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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable CORY
A. BOOKER, a Senator from the State of
New Jersey.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, as the snow falls gently
to the Earth, we are reminded of the
shifting seasons of our lives. As we con-
tinue to look to You for guidance,
guide our lives and inspire our hearts.

Today, strengthen our Senators as
they deal with unattended needs and
unresolved problems. Make them eager
to lift burdens, to bring deliverance to
captives, and to give hope to the op-
pressed. May our lawmakers serve hu-
manity in a way that glorifies Your
name. Lord, keep them open to a grow-
ing faith and a maturing set of convic-
tions.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 25, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable CORY A. BOOKER, a

Senate

Senator from the State of New Jersey, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. BOOKER thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
————
SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Following my remarks

and those of the Republican leader, the
Senate will be in a period of morning
business for 1 hour. The majority will
control the first half, the Republicans
the final half. Following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the motion to proceed to S.
2124, the Ukraine act. That will be
postcloture time.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate recess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15
p.m. to allow for the weekly caucus
meetings and that the time during the
recess count postcloture on the
Ukraine bill.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. Very, very soon we hope to
work out an agreement to begin con-
sideration of the bill. Senators will be
notified when votes are scheduled. I
have spoken this morning to Senator
MENENDEZ, chairman of the committee,
and I spoke last night to Senator
CORKER and Senator McCAIN. I talked
to Senator MCCAIN this morning, and
he was going to talk to Senator
CORKER. Hopefully, we will move for-
ward very quickly on this legislation.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2149

Mr. REID. I am told S. 2149 is due for
its second reading and is at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by
title for the second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2149) to provide for the extension
of certain unemployment benefits, and for
other purposes.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
any further proceedings with respect to
this legislation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bill will
be placed on the calendar.

——

UKRAINE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, last night
the Senate took the first steps in sup-
porting the people of Ukraine, sending
a clear message to Russia. I am pleased
the Senate voted overwhelmingly in a
bipartisan fashion to consider this bi-
partisan bill that was reported to the
Senate floor. The measure includes a
number of provisions: a loan guarantee,
sanctions, and security assistance.
This certainly is a step in the right di-
rection. It is not everything, but I cer-
tainly applaud the efforts of the Mem-
bers from both sides of the aisle who
have labored diligently to get us this
far.

I hope the bipartisan support will
continue so we can finish the bill this
week and provide the people of Ukraine
with the critical support they need
while imposing strong sanctions
against those in Russia and Ukraine
who created this crisis. There is no rea-
son why we can’t pass the bill today.

According to all reports, the situa-
tion regarding Ukraine is getting
worse, not better. Russian troops are
seizing facilities in the Crimea. All
they have to do is make a phone call.
They didn’t need to have all the brute
force, knocking down doors and injur-
ing people in the process. They have
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