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March 13, 2014

We applaud you and your bipartisan co-
sponsors for introducing the bill and stand
ready to assist you in any way necessary.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM KLEHM,
Chairman and CEO.

INNOVATION ALLIANCE,
MARCH 13, 2014.
Hon. DIANNE FEINSTEIN,
U.S Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR FEINSTEIN: The Innovation
Alliance, a coalition of research and develop-
ment-focused companies, thanks you and
your cosponsors for introducing the Patent
Fee Integrity Act, which will put an end to
fee diversion once and for all. We have long
maintained that ending fee diversion, and
thereby giving the U.S. Patent & Trademark
Office (*““‘USPTO”) all of the fees it is paid by
patent applicants, is the single most impor-
tant change policymakers can make to im-
prove the U.S. patent system.

Over the last 20 years, approximately $1
billion in fees paid by patent applicants has
been diverted from its proper use at the
USPTO. This unwarranted diversion of fees
has resulted in more than 600,000 unexamined
patent applications and more than 28 months
in the average patent pendency time. Ending
this tax on innovation is perhaps the one
change to the patent law that unites stake-
holders from all parts of the innovation eco-
system in the United States.

The Innovation Alliance thanks you for
your leadership on this critically important
issue for the patent system. We look forward
to working with you and your cosponsors to
pass the Patent Fee Integrity Act into law as
soon as possible.

Sincerely,
BRIAN POMPER,
Executive Director.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
OWNERS ASSOCIATION,
Washington, DC, March 12, 2014.
Hon. DIANNE FEINSTEIN,
U.S. Senate, Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR FEINSTEIN: Intellectual
Property Owners Association (IPO) writes to
express its strong support for the Patent Fee
Integrity Act, to provide for the permanent
funding of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO).

IPO is a trade association representing
companies and individuals in all industries
and fields of technology who own or are in-
terested in intellectual property rights.
IPO’s membership includes more than 200
companies and more than 12,500 individuals
who are involved in the association either
through their companies or as inventor, au-
thor, law firm, or attorney members. Our
members all agree that the United States
needs a fully-funded USPTO to keep our na-
tion competitive, encourage innovation and
create new jobs.

Over the last two decades the government
has withheld, diverted or sequestered about
$1 billion in USPTO user fee collections. Re-
moving the USPTO from the congressional
appropriations process is the most promising
approach we know for stopping the hem-
orrhaging of USPTO fees. We hope the Sen-
ate will move ahead with the bill as soon as
possible.

Thank you for your help in securing full,
permanent funding for the USPTO. We stand
ready to assist in any way we can.

Sincerely,
HERBERT C. WAMSLEY,
Executive Director.
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THE INTERNET ASSOCIATION,
Washington, DC, March 13, 2014.

STATEMENT OF MICHAEL BECKERMAN, PRESI-

DENT AND CEO OF THE INTERNET ASSOCIA-

TION, ON SENATOR FEINSTEIN'S INTRODUC-

TION OF THE PATENT FEE INTEGRITY ACT

The Internet Association commends Sen-
ator Feinstein’s introduction of the Patent
Fee Integrity Act, which would provide the
Patent and Trademark Office with adequate
funding and resources to improve overall
patent quality. Improving patent quality is
an essential step in improving the entire pat-
ent ecosystem by shutting off the supply of
low-quality patents that fuel litigation by
patent trolls. That is why The Internet Asso-
ciation also supports an expanded review of
the covered business method patent program
to eliminate patents that never been granted
in the first instance. An expanded review
program, coupled with strong fee shifting
and discovery provisions, make up the nec-
essary components of a meaningful response
to the patent troll epidemic. We look for-
ward to working with Senator Feinstein and
Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee
as they prepare to address these important
issues in the coming weeks.

ABOUT THE INTERNET ASSOCIATION

The Internet Association, the unified voice
of the Internet economy, represents the in-
terests of the leading Internet companies in-

cluding Airbnb, Amazon, AOL, eBay,
Expedia, Facebook, Gilt, Google, IAC,
Linkedln, Lyft, Monster Worldwide, Netflix,
Practice Fusion, Rackspace, reddit,
Salesforce.com, SurveyMonkey, TripAdvisor,
Twitter, Uber Technologies, Inc., Yelp,

Yahoo!, and Zynga. The Internet Association
is dedicated to advancing public policy solu-
tions to strengthen and protect Internet

freedom, foster innovation and economic

growth, and empower users. http:/

www.internetassociation.org.
———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 383—DESIG-

NATING MARCH 2014 AS “NA-
TIONAL MIDDLE LEVEL EDU-
CATION MONTH”

Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mr. WALSH) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 383

Whereas the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, the Association
for Middle Level Education, the National
Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform,
and the National Association of Elementary
School Principals have declared March 2014
as ‘‘National Middle Level Education
Month”’;

Whereas schools that educate middle level
students are responsible for educating nearly
24,000,000 young adolescents between the ages
of 10 and 15, in grades 5 through 9, who are
undergoing rapid and dramatic changes in
their physical, intellectual, social, emo-
tional, and moral development;

Whereas young adolescents deserve chal-
lenging and engaging instruction, knowl-
edgeable teachers and administrators who
are prepared to provide young adolescents
with a safe, challenging, and supportive
learning environment, and organizational
structures that banish anonymity and pro-
mote personalization, collaboration, and so-
cial equity;

Whereas the habits and values established
during early adolescence have a lifelong in-

S1661

fluence that directly affects the future
health and welfare of the United States;

Whereas research indicates that the aca-
demic achievement of a student in eighth
grade has a larger impact on the readiness of
that student for college at the end of high
school than any academic achievement of
that student in high school; and

Whereas in order to improve graduation
rates and prepare students to be lifelong
learners who are ready for college, a career,
and civic participation, the people of the
United States must have a deeper under-
standing of the distinctive mission of middle
level education: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 2014 as ‘‘National Mid-
dle Level Education Month’’;

(2) honors and recognizes the importance of
middle level education and the contributions
of the individuals who educate middle level
students; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Middle Level
Education Month by visiting and celebrating
schools that are responsible for educating
young adolescents in the United States.

SENATE RESOLUTION 384—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE CONCERNING THE HU-
MANITARIAN CRISIS IN SYRIA
AND NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES,
RESULTING HUMANITARIAN AND
DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES,
AND THE URGENT NEED FOR A
POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE
CRISIS

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. KIRK, Mr. KING, Mr. MARKEY, and
Mr. CRUZ) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 384

Whereas United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2139, adopted on February 22,
2014, expresses grave alarm at the significant
and rapid deterioration of the humanitarian
situation in Syria, in particular the dire sit-
uation of hundreds of thousands of civilians
trapped in besieged areas, most of whom are
besieged by the Syrian armed forces and
some by opposition groups, as well as the
dire situation of over 3,000,000 people in hard-
to-reach areas, and deplores the difficulties
in providing, and the failure to provide, ac-
cess for the humanitarian assistance to all
civilians in need inside Syria;

Whereas widespread and systematic at-
tacks on civilians, schools, hospitals, and
other civilian infrastructure, in violation of
international humanitarian law, continue in
Syria, and parties to the conflict are block-
ing humanitarian aid delivery, including
food and medical care from many civilian
areas;

Whereas the World Health Organization es-
timates that 70 percent of Syria’s health pro-
fessionals, up to 80,000 people, have fled the
country, cases of typhoid, tuberculosis, polio
and other diseases are rampant and increas-
ing, and medical personnel inside Syria are
deliberately targeted by parties to the con-
flict;

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has registered
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