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reflected on her family’s insurmountable
pain and loneliness. ‘‘I believe that when we
speak out for my father .. . we protect our
own freedom and values,” she said.

Despite Mr. Gao’s latest disappearance, it
is hoped he is managing to endure. But hope
must be accompanied by action and it is
more urgent than ever that China not be al-
lowed to disappear Gao Zhisheng again with
impunity.

On Thursday, his wife lodged a complaint
with the U.N. Working Group on Enforced
and Involuntary Disappearances, a body of
the Human Rights Council. The submission
notes that Mr. Gao’s family is ‘‘distraught
because they have no idea whether he is even
alive.” It goes on to emphasize the Chinese
government is violating its own laws allow-
ing for regular family visits, written cor-
respondence, and access to counsel.

Ms. Geng hopes the Working Group will
urge the Chinese government to conduct an
investigation into Mr. Gao’s disappearance.
Although the process itself can take many
months, the Working Group has a good his-
tory of receiving specific replies from the
Chinese government to its concerns. In addi-
tion, merely by highlighting Mr. Gao’s dis-
appearance publicly and triggering a U.N. in-
quiry, his family has put intense pressure on
the Chinese government to respond. While
this alone is a helpful step forward, much
more needs to be done.

The international community, including
the United States and United Nations, must
demand proof from the Chinese government
that Mr. Gao is alive and insist that his fam-
ily be granted monthly access to him as is
required by Chinese law. The world must
urge Mr. Gao’s immediate and unconditional
release.

At a minimum, foreign leaders should
press Beijing to release Mr. Gao on time in-
stead of finding renewed excuses to extend
his detention, as it has done in other cases.
Washington must also exert pressure on the
Chinese government to confirm that Mr. Gao
will be provided a Chinese passport and the
ability to travel to America upon his release.

It is time to reunite Gao Zhisheng with his
family. He and his loved ones have suffered
long enough.

————

A TRIBUTE TO ALICE STEERE
COULOMBE—28TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 14, 2014

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Alice Coulombe of
Pasadena.

Born and raised in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Ms.
Coulombe received her Bachelor's degree in
Humanities and her Master's degree in Edu-
cation from Stanford University. At Stanford,
she met Joe Coulombe, and they got married
when both were still students at the university.

In 1958, the Coulombes founded Pronto
Markets, a chain of grocery stores in Southern
California. In 1967, Joe, the original Trader
Joe, added a South Seas motif to the stores
and changed the name to Trader Joe’s. Dur-
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ing this time, the Coulombes moved to San
Marino, where they raised their three children,
Joe, Charlotte and Madeleine, and eventually
moved to Pasadena in 1983.

A community volunteer for over forty years,
Ms. Coulombe is a passionate advocate for
the arts and arts education. She was a found-
ing member and former Chair of the Pasadena
Arts Commission, a member of the City of
Pasadena’s Centennial Committee, and a do-
cent at the Huntington Library, Art Collections
and Botanical Gardens for thirty-five years,
where she helped design its school tours of
the Japanese Garden. As a volunteer at the
Music Center of Los Angeles for three dec-
ades, Ms. Coulombe served as Chair of Music
Center Presentations and Coordinator of Vol-
unteer Activities.

Ms. Coulombe’s special love is opera, and
to that end, she was founding president of the
Music Center Opera League, as well as one of
the founders of the Los Angeles Opera Com-
pany, where she currently serves on its board.
For the past nine years, she has served on
the Colburn School Board of Directors as a
member of their Governance Committee and
as Chair of the Board Relations Committee.
Additionally, she is President of Metropolitan
Associates, a local non-profit that raises funds
to support the arts for children. For her self-
less service to supporting the arts, Ms.
Coulombe received the YWCA Pasadena-
Foothill Valley’'s Woman of Distinction Award
and has been honored by the Los Angeles
Master Chorale.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring an
exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Alice Steere Coulombe.

————

SABRINA HILL

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 14, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sabrina Hill
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Sabrina Hill is
an 8th grader at Everitt Middle School and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Sabrina Hill
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Sabrina Hill for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

March 14, 2014

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MARKET
STREET MISSION

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, March 14, 2014

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Market Street Mission lo-
cated in Morris County, New Jersey, as it
celebrates its 125th Anniversary.

The Market Street Mission ministers to
those who suffer in the battle against alco-
holism, drug abuse, and homelessness in the
northern New Jersey area. The Mission pro-
vides its ministries through physical, emo-
tional, and spiritual support that will guide
those who suffer toward responsible and pro-
ductive lives.

Established in 1889 by the Reverend Dr.
F.W. Owen and his wife, Mrs. Louisa Graves
Owen, the Market Street Mission began as a
residential program for alcoholic husbands in
the Morristown area. With support from the
South Street Presbyterian Church, the Mission
provided meals, lodging, clothing, and tem-
porary employment for homeless men.
Throughout its first decade, the Mission start-
ed support meetings and programs for the
homeless and drug addicted.

In 1926, a series of explosions at the
Picatinny Arsenal left many families homeless
and without food or clothes. The Mission was
able to help these displaced families by pro-
viding them with shelter and other basic ne-
cessities.

During the Great Depression, the Market
Street Mission ended its affiliation with the
Presbyterian Church and added the “Industrial
Department,” a self-supporting thrift store that
provided jobs during difficult economic times.

Today, residents of the Mission continue to
work at the Industrial Department as part of
the successful “New Reality of Recovery” pro-
gram, as well as attend chapel and classes.
The Market Street Mission has added an
Emergency Assistance program that provides
meals and lodging for disadvantaged men,
women, and children. In addition to its growing
development thoughout the years, the Mission
continues to focus on alcohol and drug treat-
ment programs, incorporating new treatments
each year.

The Market Street Mission is proud to cele-
brate its history and looks forward to its con-
tinuous growth in the future.

Mr. Speaker, | urge you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Market Street
Mission and their dedicated employees as
they celebrate 125 years of serving the north-
ern New Jersey community.

——————

THE NEED FOR REFOCUSING
AMERICAN HUMANITARIAN AID
IN SYRIA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, March 14, 2014

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to mark the third anniversary of the
ongoing conflict in Syria. As the war stretches
into its fourth year and the regional humani-
tarian crisis shows little signs of improvement,
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