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Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today | recognize and applaud the achieve-
ments of Command Sergeant Major John L.
Murray of the U.S. Army Contracting Com-
mand (ACC). Headquartered at Redstone Ar-
senal, Alabama, ACC includes more than
6,100 military and civilian employees across
the globe that provide support to our war fight-
ers by acquiring equipment, supplies, and
services vital to our Soldiers’ mission and daily
needs. Command Sergeant Major Murray will
soon retire after more than 35 years of distin-
guished service to America’s Army. He has
served with distinction at virtually every level
in the Army—from team chief to command
sergeant major, the Army’s highest enlisted
grade. Throughout his career, he has dem-
onstrated the highest level of professionalism,
initiative and selfless service in the execution
of programs supporting the total force of qual-
ity Soldiers and Department of the Army civil-
ians.

A native of Mobile, Alabama, Command
Sergeant Major Murray began his Army career
in 1979 as a radio operator, completing initial
entry and advanced individual training at Fort
Gordon, Georgia. Before joining Army Con-
tracting Command Headquarters at Redstone
Arsenal in December 2011, Command Ser-
geant Major Murray was the Command Ser-
geant Major for the Expeditionary Contracting
Command at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. He pre-
viously served as Commandant of the Regi-
mental Noncommissioned Officer Academy at
Fort Gordon, Georgia. A former drill sergeant,
Command Sergeant Major Murray has served
with distinction in a number of critical assign-
ments while deployed to over 20 countries in-
cluding Irag, Afghanistan, Germany, Korea,
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. He spent more than
five years in Southwest Asia in support of Op-
erations Southern Watch, Desert Storm,
Desert Watch, Iragi Freedom and Enduring
Freedom with the Joint Communication Sup-
port Element MacDill Air Force Base, Florida,
the 10th Mountain Division, the 11th Signal
Brigade and the 160th Signal Brigade.

While his career accomplishments are many
and significant, | wish to highlight Command
Sergeant Major Murray’s contributions to the
establishment of the Army Contracting Com-
mand on March 13, 2008. He was one of sev-
eral key Army leaders who worked tirelessly to
create a new major subordinate command
from the ground up in record time. His wis-
dom, insight and vision were essential ele-
ments in building the foundation of a global
enterprise that awarded and managed more
than 190,000 contractual actions valued at
more than $60.9 billion in fiscal year 2013.

Command Sergeant Major Murray also
played an important role in the relocation of
ACC Headquarters from Fort Belvoir, Virginia,
to Redstone Arsenal in 2011. This move fol-
lowed the transfer of ACC’s parent command,
Army Materiel Command (AMC) Head-
quarters, to Redstone Arsenal from Fort
Belvoir, as directed by the Base Realignment
and Closure Commission’s decision in 2005.
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While AMC had several years to plan for and
transition to its new Alabama home, ACC
completed its relocation in less than 18
months. This tremendous accomplishment
was a direct result of Command Sergeant
Major Murray’s inspired leadership, foresight
and team-building skills.

| also wish to acknowledge and thank Com-
mand Sergeant Major Murray’s wife, Ingrid, for
supporting her husband and Army families.
She served as the Family Readiness Group
leader for the 11th Signal Brigade and Signal
Corps Regimental Non Commissioned Officer
Academy. She has also served as a senior
spouse advisor and mentor for other Family
Readiness Groups and the Army Command
and General Staff College at Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas. Even the youngest member of
the Murray family, John, Jr., was recognized
by the Army Surgeon General for encouraging
Army family members to “Ask for Help” when
contemplating suicide.

The distinctive accomplishments of Com-
mand Sergeant Major Murray represent a long
and distinguished career in the service of his
country and reflect great credit upon himself,
Army Contracting Command and the United
States Army. We wish Command Sergeant
Major Murray, Ingrid and John Jr., all the best
in the years ahead.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Tia Frank for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Tia Frank is an
11th grader at HOPE House and received this
award because her determination and hard
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Tia Frank
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Tia
Frank for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments.

———
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Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Slippery Rock Uni-
versity on celebrating its 125th anniversary
this year.

In 1887, the citizens of Slippery Rock,
Pennsylvania saw the need for affordable and
accessible higher education in their commu-
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nity. In less than 18 months, Slippery Rock
raised funds, acquired land, erected buildings
and gained approval to be a state normal
school. Slippery Rock State Normal School
opened its doors on March 26, 1889 to its first
class of 168 students with its “ultimate object
. . . to make the student, as far as possible,
an educator.” The Norman School became
Slippery Rock State Teachers College after it
was purchased by the Commonwealth in
1926. In 1960, it was renamed Slippery Rock
College and was granted university status in
1983 to become Slippery Rock University.

Today, Slippery Rock University offers a
broad array of undergraduate and graduate
programs to more than 8,000 students. The
University is a recognized leader in evidence-
based planning and decision making. The ap-
proximately 80,000 alumni have served in oc-
cupations across the spectrum. Slippery Rock
University has consistently been recognized
not only as one of the best universities in the
Northeast but also as a great place to work.
Shaped by its normal school heritage, Slippery
Rock University is characterized by its commit-
ment to intellectual development, leadership,
and civic responsibility.

Mr. Speaker, in light of Slippery Rock Uni-
versity’s 125th anniversary, | ask that my col-
leagues join with me today in recognizing its
educational leadership in Pennsylvania for
more than a century.

——
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Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to honor Oakton Com-
munity College, in partnership with NSERVE
and with the support of the Tooling and Manu-
facturing Association, the lllinois Manufactur-
ers’ Association, North Shore Community
Bank and more than 50 local manufacturers,
for hosting the 2014 Manufacturing Expo in
the suburban Chicago district | represent.

The Expo includes workshops, speakers
and student tours of local manufacturers offer-
ing young people the opportunity to learn
more about American manufacturing and
available careers. Since 2008, nearly 2,000
students have benefited from these experi-
ences.

The 2014 Expo is also honoring some of its
most outstanding industry partners for dem-
onstrating a true commitment to serving young
people and to ensuring our future economic
and manufacturing success.

It is my honor to congratulate Terry lverson
of Iverson and Company; John Winzeler of
Winzeler Gear; John Rubeo of Woodward,;
and Mark Glennerster and Tara Kandra of
John Crane, this year's award recipients.

Since 2008, countless manufacturers have
generously opened their doors and welcomed
curious students, making these education/
business partnerships possible. | am grateful
for their excellence and participation. | would
also like to recognize all the participating high
schools, with Oakton Community College, for
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