage the child to develop strong re-
lationships with his or her teachers
and peers in childcare.

Finally, we are increasing the invest-
ment in quality from the 4-percent
quality set-aside per year—currently
required in law—to 10-percent within 5
years, including a separate set-aside
for infants and toddlers. Quality is a
continuum and continual investment.
It is not a one-time purchase. It is
something we need to support and sus-
tain.

This bill is about investing in our
children’s future and supporting work-
ing parents. I urge all of my colleagues
to join us in supporting the CCBDG re-
authorization—a nice acronym for a
long bill.

I mentioned earlier that if children
get quality early care and learning,
they will learn more now and earn
more later when they are in the work-
force. There is no question about that.
All the studies indicate that. We know
that. There is no disagreement about
that.

We also have to recognize that there
are so many families—somewhere in
the millions—that have two parents
working, and we know the stress and
challenge that creates. In addition, we
have just come through the worst eco-
nomic downturn since the 1930s. Climb-
ing out of that hole and having all of
the economic pressures on these fami-
lies, they are often also heavily bur-
dened or even crushed by the cost of
childcare.

We have an opportunity with this
legislation to move forward and make
needed changes on issues, such as
health and safety standards and mak-
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ing sure we are setting aside more dol-
lars for infants and toddlers.

There are a whole range of actions we
are taking, but we still have a ways to
g0 to speak directly to the needs that
working families have in terms of the
cost of childcare and ensuring the kind
of quality they have a right to expect.

Finally, on a related topic, we need
to make sure we are making a national
and substantial commitment to early
learning. The President has talked
about this issue. People from both par-
ties and CEOs tell us about it all the
time. We need to get together on these
other issues even as we pass this bipar-
tisan legislation.

I wish to commend the work of Sen-
ator HARKIN and Ranking Member
ALEXANDER, who are working to get
this done, and the good work over sev-
eral years now done by Senator MIKUL-
SKI and Senator BURR.

We need to get this done and then get
to work on some of the childcare and
early learning challenges our country
faces and families are often burdened
with.

I yield the floor and note the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
NEVADA SESQUICENTENNIAL

Mr. REID. Mr. President, throughout
this year, my home State will cele-
brate the 150th anniversary of its path
to Statehood, on October 31, 1864.

Next week, while I will be home vis-
iting my family and constituents, the
Battle Born State will celebrate the
day that Congress passed and President
Abraham Lincoln signed legislation
paving the way for Nevada to become
the 36th State. At that time Congress
was in a rush to welcome Nevada into
the Union. It was during the Civil War;
it was raging.

The only other State admitted to the
Union during the war was West Vir-
ginia, which seceded from Virginia to
remain part of the Union in 1863.

Congress didn’t want to wait until
the next session to admit another new
State—a new State that could swing
the Presidential election in Lincoln’s
favor and provide crucial votes for the
13th Amendment, which abolished slav-
ery. Nevadans had already rejected one
proposed State constitution, so there
was no time to waste.

On March 21, 1864, in the waning
hours of the 38th Congress, a law was
passed allowing Nevada to enter the
Union whenever voters finally passed
and President Lincoln approved a State
constitution.
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It wasn’t during the normal course of
business, but this wasn’t the normal
course with the Civil War going on.
Typically Congress would get the final
word on admission of a new State to
the Union.

But these, as I have indicated, were
certainly not normal times. Even
today we acknowledge Nevada’s unique
path to Statehood on our State flag
with the words: ‘‘Battle Born.”

Throughout this year, we will cele-
brate Nevada’s 150th birthday with
events in every corner of the State.
From my hometown of Searchlight to
Virginia City to Elko, there is a 150th
anniversary event to match every in-
terest.

Nevada is a very large State. Area
wide it is the seventh largest in the
country. It is a unique State with more
mountains than any place other than
Alaska. We have 314 separate mountain
ranges. We have one mountain that is
14,000 feet high. We have 32 mountains
over 11,000 feet high. We have wide-
ranging land, and we have some of the
coldest places in the Nation and some
of the hottest places in the Nation.

We have all kinds of wildlife. Theo-
dore Roosevelt created an antelope
range that is large and sparsely popu-
lated. We have not only the antelope,
we also have desert bighorn sheep. In
Nevada we have mountain goats; we
have almost 3 million acres of wilder-
ness. It is a very beautiful State. It is
more than the bright lights of Las
Vegas, Reno, and Lake Tahoe—even
though we are very proud of sharing
the stewardship of Lake Tahoe with
the State of California—as Mark Twain
said: ‘‘the fairest picture the whole
earth affords.”

We will mark Nevada’s second con-
stitutional convention, the day Nevada
voters finally approved its constitution
and the day, Halloween, October 31,
1864, that Lincoln proclaimed Nevada’s
Statehood. The 150th anniversary of
our admission to the Union provides a
wonderful opportunity to study Ne-
vada’s history. It is also the birthday
of my young brother, so it is easy to re-
member—admission day, Halloween,
and my brother’s birthday all occurred
the same day.

It is also a chance to reflect on Ne-
vada’s unique pioneer spirit—a spirit
that continues to make our State very
special.

Mr. HELLER. Madam President, I
rise to recognize the great State of Ne-
vada, as we celebrate 150 years of state-
hood. It is a remarkable opportunity to
speak on the floor of this Chamber
about this milestone, given the role the
Congress played in the formation of the
Silver State. The movement to make
the Nevada Territory a State began
within the territory, but the first at-
tempt to formulate a Constitution
failed.

Shortly after, the 38th Congress
passed an enabling act for Nevada
statehood. Signed by President Abra-
ham Lincoln on March 21, 1864, this bill
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