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tax credit for nuclear power plants but it’s
limited to 6,000 megawatts.

On the other hand, we have the temporary
wind production tax credit that was enacted
in 1992 to jumpstart an industry, and accord-
ing to the Congressional Research Service
will cost taxpayers a total of $22 billion from
1992 through 2022. The most recent one-year
extension—which gives wind developers 10
yvears of subsidies—would cost $12 billion
over 10 years, according to the Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation. This is for what Presi-
dent Obama’s former energy secretary called
a ‘“‘mature technology’’ that produces only 4
percent of our electricity and only works
when the wind blows.

President Reagan used to say ‘‘the nearest
thing to eternal life we’ll ever see on this
Earth is a government program’ and that’s
too often the case with energy subsidies. The
most glaring example is the more than 20-
year-old subsidy for wind power, a tech-
nology that has matured. The United States
uses 20 percent of all the electricity produced
in the world for our computers, our busi-
nesses, our homes and our national defense.
To rely on unreliable wind power when nu-
clear, coal and natural gas are available is
the energy equivalent of going to war in sail-
boats. Those who oppose the path I am sug-
gesting like to say that nuclear and coal
aren’t clean forms of electricity.

While this path isn’t without its chal-
lenges, I'1l1 take that argument on. Nuclear
power is our largest source of air-pollution-
free electricity, 60 percent. Then people op-
posing nuclear power will say, ‘“what about
the waste?’’ This is an issue of great concern
to many of you. To address this challenge, 1
have cosponsored legislation with Senators
Wyden, Murkowski and Feinstein that would
implement the recommendations of the Blue
Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear
Future.

The bill would create a new federal agency
to oversee the nuclear waste program, and
ensure that progress on consolidated storage
sites and repositories moves along parallel
tracks. The federal government should not
be collecting fees without keeping its prom-
ise to dispose of the nuclear waste now sit-
ting in your states. The D.C. Court of Ap-
peals opinion in your case has made this
point clear.

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee has held two hearings on the leg-
islation, and we are working toward having
the committee hold a markup and favorably
report the bill so it can move to the Senate
floor.

We know how to control mercury, smog
and soot, and many utilities are leading the
way in installing these technologies, includ-
ing the Tennessee Valley Authority.

So in order to burn coal in a clean way, the
only remaining obstacle is carbon emissions
from coal plants. The best way to solve that
problem is not through a cap-and-trade sys-
tem, which would raise prices, but instead
through research and development, which
could lower them. Finding a way to capture
carbon from coal plants and turn it into a
product that can be sold is the Holy Grail of
energy research—and we are working on so-
lutions that will do just that.

ARPA-E, a small energy research agency,
is working with private companies to take
the carbon from coal plants and feed it to
microbes that with electricity can produce
liquid transportation fuels. Such a solution
might even make coal cheaper than it is
today.

When you think about it that way, this
crossroads I'm talking about—this fork in
the road between clean, cheap, reliable en-
ergy and the mess of Germany and other Eu-
ropean countries—is not just a challenge,
but an opportunity.
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It’s true that our energy needs are great,
and that there are obstacles to meeting
them. But we also have an opportunity to
get Washington out of the way and to lib-
erate our free enterprise system. If we do,
the path toward cheap, clean, reliable energy
is full of possibility.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO MITCH FOX

e Mr. HELLER. Madam President,
today I wish to honor Nevadan Mitch
Fox for his dedication to journalistic
fairness and quality of character.

With almost 39 years of experience
working for Las Vegas PBS, Mitch has
come to be recognized as a journalist of
integrity. Facilitating debate over a
multitude of topics, Mitch has shown
nothing but respect to his guests, al-
ways appreciating and inviting dif-
ferences of opinion. Whether moder-
ating a debate or a roundtable inter-
view, the respect that Mitch commands
encourages quality conversation and
civil dialogue.

Mitch’s legacy of nonpartisan jour-
nalism has made him a go-to source for
news coverage. He serves as a shining
example within his profession.

I will remember Mitch’s welcoming
and professional demeanor fondly, and
I wish him luck on the next phase of
his already distinguished career.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring this respectable Nevada jour-
nalist.e

————

TRIBUTE TO WILLIE McTEAR

e Mr. HELLER. Madam President, I
wish to honor long-time Las Vegas
resident and veteran, Willie McTear,
who served our Nation in Vietnam.

Our Nation’s veterans—the very men
and women who put themselves in
harm’s way—protect the freedoms that
Americans enjoy every day. I am grate-
ful to these brave men and women in
the Armed Forces, as well as their fam-
ilies, who make significant sacrifices
in service to our Nation.

I am humbled to honor Mr. McTear
for his dedication while serving in the
military as a Rifleman/90mm Spe-
cialist. Mr. McTear is a veteran of
Charlie Company, which was one of the
last combat infantries of 160 men to be
drafted, trained, and sent to fight in
Vietnam. Despite significant risks and
challenges, the men of the 4th Bat-
talion of the 47th Infantry saw their
service as a rite of passage. However, it
did not come without the wounds of
war and the loss of close comrades, and
for that, our Nation is indebted to
these servicemembers.

Serving on the Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, I recognize that Con-
gress has a responsibility not only to
honor these brave individuals, but to
ensure they are cared for when they re-
turn home. I remain committed to up-
holding this promise for our veterans
and servicemembers in Nevada and
throughout the Nation.

Today, we commend Mr. McTear for
his acts of valor and the continuous
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sacrifices made by all of our service-
members to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of our Nation. We owe them and
their families a great deal of gratitude
for their commitment to America. I am
proud to join the citizens of Nevada in
recognizing Mr. McTear, and I ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring him
for his service on behalf of this great
Nation.e

————————

2014 PARALYMPIANS

e Mr. HELLER. Madam President,
today I wish to extend a well-deserved
congratulations to Amy Purdy, a Ne-
vadan who has earned the unique dis-
tinction of being named to the 2014
United States Paralympic Team. Amy
is the only double amputee competing
in snowboard cross. Ranking inter-
nationally as the No. 2 athlete in the
sport in her field, I am proud to recog-
nize her and some of our Nation’s
greatest athletes as members of
Paralympic Team USA.

A Las Vegas native, Amy embodies
the epitome of battle born having de-
feated a number of setbacks after con-
tracting a deadly strain of meningitis
at only 19 years of age. Amy overcame
this significant challenge without hesi-
tation and stands stronger than ever
today. Just 3 months after her release
from the hospital in 2001, Amy was
back on her snowboard, shredding all
statistics that said she should not have
been alive.

The snow is not the only place where
Amy showcases her talents. Upon her
return from Sochi, Amy will compete
on season 18 of Dancing with the Stars,
where she hopes to raise awareness for
the Paralympic movement.

In addition to challenging herself
athletically, Amy champions all
unique levels of abilities through her
founding work with Adaptive Action
Sports, an action sport development
program for youth, young adults, and
wounded veterans, all with permanent,
physical disabilities.

I wish Amy the best of luck on her
trip in Sochi. I ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating this remark-
able athlete and Silver State citizen as
we show support for the entire U.S.
Paralympic Team.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO ED VOGEL

e Mr. HELLER. Madam President, I
wish to honor Nevadan Ed Vogel for his
longtime dedication to journalistic in-
tegrity and for providing Nevadans
with quality reporting. Working 35
years with the Las Vegas Review-Jour-
nal, Ed has covered the gamut of news
stories as the RJ’s Capital Bureau
Chief.

My fondest memories of Ed go as far
back as when I served as secretary of
state. It was with great pleasure that
Ed and I operated with an open-door
policy. Whenever he walked into my of-
fice, I knew I should settle in for an in-
teresting story or an entertaining
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